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Preface.

HE story of Erasmus Hall as an academy, from 1787 to 1896, when
m it became a part of the public educational system of the city of Brook-
lyn, is in a large measure the story of the secondary education of
this country. It is the story of the carnest efforts of cultured and self-
sacrificing men and women who, as trustecs, principals and teachers have
devoted time and means and energy to the best and most elevating interests
of this community. There are few of the old families in this region whose
sons and daughters did not receive a part of, and in many cases all, their
formal education in the old Hall. At least three college presidents, many lead-
ing scientists, and men learned in the professions, have been among its
instructors; while enrolled among its students have been leaders in Church
and State, and captains in the industrial world, who have looked back to
this institution with its stately trees and broad stretches of lawn, as the
inspiration for their later achievements.

While no history of education in this country has been without references
to the work and standing of the school, its complete history has never been
written, and much of it has been already lost in the overwhelming growth
and development of later years; and so those who have taken upon them-
selves the responsibility of carrying on the work, so well performed during
all these years, have felt that as the institution is about to leave the familiar
old quarters for the larger opportunities offered by a century of progress, a
tribute to the past should be paid.

Proud of the glorious history of the Academy, and proud of its high
achievements, the present teachers and pupils trust, through the inspiration
to come from a more complete knowledge of the past, to be able to add new
luster to the name and fame of Erasmus Hall. In the making of this volume
especial mention must be made of the tireless efforts of its principal con-
tributor, Dr. Willis Boughton, who for many years has made the collection
of this historical material his constant aim, and who has given to the task
all the strength and efficiency which years of experience along similar lines
have given him; of Mr. Eugene W. Harter, who, as head of the classical
department from the establishment of the tHigh School, has been one of the
leading factors in its later growth and development; of Mr. Allen B. Doggett,
the chairman of the art department: of Mrs. Mildred McNeal-Sweeney, for
vears an earnest and efficient teacher: of Mr, Charles M. Skinner, a prom-
inent patron and active supporter of the school; of the valuable assistance
rendered by the officers of the Academy, who have placed all their records at
the disposal of the committee, and by personal letters and earnest encourage-
ment and co-operation have done all in their power to make this work a
success; of the many other friends of the school, the names of whom are so
numerous as to prevent mention here, who have contributed generously of
their experience; and, finally, of our whole body of teachers and pupils, old
and new, who with accustomed loyalty have upheld our hands in this. as in
every other movement of interest to the school. To one and all we beg to
express our sincere thanks and appreciation.

Brooklyn, April 25, 1906.



Foreword

ISTORY is seldom conscious of its own importance, when
% it is in the making. Therefore, the teachers and pupils of
Erasmus Hall do not realize that it is a finer institution, now
that it is part of the public school system, than when it was a private
enterprise, twice as famous, and a quarter as well attended. Excel-
lence commanded fame in those days more surely than it does at
present, when there is so much more of it. We have leveled our
common schools up to a point where they surpass the best of the
uncommon ones of an earlier generation. Contrasting my own
experience with that of the youngsters who are at their books to-day,
I am struck by this radical difference: that, whereas I was driven
to my studies, the boy in Erasmus Hall goes willingly, and even
with enthusiasm, and has a loyalty to his teachers, his class and the
institution that could not comport with the severities which were
once supposed to be at the foundation of learning.

And here we see a reason for the difference. Learning! That
was the old standard. It was not education. The old way was to
crowd facts into the student. The new way is to get him to seek
the facts himself. We stood in a line and sing-songed our lessons,
and had a black mark put against us if we deviated from the text.
Nice way, that, to develop reason and individuality! Later the
folly of it became too apparent to endure, and the pupil was taught
to recite in his own language. This showed that he knew what he
was talking about; whereas if he repeated words, like other parrots,
it might indicate that he had not the least idea what they meant.
The teacher in old times did not have to know much. He held a
book, and saw that the scholar recited the sentences, and if the
unhappy varlet put in a word which was not there, he was walloped.
Oh, the welts I have carried home, for unwitting substitutions of
my own language for that of some personage who had got into
print, and knew a vast deal more about his facts and his vernacular
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than I ever could. or will! There is another mark in the advance:
there are no punishments; at least, none that puts the scholar in
fear; but there is what is better: he is put on his honor as a speaker
of truth and a gentleman, and one lives up to a trust a good deal
more surely than he lives down to other people’s expectations.

It has seemed to me that some of the credit obtained, and
deservedly, by Erasmus Hall, has been due in the past to its situa-
tion. It was isolated from disturbing and dissipating influences,
and it has the guarantee of a partial continuance of its liberties.
Some day the city will buy the entire square on which it stands for
a campus that will enhance its architectural dignity, and will afford
room and measurable quiet for its classes. I fear for its usefulness
if this is not done, for in time Flatbush will be covered from the
park to the sea with ten-story flats, and there will be no sun, no
air and no repose, except in just such reservations as we must secure
about our public buildings.

It is in relative isolation that intellectual work becomes fruitful.
and here we find a reason for the supremacy of Erasmus Hall
among the schools of the city: the scholar has been detached; he
has been so happily environed that he could put his mind upon his
work; in this removal from the busy districts of the town it is
natural that the scholars and teachers should form a more complete
sodality, that there should exist an implicit mutual and self reliance,
that time should avail for study which in some institutions is
wasted in formalities and excitements. Two of my sons have been
students in this school, and their progress has been a matter not
merely for pride but astonishment, for I have constantly fallen into
the way of contrasting their advance with my own experiences, a
few years earlier.

It seems to me that the supreme worth of education, as it is
forwarded in this oldest of our academies, is that it develops
individuality, whereas, under the obsolete systems of my youth the
tendency was to crush it. Our way is to mass in such numbers that
the individual is submerged; we are governed, not merely as to
laws, but in our faiths and customs and politics and thinking, by
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Commemoration Poem
The Founding of Erasmus Wall, November 17, 1787

Summons twithout a name,

Flame that no epe may see,

Touch that no man felt ag it came
Asking hig constancy—

In the hearts of men it burned

Fong since, and continually

Bt lightens and lifts in promise—
Ober weaknesses wept and spurned,
O®ber courage twon hardily—

Making hour by hour the immortal claim
That we follotn—cast all behind us and follotn—
Follotw the lead of the flame.

Man’'s poor self still must crabe

The gerene and ultimate sight,

And must in degire outbrabe

The dull beart, the weak bodp, the night.
Through the long dusk of his dreams

A4 twonder flooding of light

Far off, sets a mark for the journep:
And he takes the path as it gleams
QAlong fields of stubble andblight,

Past Doubt diwelling dark in his bitter cave,
And toils on, footsore pet eber untvearp
With vain-worn mantle and knotted stabe.

Jt twas so the Heekers of old

Rept wateh night-long with a star

Of flame on the dusk and gold

Of the land. Yerp lustrous and far,
Lighting the steep of the bill,

It summoned men forth to war

On the easy sloth of the spirit

Too long suffered; and still

The shining spaces unbar

Theiv beautp, twhen men atwake and ave bold
Ag men, in vequest of the infinite wisdom
The wonder not to be told.
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averages, whereas we should be governed by ideals; and it is to
the purpose that, at least in this school, the pupil finds strengthening
for a personality that nature devised for the better service of man-
kind, since it is always the individual. and never the multitude, that
leads, teaches, inspires, reforms and recreates.

Erasmus Hall to-day is doing a service equal to that of Harvard
a century ago, and looking not far into the future I see its useful-
ness still increasing: I see its scientific and literary collections taking
form, its tcaching force increased, its curriculum diversified, its
material being enhanced in beauty, its walls covered with works of
art; I sce public spirit among its alumni proving itself in gifts and
endowments. It will continue to be a joy and a privilege to enter
its doors. And from it, cvery vear, will graduate boys and girls
who are destined, through its training, to take high place in the
world; but whatever their stations, I am sure that among their
happiest memories will be those of pupilage under Dr. Gunnison
and his earnest and able associates. I pay a cheerful homage to

[irasmus Hall.
CuarLES M. SKINNER.



Commemoration Poem
The Founding of Crasmus MWall, November 17, 1787

SHummons tithout a name,

Flame that no epe mapy see,

Touch that no man felt as it came
Agking hig constancy—

In the hearts of men it burned

Fong since, and continually

It lightens and lifts in promige—
Ober weaknegses wept and spurned,
Ober courage toon hardily—

Making hour bp hour the immortal claim
That e follotv—cast all behind us and follotw—
Follotw the lead of the flame.

Man’s poor gelf still must crabe

The serene and ultimate sight,

And must in degive outbrabe

The dull beart, the tweak bodp, the night.
Through the long dusk of his dreams

A wonder flooding of light

Far off, sets a mark for the journep:
And he takes the path ag it gleams
Along fields of stubble andblight,

Past Doubt diwvelling dark in hig bitter cabe,
And toils on, footsore pet eber untveary
BWith vain-worn mantle and knotted stabe.

It was so the $Heekers of old

Kept watch night-long with a star

©f flame on the dusk and gold

Of the land. Yery lustrous and far,
Lighting the steep of the bhill,

Jt summoned men forth to war

®n the easy sloth of the spirit

Too long suffered; and still

The shining spaces unbar

Theiv beauty, when men awake and are bold
As men, in request of the infinite wisdom
The wonder not to be told.
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Faithtul these unnumbered pears,
SHteadfast, walking alone

©n the wap, pass the militant seers—
Taking no prize for their oton

$ave the obercoming of doubt,
Chanting stoeet tone on tone

A jopous faith in their bigion,
Carbing their beauty out

From the waiting white of the stone,
®lad when the great dusk sometwhat clears,
And out of the lobelp, neber-logt light
The degired anser nears.

Countless, name upon name,

o record, no memory of all

Who ran with the torch of flame!
Past the scourge and the cup of gall
To the uttermost needy shore

Their light fled on, out of thrall;
And the obermastering beauty,

The power and wonder it bore
Enkindled in palace and phall

And Hut and among all men the same
Five of ardor, flame of degire,
Fear of the dullard’s shame.

Names we hold for a charm

And utter with veberent breath,
Names to bid Hearts thrill warm
PWhere they stand, outlibing death -
Phidias, Happho, Bomer—

Yain ig the fading wreath

@o croton the abiding presence—
Colomba, QAugustine, Alfred,

Men of the west who bequeath

With glory of soul and might of arm
Themselves, for light courageous, continual,
Light to outlast the lagt great harm.
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Dead this many a pear —

Shakespeare with whom we dream,
Pante with whom twe fear,—

Bet when did they pass the stream?
And when passed the man who flung
Learning like largess of gold agleam,
Page upon printed page to all peoples?
When last has Schubert sung

Straing bright as the dap’s otwn beam?
And Wrotoning —does He not pace near,
Manly and great, when men for a little
Srow aweary and whigper of fear?

And the lofty spivit of one,

From an idle land the while

Lping pleased with itg Little-done —

PHotw it came long since—many a mile
Westward through malice of mist and foam!
And the Name, the libing Name, Eragmug,
Makeg here more generous Home

For a people in long exile —

®ives soul to the great life daily begun
Anetw, neber tweary, never dull, neber aging
From gplendid father to splendid son.

And heve the light lives, neber dimmed

Thege many and faithful pears:

Tong since its glory has brimmed

The first lamp ober, past fears

And foeg and ills as they came.

And still to all ligteners

Fopal men and lobing Wwomen

Jealously guarding the flame,

Proclaim the treasure it bears,

Setting free the truth, glad eped, poung limbed,
And working all, magter and learner together
For truth—glad dream that the world has hymned.
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ike children whose brief times pass
In little labors, men go

With windg and birdg and the grass
And great flowers all ablotw

Acrogs the unending field.

They gather the blooms they knotw

But still come an Hhundred others,
Namelegs and lobelp, and pield

The stoeet breath, the faiv color aglotw:
And a hundred. lobelier still, surpags
Thosge that they hold with wonder, and beckon
And call, far off, in the blowing grass.

And we follotw, daring the stain

©f the journey; garmented well

In patience, caveless of pain,

e follow, impatient to tell

Straightwap and far abroad, what truth,
What wigdom, beautp, delight, we spell
®ut of the infinite cloged book

In the simple lesgons of pouth.

But eber one more sentinel

Reeps watch on the way; and twho shall attain
The end of the difficult, beautiful road

And count as his otwn the lagt bright gain?

SHummons without a name,

Flame that no epe map gee,

Touch that no man felt ag it came
Compelling Hig constancy -

Still doth the body obep,

©r fleetly or lagginglp,

The call of the ecager spirit;

And out towaid the ultimate dap
Where man’s poor mind shall be

Made perfect foreber, past frailty, fame,
With toil, with jop, with infinite pearning
e follow the lead of the flame.

—Mildred I. McNeal-Sweeney.






Dr. JouN H. LIVINGSTON.
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Futroduction

RASMUS HALL is a public high school of the New York
@ City system, located in Flatbush, Borough of Brooklyn,
Twenty-ninth Ward, Thirty-eighth School District, near
the corner of Flatbush and Church Avenues. It was founded in
1787 as a private academy. In 1896 it was transferred, as a gift
of its Trustees, to the City of Brooklyn. At the consolidation it
passed naturally into the New York City system. Any complete
history of the school must recognize the two main periods, that
-of the Academy, and that of the City High School; and the
Academy may be best pictured, perhaps, on the background of
the history and the environment of the community in which the
school is located—Flatbush.

Flatbugh

Flatbush is located somewhere near the center of Kings County,
Long Island. When the Dutch settlers took possession of that ter-
ritory, midway between the East River and the sea, it was a flat,
densely wooded tract, appropriately termed Flatbush. As early as
1630 to 1634, squatters planted their cabins in these forests; but in
1636 the Indian owners were induced to deed the land to white
settlers, Wouter Van Twiller receiving a large parcel of it. In 1651
Governor Stuyvesant completed the organization by granting to the
settlement a town patent.

In aboriginal times there had been an Indian-path running in
a zigzag course, from Jamaica Bay, through the forest, to the East
River. This trail became known as “Main Road” in the village of
Flatbush. Crossing this road at unequal angles, the settlers estab-
lished another thoroughfare which they familiarly called “Cow
Lane.” The former, through the changes incident to environment
and prosperity, has become dignified by the name of Flatbush
Avenue, and the latter by that of Church Avenue. The corners at
the Cross-Roads at once became the center of the life of the village.

In plotting the town, it was thought safest, because of the sav-
ages, to range the dwellings as close to one another as might be along
;tbe sides of Main Road. The farms, therefore, were laid out into

2 v
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forty-eight lots, averaging twenty-seven rods in width, and extend-
ing to the east or to the west to the distance of six hundred Dutch
rods. After setting aside a parcel of land at the southwest corner
of the Cross-Roads for church purposes, and converting another
parcel into a “Common,” the remaining tracts were apportioned by
lot to the settlers.

In Revolutionary times Flatbush seems to have had some sym-
pathy for the King’s cause; in fact, quite a proportion of her in-
habitants were pronounced Tories. The village was even occupied
by British forces. The King's officers were very popular in IFlat-
bush society, and the atmosphere was decidedly frigid for any who
sympathized with the patriotic cause. This condition of affairs led
to two delightful romances that have an indirect connection with
Erasmus Hall Academy—one the story of Aquila Giles, and the
other that of Bateman Lloyd.

The Vomance of Aquila Siles

Every one has noticed the avenue of white pines on the right
side of Flatbush as you go toward the Bridge. Until quite recent
times, a fine old Colonial house stood at the east end of this ever-
green lane. Even now it may be seen away back on Bedford
Avenue, where the late Dr. Homer L. Bartlett moved it when
he owned the property. The house has long been called Melrose
Abbey, named that by the once celebrated actress, Mrs. Anna
Cora Mowatt, who resided there. The romance of Aquila Giles
centers around this old house.

In Revolutionary times the building was owned by a Colonel
Axtell, a violent Tory, who not only welcomed the British to
Long Island, but received the officers as guests and furnished
them royal entertainment. It is claimed that he turned the cellar
of his residence into a prison and furnished it with fetters and
chains for such rebels as might be sent to him by the British.
When, years afterward, the bones of a young woman were found
in the cellar, unless gossip is wrong, there was foundation for the
ghost stories that had gathered about the place. Of old many a
belated traveler over the old Flatbush Road could swear that he
had plainly seen the pale face of the unfortunate girl looking out
at one of the gable windows, at the end of the avenue of pines.
For his loyalty to the King, Mr. Axtell was honored with the title
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of Colonel in General
Howe’s army. It must
have been in the early
days of the war that the
following episode oc-
curred.
A niece of Mrs. Ax-
tell was living with her.
This was Miss Shipton,
quite a belle in Flatbush
society. Itis not strange
that she should meet
Aquila Giles, and that
he should fall in love
with her. This may
have been all right until
young Giles was inju-
dicious enough to be-
tray his sympathy for
the rebel cause. When
this fact became known,
MeLrose HaLL however, Colonel Axtell
was very angry. This
attitude on his part probably made the passion of the young people
more ardent. Finally, though the Tory master of Melrose Hall
opened his parlors to the elite of Ilatbush society, though the brilliant
balls given were the talk of the town, Aquila Giles was forbidden
to enter the house. Yet the lovers were betrothed and remained
true to each other.

Hostilities began. Aquila Giles joined the American army
and rose to the official rank of colonel. The war ended and he
returned to Flatbush to live. Then it was that the United States
Government confiscated the property of the Tory Axtell, and
advertised it for sale at public auction. On the twenty-first day
of October, 1784, Colonel Aquila Giles purchased Melrose Hall.
Then he married Miss Shipton and took up his residence in the
house from which, as a lover, he had been so angrily ordered.

Colonel Giles lived in Flatbush for many years and was an
active member of Erasmus Hall Board of Trustees until 1797.
In 1809 he sold Melrose Hall to Bateman Lloyd, another trustee.
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Romance of Wateman Llopd

Mr. Bateman Lloyd was a native of Woodstown, Salem County,
New Jersey. As far as is known, he resided there until the break-
ing out of the Revolutionary War, when he was in his nineteenth
year. Though he was a Quaker, this did not prevent him from
taking an active part in the sfruggle. He first became a Lieuten-
ant, and then a Captain, in the American Army. On February
27, 1778, he was taken prisener, and remained such until April 1,
1781, when he was exchang“éd, Tradition has it, and without the
slightest doubt truthfully, that during a large portion of his life
as prisoner, he was lodged in the County Jail, which was then
located in IFlatbush, and given by parole the freedom of certain
portions of the village.

In those days Mr. Jacob Lefferts, an honored citizen of the
village, with Tory sympathies, resided in an old Dutch house on
the northwest corner of the “Cross-Roads.” His daughter, Abigail,
was onc of the belles of the town. It is not strange that the
manly young Captain and Miss Abigail should meet, and having
met, looked, “no sooner looked but they loved, no sooner loved
but they sighed, no sooner sighed but they asked one another the
reason, no sooner knew the reason but they sought the remedy.”
But here the real romance begins.

Captain Lloyd may have been billeted, for his meals, on the
family of Mr. Lefferts, and in that case only the Tory prejudices
of Abigail’s father would have needed to be overcome. But there
were those, possibly just village gos-
sips, who declared that the limits of
his parole would not allow the young
prisoner to cross Church Lane, as the
road was then called. Now Miss Abi-
gail was a very exemplary and proper
young lady, and her ideas of propriety,
undoubtedly, would not allow her to
cross the street to seek the company
of a young man. The situation was a
variation of the “Pyramis and
Thisby” affair, and the question a
variation of “The Lady and the Tiger”
problem. Did Captain Lloyd violate
BaTEMAN LLoyp the conditions of his parole, or did
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the very proper Miss Abigail Lefferts
violate her ideas of propriety? Neither
horn of this dilemma is tenable.

Miss Abigail had an uncle who, it
is said, had watched the growing love
between these two young people. He
had no Tory scruples and he had a live
sympathy for the lovers. As his res-
idence is admitted to have been within
the limits of the prisoner’s parole, the
imagination can easily picture many
accidental meetings of the young peo-
ple at his home. Then one day, the AsicaiL L. Lrovp
preacher happened there simultane- )
ously with the meeting of the lovers. After the marriage,
which occurred January 19, 1780, it is said, Mr. Jacob Lefferts
overcame his Tory scruples and gave the young people his
blessing.

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd spent the greater part of their lives in
FFlatbush and became the ancestors of two lines of Trustees of
Erasmus Hall Academy—the Zabriskies and the Lefferts.*

Slatbush in Republican Times

In Republican times Flatbush continued to be of first impor-
tance among the villages of Kings County. It was first made
County-Town in 1668; it remained the County-Town in post-
revolutionary times. It contained the court-house, and when
court was in session, the lawyers, their clients, and all interested
in litigation flocked to the village. The most important Reformed
Dutch Church of Kings County was located in Flatbush. Here
was the best school in the county. The farmers were thrifty and
prosperous, many of them becoming even wealthy, as wealth was
considered in those davs. Flatbush, however,-was not, even after the
Revolution, a large village, as late as 1840 the population being
only 1,540. The dwellings were largely the residences of farmers,
who were lineal descendants of the first Dutch settlers on Long
Island, or Nassau Island, as it was called. The center of life
continued to be at the Cross-Roads.

Until 1832 the court-house and jail stood on the west side of

* For the facts relating to this romance. see The Zabriskie Homestead.
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Main Road, nearly opposite the southern corner of the new Eras-
mus Hall building. In front of the jail, in plain sight, were the
stocks and whipping post. In general the county officials lived in
Flatbush, but when court was in session the stages brought many
strangers to the otherwise quiet village. The coaches stopped at

THirp Court-Houskg, 1796

the village inn or tavern. just north of the jail, kept by Widow
Schoonmaker. The old tavern sign, with its English coat-of-arms,
that swung in front, was, when taken down, placed in the Academy
for safe keeping, but eventually found its way into the kindling
pile of some ruthless teacher. The main part of the Schoon-
maker Inn, modernized, has been converted into a residence, now
occupied by Dr. FFerris.

At the Cross-Roads, on the southwest corner, stood the church
edifice, second in point of time to occupy this site. ‘It was of stone,
facing the east, with a steep, four-sided roof, in the center of which
was a steeple.”* *“The present church is the third upon the same
spot; it was completed in 1796.” It was customary in early post-
revolutionary days, for what were called the six collegiate Dutch
churches in Kings County, to have two preachers called colleagues,
who in succession made a circuit of the six churches. Thus every
church would have a forenoon and an afternoon service once every
two weeks. The preaching was in the Dutch language until

* Vanderbilt.
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1792, when the afternoon sermon was made an English one. In
Flatbush the last Dutch sermon was delivered in 1824. The first
students of Erasmus Hall, when they attended church, heard either
the Rev. Martinus Schoonmaker or the Rev. Peter Lowe. The for-
mer, who resided in the parsonage just south of the church, always
preached in Dutch. Mr. Lowe seems to have lived in the second
house north of what is now called Vernon Avenue, on the east side
of Main Road. The main parsonage “was a long, low building,
without front windows on the second story, and with a steep, heavy
roof, after the pattern of the first Dutch houses.”*

Returning to the Four Corners, we find on the northwest
corner of Main Road and Church Lane one of the very old land-
marks, later known as the Zabriskie Homestead. ‘“There were
none who could furnish a record of the time when, or by whom,
it was built. In its heavy, sloping roof, its long, narrow front
stoop, and the low ceilings of its roomy first floor, it showed the

THE Four CorRNERS—FLATBUSH, 1787

characteristics of the houses built at an earlier period.” Near the
gable end of this house stood an immense linden tree, under
which Washington is said to have pitched his tent, and British
officers to have stationed themselves, at various periods in Revo-
lutionary times.

* Vanderbilt.
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A liberty pole stood at the northeast corner of the Cross-Roads.
Near it was the Stryker Homestead, a long, low brick house. On
the remaining corner stood the Neefus House. It too was of the
old style Dutch architecture. “There were half-doors, with round
glasses in the upper half to light the room into which the front door
opened. A large linden tree stood upon the sidewalk before the
door, shading the long stoop.”*

South of this house, on a triangular lot of ground, stood the
old village schoolhouse. It consisted of ‘“three distinct buildings
joined together, and evidently erected at different periods of time.
The most eastern, which was probably the first erected in the town,
was built of stone, and stood about sixty feet from the street, being
one story high. The second was composed of wood, more elevated
than the first, having a steep roof in front, and a long, sloping roof
in the rear, reaching so near the ground as to admit of only a small
window behind. The third, also a frame building, was of more
modern date, the gable end of which fronted the street and stood
in a line with it. . . . The whole fronted the south,” the west-
erly front room always being used as a schoolroom. The school-
master lived in the building, and the east end of the house served
as a kitchen.t

The schoolmaster was an important personage in the village.
His duties were so varied as almost to alarm the modern teacher.
After 1776, he was forced to teach English to the children, though
they were to be also instructed in the ordinary branches of a Dutch
education. The master was obliged to give a thorough course in
catechism. “He was to keep the church clean and ring the bell.
Before the sermon he was to read a chapter out of the Bible, the
ten commandments, the twelve articles of faith, and take the lead
in singing. The afternoon duties were of a similar nature. When
the minister preached in some other village, he was required ‘to
read twice before the congregation from the book commonly used
for that purpose, and also to read a sermon on the explanation of
the catechism.”” He provided the bread and wine for the cele-
bration of the Lord’s Supper, and the water for the administration
of baptism. He invited friends to the funerals; he dug the graves
and removed the dirt from the church; and he assumed the respon-
sibility of Sunday School teachers. During the sessions of the
court he was employed as court messenger, though he received
extra pay for this service.t

* Vanderbilt. t Streng, p 118. $ Vanderbilt. pp. 52, 53.
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The Zabriskie and the Neefus houses have already been men-
tioned. The J. C. Bergen house, probably erected for David Clark-
son in 1735, stood, until 1902, on the northwest corner of Flatbush
Avenue and Albemarle Road. On the vacant lot south of the end
of Albemarle Road stood another old Dutch house, since owned by
Dr. Vanderveer, but in the first years of Erasmus Hall, it was the
reputed residence of Dr. Livingston, the first principal of the Acad-
emy. Here he was accustomed to spend his summers lecturing to
his theological students. Between the Bergen house and the court-
house were probably a couple of small inns, known as the Wiggins
Inn and the Van Buren Inn. South of the J. C. Bergen house lived
Johannes E. Lott, and still further down the road were the homes
of the Ditmas family. The Vanderveers lived on the east side of
the road, south of the home of the Rev. Peter Lowe.

The property on the west side of the road, from the Dutch
Church on the south to what is now East New York Avenue on the
north, was once held entirely in the names of the Lefferts, Martense
and Vanderbilt families.”* Where the Midwood Club now stands
was, in the early settlement, the home of Senator John Vanderbilt,
who, with Dr. Livingston first conceived the idea of an academy
in Flatbush. There he resided in an old Dutch house. Next,
probably, was the home of George Martense.

In these early times there were more slaves in Flatbush than
in any other part of Kings County. Nearly every family had its
slaves, whose descendants remained in the family from genera-
tion to generation, until a law was passed which gave the children
of slaves their freedom. It is possible even now occasionally to find
a descendant of the slaves of the old time a faithful servant in the
family where his ancestors lived and served as bond-servant.

Flatbush with its old church and its parsonages. with its court-
house and its jail, with its inns and its old Dutch houses, with
its liberty pole and its village school, was a fitting place to become
the patron of a sounder education than other communities
afforded. To enable the children of the community to enjoy the
best educational advantages possible, Erasmus Hall Academy
was founded. For years the struggle to maintain it was severe.
There was not a penny of profit in the school, but the founders
were persistent and self-sacrificing; it was maintained and it flour-
ished. Its influence on the community is beyond all calculation.

* Vanderbilt, p. 212,
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Founding an Academy

“To the Reverend Dr. John H. Livingston and Senator John
Vanderbilt is due the credit of founding an academy in Flatbush.”

Dr. Livingston was eminently fitted for the position which he
assumed in the matter of founding Erasmus Hall Academy. A
descendant of the Livingstons who had settled in Eastern New York,
he prepared himself fully for the occupation of a clergvman in the
Reformed Dutch Church. After the ordinary schooling in New
Milford, Conn., he, at the age of twelve, passed the examination
and entered Yale College as a Freshman. This was in Septem-
ber, 1758. After four years he took his A.B. degree, and three
years later was awarded the A.M. degree. His first plan was to
enter the profession of law, but his health failing, after a rest his
attention was called to the ministry. Having determined to enter
upon this line of work, he declared that he must have the best
preparation possible. So in 1766 he sailed for Holland to prepare
for his life work. After four years of severe study at the Univer-
sity of Utrecht, he was graduated with the degree of Doctor of
Divinity. Fully restored to health (through prayer, he claimed).
he returned to America to begin his wonderfully active career as
clergyman and educator.

There scems to have been something remarkable in the per-
sonality of Dr. Livingston, even in these formative years. His
preparation for life was the best that the New World could afford:
his preparation for the ministry was the best the Otd World could
offer. His relationship with the learned men of Utrecht was
rather that of an equal and a companion than that of a student.
At the close of his University career he was called to the pas-
torate of the New York City church. In this pastorate he had
three colleagues, for there were four congregations in the city.
The Dutch churches, even in America. were acknowledged to
equal if not exceed those of other denominations.* Yet there was
a schism which threatened to disrupt the entire church. Dr.
Livingston became peacemaker, and succeeded in forming a union
of the factions. During the Revolution, while the English occu-
pied the City of New York, he preached at Albany, Poughkeepsie
and other places along the Hudson. At the close of the war he
reopened the old Dutch Church in Garden Strcet, New York,
where the remnants of the four congregations gathered around

* Livingston Memoirs, p. 188.
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him. Here he continued to preach two or more times every Sab-
bath for several vears. Throughout his career, it is safe to say, he
was a leading character among the clergymen of his denomina-
tion. In every movement he was consulted. lHe was influential
in drafting the form of constitution finally adopted by his Church.
He collected the Psalms and hymns for the use of his Church.
He watched over her interests with a jealous care that never
abated.

In educational matters Dr. Livingston was fully alive to the
necessities of his Church and of the times. First he worked for
the appointment of a Professor of Theology. When the position
was created by the American Synod and application was made to
the Faculty of the University of Utrecht for a suitable man to
fill the chair, he was unanimously recommended. Nothing, how-
ever, could be done during Revolutionary times, but soon after
the war closed he took up in earnest the matter of education. In
1784 he was duly elected Professor of Didactic and Polemic The-
ology for the Reformed Dutch Church in America. This honor
simply added new duties to his former ones without lessening his
work as a pastor, or increasing his remuneration for the same.
It now became the Doctor’s ambition to have a theological sem-
inary, or at least to control a theological department of some col-
lege. While this matter was pending he taught theology to such
students as gathered about him in his own home.

In 1786 Dr. Livingston came to Flatbush to spend his sum-
mer. His theological students followed him to that village,
finding it cheaper living there than in the city. As has been said,
it is probable that Dr. Livingston occupied the house owned by
Dr. Vanderveer on the corner of what is now Flatbush Avenue
and Albemarle Road. Here was the germ of the seminary which
he had for a long time hoped to found.

With the advent of Dr. Livingston to Flatbush the subject of
higher education became a live one in the otherwise almost dead
village. Very soon he associated with himself Senator Vander-
bilt., and together they conceived the idea of establishing in Flat-
bush an institution for higher learning. They succeeded in
interesting many prominent families in the matter of founding an
academy. No doubt Dr. Livingston held out the inducement that
it would be the germ from which a theological seminary for the
Reformed Dutch Church would grow. There seems to have been
a feeling in the village that the children of the community were
not enjoying the best educational advantages of the times. The
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villagers were ready, therefore, to encourage any movement that
would tend to give better educational advantages to their sons
and daughters. The people were thrifty and able to support an
academy. Before the close of the first summer in the village Dr.
Livingston had gained the support of not only Senator Vander-
bilt but of Jacob Lefferts, Joris Martense, Peter Lefferts, Johannes
E. Lott, Cornelius Vanderveer, Justice John Vanderbilt, William
B. Gifford, Peter Cornell, Matthew Clarkson, Aquila Giles, John
J. Vanderbilt, and Garret Martense. Then began the preparation
for the erection of a building.

As Flatbush was the county-seat of Kings County it was well
known throughout southeastern New York. Its old families
were, in 1786, representing the county in State and National
legislative assemblies. There were many prominent people, not
in the environs of the village, who were interested in the progress
and prosperity of her people. It was, therefore, the most natural
thing in the world for the projectors of the academy to invite
their friends from near and far to help in the enterprise of build-
ing a school. Accordingly, “a subscription paper was circulated
in the village, and handed to some friends in the City of New
York. In this way the sum of 915 pounds was raised toward the
object.” The subscription read as follows:

“Whereas, This County experiences the greatest inconven-
ience from the want of a Public School being erected, in which
the English, Latin and Greek, with other branches of learning
usual in Academies, are taught, and considering the preceding
regulations and proposals for erecting the same, in the town of
Flatbush, highly beneficial and honorable to said County: We,
the underwritten, agree to pay towards erecting the same, such
sum as is annexed to our names, the one half on the first of April
next, the other half on the first day of August following; and we
further take the trouble to solicit from friends of Literature, in
New York, their encouragement, to enable us to carry into execu-
tion this laudable attempt.”*

Kings County, Flatbush, February 22, 1786.

(Signed)
John Vanderbilt............... £100 Adriante Voorhees ............ £30
Peter Lefferts ................ 60 Hendrick Suydam ............ 25

John Vanderbilt .............. so  William B. Gifford ............ 20

* Strong, pp. 123, 124.
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Garret Martense .............. f50 Philip Nagel .................. £15
Peter Cornell ................. 15 M. Clarkson ............. ...t 50
Joris Martense ............... 50 Johannes Waldron ............ 5
Aa Giles ........c00 il so George Clinton, for any place in

Jacob Lefterts ................ 50 Kings County ............... 15
Johannes E. Lott ............. 50 John Jay .......coooiiiil 15
Cornelius Vanderveer ......... 50 Robert H. Livingston ......... 15
James Duane ................. 15 John Sloss Hobart ........... 5
Richard Varick ............... 10 James Giles .............o.oln 5
Brockholst Livingston ........ 10 John H. Livingston ........... 5
Alexander Hamilton .......... 10 Comfort Sands ............... 20
William Duer ................ 15 Samuel Franklin .............. 10
Walter Rutherford ............ 10 Francis Childs ................ 5
Carey Ludlow ................ 10 Richard Platt ................ 10
Edward Livingston ........... 10 W.Edgar .................... 5
William Wilcox ............. 10 Sampson Fleming ............. 5
D. C. Verplanck ............00 10 Aaron Burr .................. 10

McCoombe ............ 10

Having formed the proper asso-
ciation, the people, immediately
interested, seem to have proceed-
ed at once to the purchase of a lot
and to the erection of a building.
The lot selected was on Main
Road (Flatbush Avenue), oppo-
site the court-house, and just
south of that on which the village
schoolhouse stood. This lot
three acres in extent, was near the center of the village. The
Church virtually donated the site. It was not, however, until
December 29, 1797, that a deed in perpetuity was secured, the
trustees paying $187.50 in lieu of all rents. Immediately on the
securing of the lot the associates made preparation for the erec-
tion of a building. The material was furnished largely from the
farms about. Those who had wood suitable for frame-work fur-
nished the logs, and those who had timber suitable for making
the laths, shingles and boards, furnished that timber. Every one
lent a willing hand. The beams were hand-hewed; the laths and
shingles hand-made. Before the year was over the people of
Flatbush saw a school building pretty well under way, and before
the close of 1787 the building was ready for use as an academy.
This structure was for the time, a large one, being one hundred
feet by thirty-six feet, and containing four large halls, thirty-five

! SENATOR JOHN VANDERBILT
' was a man of great nobleness
] of mind, of liberal views, and
{ of enlarged public spirit. He
| was among the deputies from
| Kings County who met in New
i York in convention, April 10,
| 1775, for the purpose of choos-
| ing delegates for the First Con-
I tinental Congress.
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feet by twenty-two and a half feet, and twelve smaller rooms.
There could not be found in the country a more imposing build-
ing dedicated to the purpose of education. The Academy was
named in honor of Desiderius Erasmus, the Dutch scholar who
brought the New Learning to England in the time of Henry VIIL.

“The first public exhibition of Erasmus IHall was held Sep-
tember 27, 1787, ‘and the scene,” says Stiles, ‘was graced by the
presence of the Governor of the State, several members of the
Assembly, and a large concourse of prominent gentlemen of the
vicinity.” "'*

Before carrying the work to completion, however, the found-
ers of Erasmus Hall Academy determined to make the institution
i 7 ~as prominent as possible among
} Jouannes E. Lort was one ’ the schools of the State, and as

soon as things were in a condition

of the six delegates from Kings .
g:’e';:tyi;oﬁtsv Pg{o(;';l?c'(a:litgo?,; to warrant it they made overtures
1776. He was a member of to the Regents of the University
E:ell;siemgz gg;"ﬁ}:_';t county + of the State of New York for a
gate of the county under the | charter. Their application is dated
tsht:tej‘ﬁ;;’:‘it‘t(‘)‘;'°t';lea"gog:_‘t° gg May 18, 1787, and their request is,
Common Pleas, becoming final- “That the Academy erected by

| ly First Judge of that court. them might be incorporated by
’ their lonorable Body, and

become subject to their visitation.”t
The matter came before the Regents on the 17th of November,

1787.

“The board resolved itself into a committee of the whole upon the appli-
cations of Jacob Lefferts and others and of Samuel Buell and others. After
some time spent thereon, Dr. Rodgers reported that the committee had con-
sidered those reports of the sub-committecs and were of opinion that they
should be confirmed.

“Whercupon it was ordered that the said reports be confirmed, and it was
further ordered that the Secretary prepare the draft of an instrument for
incorporating the said John Van Der Bilt and eighteen other persons for that
purpose nominated and that he submit such draft to the Attorney-General
of the State for his opinion thereon. The Secretary, in conformity to the
above order, laid before the board the draft of an instrument approved by the
Attorney-General for the purpose of incorporating the said John Van Der Bilt
and others by the name of “I'he Trustees of Erasmus Hall in Kings County,’
which was ordered and agreed to.

* Ostrander: History of the City of Brooklyn and Kings County, Vol. 1L, p. 3s.
t Jeremiah Lott, Trustee Minutes, December 27, 1809.
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“Ordered, that the same be engrossed and the Chancellor affix the seal
of the University thereto when preferred."*

Erasmus Hall was the first school of secondary rank to receive
a charter from the Regents, though tradition has given priority of
birth to Clinton Academy, East Hampton.t The records at Albany,
however, cannot be disputed. Though Clinton Academy was
chartered on the same day, Erasmus Hall was the first to receive
attention from that honorable body. The institution at East
Hampton has long since ceased to exist; the old Flatbush school
thus doubly stands without a rival as the oldest Regents’ acad-
emy in the State.t The original charter, in a good state of preser-
vation, is still in existence and is in the custody of Mr. John Z.
Lott, the present Secretary of the Board of Trustees. It reads
as follows:

THE RecenTs oF THE UNIversiTy of the State of New York to all
whom these presents shall or may come, GREETING. WHEREAS, Jacob
Lefferts, Joris Martense, Peter Lefferts, Johannes E. Lott, Cornelius
Van Der Veer, John Van Der Bilt, William B. Gifford, Peter Cornell,
Matthew Clarkson, Aquila Giles, John Van Der Bilt and. Gatie
Martense, by an instrument in writing under their hands and seals,
bearing date the eighteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, after stating among other
things that they are Founders and Benefactors of a certain Academy,
at Flatbush, in Kings County, in the State aforesaid, who have con-
tributed more than one-half in value of the real and personal property
and estate collected or appropriated for the use and benefit of the
said Academy, p1p make application to us, the said Regents, that the said
Academy might be Incorporated and become subject to the visitation of
us and our successors and that we would signify our approbation that
John Van Der Bilt, Walter Minto, Peter Lefferts, Johannes E. Lott,
Aquila Giles, Cornelius Van Der Veer, George Martense, Jacob Lefferts,
William Bernard Gifford, Hendrick Suydam, John J. Van Der Bilt,
Martinus Schoonmaker, Philip Nagle, Peter Cornell, John H. Livingston,
James Wilson, Samuel Provost, John Mason, and Comfort Sands, the
Trustees named in the said application and their successors might be
a Body Corporate and Politic by the name and style of the Erasmus
HaLr in Kings County.

Now Know YE that we, the said Regents, having enquired into the
allegations contained in the Instrument in writing aforesaid and found
the same to be true and conceiving the said Academy, calculated for
the promotion of literature, po by these presents, pursuant to the Statute
in such case made and provided, signify our approbation of the Incor-

* Extract from Regents’ Minutes, November 17, 1787. For this and several other
similar extracts we are indebted to Mr. J. R. Parsons, Secretary of the University, 19or.
See “ A Memorial of the Rev. William Henry Campbell,” printed by 'Rutgcr's
College. See also Vanderbilt’s Social History of Flatbush, p. 199. See also Dr. Strong's
History of Flatbush.
$ Regents Minutes.

3
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poration of the said John Van Der Bilt, Walter Minto, Peter Lefferts,
Johannes E. Lott, Aquila Giles, Cornelius Van Der Veer, George
Martense, Jacob Lefferts, William Barnard Gifford, Hendrick Suydam,
John J. Van Der Bilt, Martinus Schoonmaker, Philip Nagle, Peter
Cornell, John H. Livingston, James Wilson, Samuel Provost, John
Mason, and Comfort Sands, the Trustees of the said Academy, so as
aforesaid named by the Founders thereof by the name of the Trustees
of Erasmus HaLL in Kings County, being the name mentioned in and
by the said request in writing.

IN WiTnEss whereof we have caused our Common Seal to be here-
unto affixed the twentieth day of November, in the twelith year of
American Independence. '

Witnkess, George Clinton, Esquire, Chancellor of the University.
Geo. CLINTON.
By order of the Regents,
RicH. HarisoN, Secretary.

Of the charter members of this Board of Trustees the last four

named did not accept the trust. Their seats were declared vacant

in conformity to a by-
law of the Board, made
April 26, 1790. It is in-
teresting to note the
personnel of this body
of sturdy champions of
sound education. They
were all good men and
strong, and the influ-
ence of some of them
extended far beyond
the circle of the “Four
Corners” in a quiet
Dutch village.

The first meeting of
the Board of Trustees,
after the charter was

SEAL ADOPTED 1787 granted, was held in

the Hall, December 17, 1787. Senator John Van Der Bilt was
chosen President; Aquila Giles, Sccretary or Clerk, and Peter
Lefferts, Treasurer. At this meeting the President-elect offered
the Board a seal for use in business transactions. The device rep-
resented “Pomona watering a vine and the sun rising thercon,
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with the motto, Custode Dea Crescet.”* The seal was accepted,
and is still the seal of the School.

The Academy was built; it was incorporated by the Regents;
and a strong Board of Trustees was created; yet the men who
were.entrusted with the task of making an academy had no model
after which to shape one. They were pioneers in the field of
academic instruction in America. Erasmus Hall is, therefore, a
growth and may be taken to illustrate steps in the progress of

secondary education under the Regents of the State of New
York.

Administration of the Veb. FJohn IH. Livingston, B. BD.,
1787-1792

From the first conception of the idea of an academy in Flat-
bush, Dr. Livingston was the real strength of this educational
movement. In addition to his duties as pastor of a New York
City church, and as Professor of Sacred Theology for America,
he, at the request of the Board of Trustees, assumed the duties of
Principal of the new academy. The Trustees did not see their way
clear to allow him a salary, but they generously notified him that
they proposed, when the funds of the institution would warrant
it, to pay him a salary which would “not be below their dignity
to offer, or his to accept.”t Dr. Livingston, however, never acted
as a teacher at the Hall. His influence was felt in the selection
of the teachers, subject to the approval of the Board, and in his
close supervision of the work.

At first the work of the Academy must have been very simple.
but this was at a time when the college course was extremely ele-
mentary. Edward Everett Hale is reported as saying that when
he prepared for college he was expected to know his Greek alpha-
bet and to be able to read his Virgil. In 1788 the Trustees fixed
the standard of Erasmus Hall as follows: ‘“As this institution is
designed to be superior to a common school, the Board resolved
that no scholars be admitted into the Hall but such as have begun
to write.”t

Early in 1788, the first year of the Academy, the school was
visited by Regents Egbert Brush and Peter Sylvester, who made
the following very flattering report:

* Minutes of the Trustees, December 17, 1787. t Minutes of Board, April 3 and
November 9, 1788; January 23 and February 13, 1780. 1 Minutes.
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“The academies which have been incorporated by us are: Erasmus Hall,
at Flatbush, in Kings County, and Clinton Academy, at East Hampton, in the
County of Suffolk; the first (Erasmus Hall) consisted, at the late visitation,
of 26 students under the tuition of. Mr. Brandt Schuyler Luptin. The
Revd. John H. Livingston, Doctor of Divinity, had been appointed Principal
of the Academy, and in conjunction with the trustees had signified a deter-
mination that the classical and English departments shall be regularly attended
to by proper teachers; the first of these departments is to comprise the Latin
and Greek languages, with geography and the outlines of ancient and modern
history; the latter to comprehend the English language, reading, writing,
arithmetic and bookkeeping. It is intended that the French language shall
also be taught to those who request it, and elocution attended to in both
departments. This institution is at present in its infancy and unprovided with
funds, but the scholars have given encouraging proofs of diligence and pro-
ficiency.”*

The Trustees, careful and painstaking in their management
and supervision of the young school, early deemed it wise to have
a fixed code of laws regulating the conduct of pupils and teachers.
Therefore, to satisfy patrons, on the first of November, 1788,
the Board adopted the following rules for the government of
Erasmus Hall

CHAPTER 1L

1. Erasmus Hall being incorporated agreeable to the Act of Legislature
of the State of New York, the government of the institution is immediately
vested in the Trustees, who are distinguished by the same name and title
of the Trustees of Erasmus Hall, in Kings County.

2. The particular care and direction of the Academy is placed in the
ptincipal, who, by an instrument executed for that purpose by the Trustees,
is authorized to procurc teachers and superintend the general concerns of
the institution,

3. The discipline is committed to the Principal and teachers, who are to
enforce the laws and be exemplary and diligent in procuring the peace and
good order of the Academy.

CHAPTER II.
OF THE TEACHERS.

1. The number of teachers in the Hall will depend upon the number of
students, but there shall be constantly two departments at least supplied with
competent and able teachers.

2. The first department is the Classical, in which the Latin and Greek
languages shall be taught, and to which Geography shall be annexed.

3. The sccond department is the English, in which Reading, English, the
English Grammar, Writing, Arithmetic and Bookkeeping are comprehended.

* Report to B—o;xrd of Regents, February 26, 1788.
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4. The teachers in both departments shall mutually assist each other
as far as their diligent attention to their own respective branches will per-
mit, and shall always unite in promoting the reputation and prosperity of
the Hall to the utmost of their ability.

5. The teacher in the Classical Department is the first in rank, and
shall have a right to inspect the progress of all the students in their respective
branches as often as he shall judge necessary, unless the Principal shall other-
wise direct.

CHAPTER IIL
OF THE STUDENTS.

1. Every student who is admitted in Erasmus Hall shall be regularly
matriculated in a book kept for that purpose.

2. No person shall be received as a student who is of evil fame or has
been obliged to leave any other seminary for bad conduct, unless he pro-
duces sufficient testimony of his reformation.

3. Every student shall be subject to the laws, rules and ordinances of
the Hall, and his parents or guardians shall punctually pay such sums for
entrance and education as the Trustees shall stipulate.

CHAPTER IV.
OF REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS.

'1.\'1 As it is the object of this institution to educate youth on a liberal
plan and frame their manners upon the principles of virtue and politeness,
no vulgar expression or boisterous and indecent threatenings shall ever be
used by the teachers, but such arguments and incentives to diligence and
duty be urged as shall habituate the students to language and conduct worthy
of gentlemen. T

2. The obedience and industry of the students shall be rewarded at.the
public examinations by some literary premium, at the discretion of the
Principal and Trustees, or by a public address calculated to excite and
encourage them to a generous perseverance in well doing.

3. The punishments to be inflicted in the Hall shall not tend to create
a slavish fear, or by any species of cruelty or meanness debase the students,
but they shall be such as will operate on their sentiments of honor and gen-
erosity, of duty and of piety.

4. If private and public admonitions shall prove unavailing, the teachers
shall report the case to the Principal, who, together with the Trustees, shall
decide the matter.

CHAPTER V.
OF EXAMINATIONS.

1. There shall be four quarterly examinations every year in Erasmus
Hall, in the presence of the Trustees and Principal and such patrons of learn-
ing as choose to attend, when the progress of all the students shall be strictly
inquired into.
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2. In the examinations public orations shall be delivered by the students.
3. Private examinations shall be frequently held by the teachers at their
own discretion.

CHAPTER VL
OF VACATIONS,

1. There shall be only two stated vacations in a year, each three weeks:
one to commence in the beginning of April, and the other in the beginning of
October. )

2. The day following the quarterly examinations shall always be a day of
rest to the students, on which the ordinary exercises of the Hall shall be
suspended.

3. On New Year's Day, Easter, Whitsuntide and Christmas, the ordinary
duties may also be remitted, at the discretion of the teachers.

4. It shall also be in the power of the teachers to reward any singular
diligence and hard study by giving a deserving student or class the half or
the whole of a day for recreation, provided such rewards be not too frequent,
and that the students do not leave the village on such days.

CHAPTER VII
OF THE CONDUCT AND BEHAVIOR OF THE STUDENTS.

1) The students shall honor the teachers and always testify a proper
respect, subordination and obedience to them. )

2) Every student as well as the teachers shall be punctual in attending
public prayers, both morning and evening, in the Hall.

3. Every student shall be friendly, kind and affable to all his fellow
students. There shall be no nicknames, no harsh words or angry threatenings
used, nor shall anyone presume to strike another, and the teachers shall make
strict inquiry to discover the cause of every quarrel and distinguish the
student who gave the provocation by superior and exemplary punishment.

4. The students shall be polite in their conversation and intercourse with
“strangers, and shall most carefully avoid all low, vulgar, obscene words, as
well as all indecency of conduct.

5. The students shall always appear clean and neat in their person and
dress. They shall take off their hats when they enter, and continue with
their heads uncovered while they remain in the Hall, nor shall any-of them
run or make any noise on any pretence whatever in the Hall

6. No students shall either in jest or anger throw anything at any per-
son, or offer any violence whereby others may be hurt or injured.

7. No student shall trespass upon the property of any person, or walk on
any enclosure, or take any fruit, without first obtaining permission of the
owner.

8.’ There shall be no profane swearing in Erasmus Hall. Every student
who shall be guilty of cursing another or taking the holy name of God in
vain or using any profane language shall be immediately called to account and
punished, agreeably to the order and process hereafter specified without any
discretionary pardon.

9. No student shall be permitted to practice any species of gaming, nor
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to_drink any spirituous liquors, nor to go into any tavern in Flat Bush under
any pretense whatever without first obtalmng the consent of one of the
teaehcrs

10. ) The students shall not break the Sabbath by any plays or diversions,
buL_c\'ery one shall attend prayers on that day in the Hall with the teachers,
unless there is English preaching in Flat Bush, when at least one of the
teachers and all the students, excepting such as are excused at the par-
ticular request of their parents or guardians, shall walk together from the
Hall to the church and stay decently in such places together as shall be
assigned for that purpose.

11/ No student shall be permitted to fire a gun within the bounds of
Flat Bush, nor shall any one possess powder or dlvert himself with pistols
or any fireworks whatever.

12. Students shall not go beyond the limits of the township of Flat Bush
without first obtaining the permission of one of the teachers.

13. Ne student shall be absent from the Hall on the stated hours for
study without the consent of the teacher of the class to which he belongs.

14. All the students shall be at their lodgings early every evening, and
shall by an affectionate, polite and faithful behavior endeavor to recommend
themselves to the respective families where they board, and give no cause of
complaint or dissatisfaction.

15. The students who shall not in every respect obey the aforesaid laws
shall for the first offense be faithfully admonished in private by the teacher
of their class; for the second offence they shall be admonished before their
class; for the third they shall be publicly admonished before the whole Hall,
and in case of a fourth offense, their crime shall be reported to the Trustees
that they may expel such offenders,

160 As a farther inducement to obedience and good order, the Principal
and teachers shall keep a book in which they shall enter the name of every
student who is publicly admonished in the Hall, together with his crime, which
book shall be laid before the Trustees whenever they shall call for the same.

The chapters and paragraphs foregoing are to be considered as containing
the laws, ordinances and statutes of Erasmus Hall; and that none may plead
ignorance of the laws, the seventh chapter, which respects the behavior of
the students, shall be fairly copied and hung up in the Hall for the inspection
and instruction of all concerned.*

In reviewing the history of Erasmus Hall we are brought back
to the days of the militia and of general training. The projectors
of the Academy, in their anxiety to guard the interests of the
institution, earnestly petitioned the Legislature to exempt the
pupils at the Hall from service in the militia. The reason assigned
was that such service would be unjust to students from the
Southern States and from the West Indies.t

In early years the entrance fee to the Hall was one half guinea,
and the tuition was three pounds ten shillings for English instruc-

* Minutes, November 1, 1788. t Minutes, November 1, 1788.
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tion. Ior instruction in all other departments the entrance fee
was one guinea, and the tuition was six pounds. There seems to
have been some discrimination in favor of Flatbush pupils. On
being requested by the Regents to make no discrimination, the
Trustees replied that “Owing to the opposition of the inhabitants
of Flatbush” they feared that the Church would employ a good
teacher in the Public School, and charge only four pounds a
year for tuition.* It seems from many indications that there
was a little feeling, on the part of those who were not financially
interested in the Academy, against the institution. Some of
the residents of Flatbush who could easily afford to send their
children to school refused to do so. As it will appear later,
there were those who were interested in the Commons, who
refused to sign away their rights in the interest of the Hall.
The story is told of an old resident who, when driving along
the road with a load of grain, fell from his wagon, and on
rising from the ground, cursed Erasmus Hall for the accident.
This feeling, however, was overcome at a later time.

One of the first movements
on the part of the Trustees
was in the direction of se-
curing a library. As early
as 1788, one dollar was ex-
acted from every pupil study-
ing the languages for the pur-
posc of purchasing books.
The complaints of parents,
however, caused this practice
to be discontinued.t So the
Trustees became dependent
upon the Regents for library
and equipment. On May 2,
1701, the Regents presented
the Academy with 115 books
and the following pieces of
apparatus: one thermometer,
one barometer, one very small
magnet, an electrical appara-
tus, one theodolite and chair,

Book PLATE, ADOPTED 1707 one Hadley's quadrant, a

* Minutes, 1791. t Minutes, April 3, 1788.
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small telescope, two prisms, and a case of drawing instru-
ments. John Tod, the chief teacher, was appointed cus-
todian of apparatus and books. Among the books furnished
at this time were Johnson’s Dictionary, Goldsmith’s Roman His-
tory and his Animated Nature, the Spectator, the Rambler, the
Guardian, Paradise Lost, and others of similar character, some of
which are still in the school library. It will be noticed that this
selection was made when Goldsmith, as a historian and scientist,
was an authority, and his books were very popular. The school
would be considered progressive to have such books in its library.

Outside of Flatbush the school seems to have become popular
at once, though there is no record pertaining to the methods of
advertising employed. Students came not only from the neigh-
boring villages and cities and States, but from long distances.
In a list of the students for 1787 we find two from the West
Indies, one from New Orleans, and one from France. In a list for
1788, Pennsylvania and North Carolina are represented, while
there is a student from each: The Island of Jamaica, Island of
St. Thomas, Island of Granada, Island of Tortolo. In 1789 South
Carolina, Georgia and Maryland are represented, while among
foreign countries, St. Croix, France, and Portugal are sending
students. So well was the institution known that in an old leather-
bound book published in Boston in 1791, a traveler from New
England makes this statement: *‘In this State [New York] there
are several academies. One of them, Erasmus Hall, is in the
delightful and flourishing village of Flatbush.”*

Again, in 1790, Erasmus Hall was subject to visitation by the
Regents, and the condition of the Academy may be learned from
the report recorded in the Minutes of that body under the date of
February 15th: “Doctor (William) Linn and General (Mathew)
Clarkson reported that they had, according to the directions of
the Board, visited Erasmus Hall in October last (at which time
there were 72 scholars) and were highly pleased with the growing
state of the seminary, the diligence of the teachers and the pro-
ficiency of the scholars.”

Originally the number of Trustees of Erasmus Hall was nine-
teen. This self-perpetuating Board assumed the responsibility of
increasing the number of members. Candidates were elected by
vote, on nomination, at any meeting, a majority vote electing to

* Vanderbilt, p. zo1.
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membership. In the period between 1787 and 1789, six new
names were added to the list of Trustees. Early in the existence
of the Board the Trustees adopted the following rules of conduct,
indicating that they had their own troubles while attempting to
legislate for the interests of the Academy: “(1) Only one mem-
ber shall speak at a time; (2) All motions and addresses shall be
made to the Chair, and standing; (3) No notice shall be taken
of any motion that is not seconded; (4) If two members shall
rise to speak, the President shall decide which is entitled to speak
first."*
On the 26th day of April, 1790, the Board of Trustees adopted
7 an important resolution govern-
( Wittiax  ALEXANDER DUER { i11g the membership of that body.
was once a student, according } Some members had never attend-
|

;g Mrs. Strong, in Erasmus ed the meetings of the Board,
all. He was born in Rhine- H -
beck, N. Y. Sept. 8, 1780, and others were indifferent about a?

tending. On the above date it

died in New York on the 3oth
gf May, 121358- By }l;m{)esslon, was resolved that if any member
dfstm;iihéwﬂ?a writer g0 | should absent himself from the
some of the periodicals of the meetings for one year, without
time. He was a supporter of ' g, fcient excuse, his seat should
Aaron Burr. As a member of A ’ PR
the State Assembly, he served | be considered vacant. This is
upon the Committee of Colleges ' called the *“By-Law of Limita-
and Academies. He was the s g TR
originator of the bill establish- tion. This method of compel-
ing an income for the common | ling attendance upon its meetings
schools. He became Judge of . g P . &
the Supreme Court, and in 1820, | did not seem to have the desired
he was elected President of  effect, so on the 17th day of Octo-
Columbia College, where he re- ciqe
mained until 1842—Cyclopedia ber, 1791, a fine of two shillings
of American Biography. | was voted on members for ab-
- ’ - sences from the meetings of the
Board. There is no record of this regulation having been en-
forced, though the former one continued in force as long as the
institution remained a private academy.*
Of student life in these days very little can be learned. Quite
a number who came from a distance boarded in the school; yet
as the number increased and the rooms became full, some of the
students found living places in the homes of the farmers. Though
their circumstances did not compel them to take boarders, the
inhabitants of Flatbush entered into an agreement to take pupils
into their families and to give them homes. They furnished bed,

* Minutes.
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board and washing for twenty pounds per annum.* The boys
undoubtedly, like other boys, were fond of a good time. One of
the Trustees made at one time complaints against a boy for steal-
ing apples. In a journal kept by J. Baxter, who lived in Flat-
lands, under the date of October 13, 1792, occurs the following
laconic note: “Went to the meeting to the church about the
Academy boys, who had played the d 1.”

The money obtained by voluntary contributions was first
applied to the debt incurred by the projectors, but it proved insuf-
ficient to defray the expenditures. The buildings and grounds
had cost $6,250. After all subscriptions had been collected, there
still remained a debt of $2,500.

The founders and benefactors of
the institution then turned their
attention to another source of in-
come. A considerable tract of
land belonging to the inhabitants
of Flatbush and held by them in

JoHN MACPHERSON BERRIEN,
once a student at Erasmus

l Hall, was born in New Jersey,
August 21, 1781. He died m
| Savannah, Ga., January 1, 1856.
In 1796, after graduating from
Princeton, he was admitted to

the bar of Georgia and rose to
the position of District Judge.
He served a term in the
Georgia Senate and four terms
in the United States Senate.
From 1829 to 1831, he was At-
torney-General of the United
States. In 1844, he was a dele-
gate from Georgia in the Con-
vention of Baltimore that nomi-
nated Henry Clay for presi-
dency. He was one of the
Board of Regents of the Smith-
sonian Institution—Cyclopedia
of American Biography.

common, was directed to be sold.
“The founders of the Academy
held proportionate rights in the
Common, and agreed that their
respective proportions should be
applied towards paying the debt
which they had contracted, and
the money obtained in this way
was accordingly applied.”t The
tract of land thus sold lay east of
the village, and was known as
“Twiller’s” and “Corlear’s” Flats. After paying those inhabitants
of the town who would not relinquish their rights to these com-
mons in favor of the Academy, the projectors were able to reduce
the incumbrance by about $1,500. By the 12th of September, 1780,
the debt had been reduced to $1,064.94. It is interesting to note that
in their report to the Regents in 1791, the Trustees were able to state
that those who had been unfriendly had been so far won over as to
contribute over one hundred pounds toward the debt of the school.

In the selection of teachers, the wisdom of Dr. Livingston and
of the Board of Trustees may be judged from a few facts
gathered largely from the Minutes of the Board. The Principal

Lo e o o e o

* Minutes, February 23, 1791. t Lott, Minutes, December 27, 1809.
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himself represented the
highest education of
the times, being a grad-
uate from one of the
greatest of American
universities, and also
from a very distin-
guished European uni-
versity. Among the
teachers selected was
James Tod, who was
distinguished at that
time as a teacher of
Latin and Greek. Ed-
ward Shepherd, who
was appointed two
vears after the opening
of the school, was paid a salary of one hundred pounds, fully
equivalent to $1,500 at the present time. Albert O’Bleniss, a
graduate of Queens (Rutgers) College, was appointed to a posi-
tion as first teacher in 1791, at a salary of ninety pounds. In
1792 a French teacher was appointed, indicating that the man-
agement of the Academy was fully alive to the demands of the
times. But the action, as far as teachers were concerned, which
showed the greatest wisdom on the part of the Trustees and the
greatest confidence in the future of the institution, was the
appointment of Dr. Peter Wilson as chief tcacher.

This appointment was extremely formal and business-like.
First, the Board “Resolved unanimously that Peter Wilson, Esq.,
Professor of Languages in Columbia College, be called as chief
teacher in this Hall, and that the following instrument of writing
have the seal of the corporation affixed thereto:”

A Winpvow IN THE OLD ATTIC

INSTRUMENT.

“The Trustees of Erasmus Hall in Kings County, being well acquainted
with the character and abilities of Peter Wilson, Esq., Professor of Languages
in Columbia College, and having resolved to call Peter Wilson, Esq., to be
chief teacher in said Iall, thesc persons witness that they have called and
hereby do call said Peter Wilson, Fsq., to be the chicef teacher in said Hall;
and to take upon himself the direction and management of the tuition of the
vouth, agreeable to the constitution of the said Hall; and in all things to
fulfil the duties of a chief teacher; and upon his faithfully fulfilling the
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said duties, the Trustees of said Hall do hereby promise and engage and bind
themselves and their successors to pay the said Peter Wilson, Esq., yearly
and every year in half-yearly payments as long as he shall remain a teacher
in said Hall, the full and just sum of 400 pounds current money of New
York; and further, the said Trustees do also engage to bring to the Hall
from the landing place all the fire wood that shall be wanted and consumed in
the said Hall yearly and every year; and lastly, the said Trustees do also
promise to put the said Peter Wilson, Esq., in full possession of the house
and garden as heretofore have been possessed by the late teacher, and per-
mit him to remain in the quiet possession thereof as long as he shall continue
the chief teacher as aforesaid.

“In witness whereof the Trustees aforesaid have hereunto affixed the
seal of the said corporation this twenty-sixth day of March, in the year of
our Lord one thousand seventeen hundred and ninety-two, by order of the
Board. *

“AA. GiLes, Clerk.

“JoEN VANDERBILT, President.”

Dr. Wilson accepted this call, as well he might, for the salary
offered him was an extremely large one for those days. His
appearance at the Academy greatly
relieved the. Principal from the Joux Warp HUNTER wasi
onerous duties as such. | born in Brooklyn, N. Y. Octo- ‘

For five years Dr. Livingston | ber 15, 1807. He was educated |
acted as Principal of the Acad in the common schools of |

mcipal ot the Academy. | Brooklyn and attended the |
In November, 1792, realizing, | Academy at Flatbush. He was |
probably, that his theological sem- | elected to Congress to fill
. 1d t be located at out an unexpired term. He |
inary wou no ‘e ocate . a | was Mayor of Brooklyn from |
Flatbush, he determined to with- | 1875 to 1876.—Cyclopedia of |
draw from active participation in  “American Biography. !
the management of the Hall. His ~—~ —~
attitude toward the Academy may be understood from his letter
of resignation.

——— e —

New York, November 28, 1792.

Dear Sirs: It is necessary for me to inform you that my attachment to
the interests of Erasmus Hall has from the first projection of the institution
to the present moment always engaged me to do everything in my power to
advance its usefulness and growing reputation. It was for that reason I
consented to accept the proposals which were first made to me by the Trustees;
and afterwards, when an alteration was conceived to be proper in the general
arrangement, I as cheerfully acquiesced. It was to fulfil the requirement of
the law which made the office necessary that I determined to continue as
Principal, and I am conscious of having been always ready to afford every

* Minutes, March 24, 1792.

4



50 Chronicleg of Eragmug Pall Academp

assistance which my friendship and attention could bestow. I am now
happy in seeing the prosperity of an academy whose welfare lies so near
my heart; and as the great end for which I consented to be your Principal
appears to be fully obtained, I conceive it to be proper to communicate to the
Board of Trustees by this letter that I wish to resign to them the office,
and at the same time congratulate them upon the success with which it has
pleased God in His good providence to crown our mutual endeavors. My
personal friendship for Mr. Wilson, but chiefly my full confidence in his
abilities and integrity which will ever prompt him to exert himself in pro-
moting the best interests of the Academy, incline me more particularly to
make this resignation in order that the office may be conferred upon him;
as he is the chief teacher, I wish him to be also the Principal. I am so fully
determined in favorable sentiments respecting him that I conceive any inter-
ference of a Principal is altogether unnecessary, and what on my part will
never be done. I shall continue as much as ever to wish well to the Hall,
and will in common with the other Trustees endeavor to promote its suc-
cess. The Board will please to accept of my resignation with my sincere
acknowledgments for their friendship and confidence, and indulge me in my
request that Mr. Wilson may be appointed the Principal in my room. I have
not spoken to him upon the subject, but as I judge it proper that not only
the real but also the nominal care of the superintendence of the institution
should rest wholly and alone in him, I hope he will not refuse the appoint-
ment. With sentiments of friendship and high respect for yourself and the
whole Board of Trustees, I ever am, dear sir, your affectionate humble
servant. J. H. LivINGSTON.

The HoNoORABLE JoHN VANDERBILT, Esq.,
President of the Board of Trustees, Erasmus Hall.

This communication elicited the following answer from the
Trustees:

ErasMus HaLL, December 8, 1792.

RevEREND SirR: Your friendly letter was handed to us by the President
of the Board on Wednesday evening last. The warm attachments you so
politely express to the interests of Erasmus Hall claim our grateful acknowl-
edgment. We are fully persuaded of your benevolent heart. We cannot for-
get the great exertions you have made for this seminary when yet in its
infant state. You was advisedly chosen its Principal, and in that character
you have distinguished yourself by your unshaken fidelity, your candor and
disinterestedness. The patronizing care you have ever observed to this
hopeful institution has been crowned with success, and we rejoice with you
that its usefulness is so extensive and its reputation growing. At this juncture
of our prosperous circumstances vou are pleased to communicate to the
Board your wish to resign your office as Principal. To this you are inclined
(adopting your own sentiments) not from any reluctance to espouse its inter-
ests, but as the great end for which you consented to act under that char-
acter is now fully obtained, and thereby any further interference on your
part superseded. It is not our wish, Reverend Sir, to call in question the
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propriety of those motives by which you are influenced in this determina-
tion. We can only say that your resignation is received with that sincere
regret which the long experience of your worth and usefulness naturally
inspires, and which can only be allayed by the full confidence we place in
the worthy gentleman you wish to succeed you in that office. While your
useful life is prolonged, we shall ever esteem it our happiness to discharge the
important trust committed to us in fellow membership with you. We are
proud of the connection and doubt not while Erasmus Hall is in being the
tribute of gratitude will be sacred to your memory. We request no more
but a continuance of your favor and patronage and take leave to add with the
sincerest acknowledgments of the obligations you have put upon us, our
mutual prayer for your personal and family prosperity. Long may you live,
Reverend Sir, an honor to the high office you sustain, a patron of the cause
of literature and an ornament of that society of which you are so valuable
a member. We remain with the most affectionate regard, Reverend and dear
Sir, your most obliged devoted friends and servants,

By order of the Board. AA. GiLes, Presiding Trustee.

It will be remembered that Dr. Livingston was the first, and
at that time, the only theological
professor: for the .Reformed Dutch | Jomn Brair LiNN was born
Church in America. . He had no | in Shippcn;{bm;jg, dPennﬁhMa&'clh
. 14, 1777. e died in Philadel-
salary. In 1791 .the Synod took phia, August 30, 1804, He was
steps for the raising of a fund to

j:\ducated a(ti E(r:a?muls) }églll
: : cademy and at Columbia -
endow th.ls professorship, and I.)r. lege. After graduating, he read
Peter Wilson was made custodian ! law with Alexander Hamilton,
of that fund.* There was thus a | though he finallv turned his at-

. . tention to the ministry. When
strong foundation for the friend- he died he was pastor of the
ship between these two men. After | First Presbyterian Church, of

. . .. . Philadelphia. He was an au-
retiring from the principalship of ' thor of some celebrity and
the Hall, Dr. Livingston still fa- | shared his labors with his

d Flatbush ite for th brother-in-law, Charles Brock- .

vore atbush as a site tor the  den Brown. — Cyclopedia of ‘
theological seminary of his Church.  American Biography.

In 1794, the Synod demanded the — ———~ "~~~ ~ ~——"——
time of its professor, and adopted the report of a committee that
was of the opinion “That the town of Flatbush, upon Long
Island, is a proper place where a divinity hall may be opened;
and therefore recommend the same to the Synod for that purpose.
A flourishing academy is there established, which will afford an
opportunity for the students in theology to revise their other
studies, and advance in collateral branches of education.”t

The hopes of Dr. Livingston and his friends, however, were

® Manual of the Reformed Dutch Church in America, Fourth Edition, p. 16s.
t Quoted in Memoirs of Dr. Livingston, p. 216.
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never realized. The theological seminary was finally located at
New Brunswick, as a department of Rutgers. Dr. Livingston
went thither as Professor of Theology. Then he became Presi-
dent of the college, ending thus a very active career as a religious
instructor.

The Administration of BDr. Peter Wilson,
1792-1805

In accordance with the suggestion of Dr. Livingston, the
Trustees elected Dr. Wilson to the position of Principal of
Erasmus Hall Academy.

Dr. Perer WiLsoN

Dr. Wilson was a man of considerable note in political and
educational circles at that time. e was born in Ordiquhill,
Bauff, Scotland, November 23, 1746. He died in New Barbadoes,
N. J., August 1, 1825. He was educated at the University of
Aberdeen, where he paid particular attention to classical studies.
Removing to New York City in 1763 he found employment as a
teacher. Il.ater he was called to the principalship of the Hacken-
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sack (N. J.) Academy, where, over the front windows of his resi-
dence his own name and that of his wife, cut in the stone, were
to be seen until a very recent time. In 1775 he threw himself
with great zeal into the political movements that preceded the
Revolution, and from 1777 until 1783 he served in the New Jersey
Legislature. It is said that on one occasion, not having the
means or the opportunity to reach his home in any other way, he
left the Legislative halls and walked to Hackensack in one night.
At the close of the war in 1783 he was appointed to revise and
codify the laws of the State, and the volume bearing his name
may be found among the law books of any comprehensive law
library of the present time. In 1789 he was elected Professor of
Greek and Latin in Columbia College, and he held this office until
1792, when he resigned to become a teacher in Erasmus Hall
Academy.

In 1797, after giving up his work as active teacher at the Hall,
he was recalled to Columbia as Professor of Greek and Latin, and
of Grecian and Roman Antiquities, which chair he filled until
1820. On the 16th of July, 1800, Dr. Johnson, of Columbia, pre-
sented his resignation as president. The vacancy in the pres-
idency continued a year, during which time Professor Wilson, in
connection with another professor, discharged the duties of the
office. In 1817 the trustees discovered that Dr. Wilson was feel-
ing the effects of advancing years, and that he was desirous of
devoting his time to the higher classes in the college. There was
established for his benefit an adjunct professorship of Latin and
Greek, and he was appointed to the professorship.*

In scholarship he was a fit successor to the learned theologian
and founder of the school. As an educator he was, no doubt, the
more celebrated of the two; but as an organizer and adminis-
trator he did not seem to have the ability and the power of his
predecessor.

The school, however, still had sufficient celebrity to call it to
the attention of people from abroad. Through the courtesy of the
late Dr. Homer L. Bartlett an interestijng notice of Erasmus Hall
has been secured. It is from a book entitled. “An Excursion to
the United States of North America in the Summer of (1794)
‘94, by Henry Wansey, F.A.S. “We soon got to Flatbush, where
I observed a College or Academy ; thither, as soon as the coachee
stopped, I directed my steps. I was civilly received, and shown

* Cvclopedia of American Biography and notes furnished by Mr. G. O. Ward, Chief
Clerk of Columbia University, 1905.
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up into the library, where I saw a very good pair of globes of
Adams’s, a reflecting telescope of Dolland’s, and an electrical
apparatus. A small, but well chosen library; but seeing very
few Greek or Latin books, I asked the reason of it; the master
informed me that though they had near a hundred pupils, from
different States of the Union, and some as far off as Georgia, that
very few of them learned the classics; which (from the idea that
it employed too much of the boy’s time) was getting very much
out of fashion. There were, he said, now such good translations
into English, of almost all the fine classic authors that the knowl-
edge of them could be obtained very completely without a young
man’s hammering so long a time at hic, haec, hoc, tupho, tupso,
tetupha. I smiled at his observa-
tion, which encouraged him to
say that the habits and manners
of Americans were so different
from those of Europe that they

Dr. Perer WILsON resigned |
his professorship at Columbia
in 1820, and for his “faithful
and eminently useful services
during a period of twenty-eight

years,” he was granted an an-
nuity of fifteen hundred dollars
for life. Dr. Wilson received
his LL.D. degree from Union
College in 1798. He is remem-
bered as the author of “Rules
of Prosody for the Use of
Schools,”  “Introduction to
Greek Prosody” and “Com-
pendium of Greek Prosody,”
together with editions of Sal- .
lust, Longinus, the Greek Testa-
ment and Adams’s “Roman An-
tiquities.”

did not want to breed up men of
deep speculation and abstract
knowledge; for a man amongst
them was no more valuable than
as he was useful in improving the
state of the country. I thought
there was good sense in his ob-
servations. The endowment, he
said, allows only six pounds for
each boy, but it generally made

an expense of thirty pounds a
head; the rest is defrayed by their parents. It is kept very clean
and healthy, and everything in neat order. It was then the vaca-
tion time. I returned to the place where the stage was waiting
its hour.”

In the life of Erasmus Hall it seems there were seasons of
great activity and seasons of great depression. With an educator
like Dr. Livingston at its head, even though that individual did
not teach, the institution seems to have been very prosperous.
Dr. Livingston's unusual administrative power had placed the
young academy on a footing of equality with the best schools of
the times. Its superiority, even, over many of the schools was
recognized. Under Dr. Wilson there seems to have been a falling
away in the reputation of Erasmus Hall. There do not seem to
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have been as many students from abroad as there had been. Then
the finances were not properly managed. James Tod, the teacher,
and clerk of the Board of Trustees, was appointed to collect the
tuition from the pupils. There was sickness in the family, and
not being forced to make stated reports, he seems to have come
finally to the point of appropriating some of the money to his
private use. Awakening to the condition of affairs, the Trustees
appointed a commitee to investigate the matter of Mr. Tod's
indebtedness to the Hall. Then steps were taken to prosecute
him, but he left the Hall and the matter seems to have been
dropped.

However, under the constant inspection of the Regents, Eras-
mus Hall seems to have stood the e oo
test. In 1795 Regent Linn, who Georce McINTosH TrouP was

seems to have visited the Hall, | also a student at Erasmus Hall |
! in early times. He was born |
!

reported as follows: at McIntosh Bluff, on Tombig-
bee River, Georgia, September .
“The Academy of Erasmus Hall con- 8, 1780. He died in Lawrence |
sists of 105 students, all of them boys or County, Ga& ;\/::)’03{ Igfi%cetlg:
. . was a adu
young men. Fifty of these are leamu}g and a Iagryer by profession. He ‘
the Latin and Greek languages; 25 writ- served in the State Legislature |
ing, arithmetic and English grammar; 20 and in Congress, undzr the |
mathematics, bookkeeping and geog- Presidencies of Jefferson and .
raphy; 10 foreigners are learning the

Madison. In S1816, he l:ieclame ,
i tat t t !
English language, and 30 of the United States Senator and later
whole number are learning the

Governor of that State.—Cyclo-
French language. Those who learn

pedia of American Biography. '
the Latin and Greek languages apply themselves also daily to writing
and arithmetic and, as soon as they have obtained a competent knowledge
of these, they begin mathematics, geography, the belles lettres, etc. Due
regard is paid to the circumstances of students and their time of life. Where
these will not admit a thorough education, it is conducted so as to qualify
them as soon as possible for their business, but, where a regular course of
study is intended, the proper measures are perfected. The price of tuition is
20s at entrance and £6 per annum. The teachers are a Principal and three
assistants. The salary of the Principal is £400 per annum; of the first
assistant, £110; of the second, £75, and the third, who is a French teacher,
has no fixed salary, but depends on his scholars. This seminary has no
funds. To say that it is in a very flourishing state cannot be deemed unjust
or invidious, because it possesses so many advantages. Its early incorporation,
its eligible situation, and also all the experience and industry of its Principal
and his assistants exalt its character and contribute to its prosperity.” *

In the period covered by the administration of Dr. Wilson
there were several matters of importance to those interested in

* Extract from Regents’ Report to Legislature, February 26. 1795.
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the growing institution. In 1794 another portion of the Com-
mon was sold and the proceeds devoted to reducing the debt on
the building. The Trustees in 1795 formulated a petition to the
Regents of the University of New York to use their influence
with the Legislature for securing the sum of 200 pounds annually
for ten years, to provide for the teaching of moral and natural
philosophy at the Hall.* As nothing further is learned of this
enterprise, it is to be supposed that the l.egislature did not
respond to the appeal.

It was in the administration of Dr. Wilson that Mr. Giles
brought a charge against one, John Roosevelt, a student of
Erasmus Hall, for robbing his orchard, indecent behavior toward
Mr. Giles, and other conduct unbecoming a student. It was
ordered, however, that the consideration of the case be postponed
until the next meeting of the Trustees, when the evidence did
not seem to justify a prosecution.t

The Regents continued to visit the school, and the reports
are flattering. In 1796 we are told:

“The Academy of Erasmus Hall in Kings County, has received an
accession to its numbers, before great, and consists of 125 students. A new
teacher of the French language has been appointed and the Trustees have
been obliged on account of the dearness of the necessaries of life to raise
the price of tuition to £7 per annum. About £80 of the moneys appropriated
are reserved for the purchase of a few articles of philosophical apparatus,
the importation of which has been directed. This academy has no connec-
tion with the village school, and the students are all boys or young men from
different parts of the United States, from the West Indies and from Europe.

* It has no funds and greatly owes its prosperity to the established character
of its Principal for skill and unwearied diligence.”t

Such reports, however, do not always tell the whole truth.
To the visitors the school seemed to be in a flourishing condition,
yet the Trustces were bearing a great financial burden, even
more than they could stand; for, whether from a falling off in
attendance or from other causes, on the twentieth of March, 1797,
the Trustees found themselves in such straits that they ap-
pointed a committee to wait on Messrs. O'Bleniss and Schoon-
maker, teachers in the Hall, and suggest that they submit to a
reduction of salary. Doth refused. On the 29th of June, 1797,
Dr. Wilson resigned as teacher, and gave the Trustees twenty-
five pounds “to be used in paying the debts of the institution.”

* Minutes, May 21, 1795, + Minutes, August 1, 1795. $ Extract from the Report
of the Regents to the Legislature, February 24, 1796.
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Some information about the condition of the school may be
gained from the letters which at this time passed between the
Trustees and Dr. Wilson.

To Perer WiLson, Esg.:

Sik: The Trustees of Erasmus Hall have received your resignation with
the most sincere regrets. They have attended to the reasons you have
assigned for your departure at the present instance and are fully satisfied as
to their propriety. We cannot, however, take leave of you without expressing
the grateful sense we unanimously entertain of the service you have rendered
to this Hall for a series of years. Since your residence among us, our
warmest expectations have been realized in the growing reputation and
extensive usefulness of the seminary. You have furnished us with the most
unequivocal proofs of your strong attachment to Erasmus Hall. Your
labor has been indefatigable, and that labor, we are happy to add, has been
crowned with ample success. We cannot forbear at this time to take a
retrospect of the enduring connection that has so long subsisted between us.
We are happy to mention that the most pleasing harmony has uniformly pre-
vailed in the internal government of the seminary, and that mutual confi-
" dence and friendship has united the members of this Board to each other
and to you. As we are well persuaded that the future welfare of the institu-
tion is an object in which you feel yourself interested, and having no doubt
of your best wishes for its increasing usefulness, we still hope to act in con-
cert and to discharge the important trust committed to us in fellow member-
ship with you, and permit us to assure you that we avail ourselves with
pleasure of vour consent to continue your superintendence of the institution
entrusted to our charge. Long may you live, Honored Sir, to reap the fruit
of your useful labors, and in a good old age may you enjoy the pleasant
reflections that flow from a well spent life, or a life devoted to the public good.

By order of the Board,

Jorannes E. Lort, President.
Erasmus Hall, June 29, 1797.

LerTEr FROM PETER WILSON TO THE TRUSTEES.

THE PresipENT AND Boarp oF TrusTEEs oF Erasmus HaLL:

Mgr. PresipeENT: Happy in the recollection of the connection which for a
number of years has subsisted between the Trustees of Erasmus Hall and
myself, permit me through you, Sir, to express to them my gratitude for
the steady support I received and the friendly attentions I experienced while
employed as a teacher under their patronage. The very obliging manner in
which they have been pleased to express their approbation of my past services
has made an indelible impression on my heart, though the ideas it has excited
cannot easily be communicated by the common vehicle of human thought.

Their good wishes for me, be sure, are heartily reciprocated. I feel a
growing interest in the prosperity of Erasmus Hall and an unabated zeal for
its reputation, and consider the continuance of my connection with the Trus-
tees and with the institution under their care as one of the greatest honors
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of my life. I earnestly pray that the Supreme Disposer of all events may long
preserve you and them, the faithful guardians of a seminary which has the
fairest prospect of usefulness, when we shall be mingled with our kindred
dust.

P. WiLson.
Columbia College, July 21, 1797.

Dr. Wilson, according to the wishes of the Trustees, held the
nominal office of principal until 1805. The managers of the school
referred all matters of government and policy, so far as the teach-
ing at the Hall was concerned, to him. A single illustration will
show the wisdom of the Trustees in this matter, as well as their
progressiveness. In 1798 Joshua Genet was their choice as a
teacher of French, but before appointing him they referred him
to Dr. Wilson for proof of his qualifications for that work. In a
few days (Jan. 12, 1799) Mr. Genet returned with a certificate
from Mr. Marcellin, French teacher in Columbia College, stating
his “ability as Teacher of the French Language.” He was then
appointed to teach, though he remained only one quarter.* This
is an early illustration of the custom of requiring a candidate for
a position to teach to pass an examination given by an expert.

While in many ways the Academy seemed to be prosperous
at this time, the struggle to pay expenses was a very serious one
until the year 1830. There was a mortgage upon the property,
and in 1797, at the death of Senator John Vanderbilt, the Trustees
were put to some inconvenience to raise the money due his estate.
The same year, as another illustration of the condition of finances at
the Hall, the Board created a committee “to petition the Honor-
able Legislature of the State for license to raise the sum of 1,200
pounds by lottery to appropriate for the use of Erasmus Hall.”t

About this time the reports from year to year of the Regents’
committee on visitation become somewhat monotonous. Occa-
sionally, however, a new inference may be drawn from a mass of
data. In 1798 we are told that there are three teachers at the
Academy, and that Dr. Wilson, the nominal Principal, does not
reside in the Hall, “being a professor in Columbia College.” The
school had been professedly a boys’ school. It is from the report
of the Regent visitors for 1801 that we learn that a great change
has taken place. The doors of the Academy have been opened to
the girls. This report reads as follows: “The committee ap-
pointed to visit Erasmus Hall report the number of pupils of both

* Minutes. + Minutes, November 28 and December 20, 1797.
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sexes to be 76. Twenty-six of the males are taught the languages
and mathematics and the remainder English grammar, and the
females, being 22 in number, are instructed in grammar, reading,
writing and arithmetic.”* This point is corroborated by the
report of the following year. It gives the whole number of
pupils as 88, “of which 54 are lads and young gentlemen, and 34
are girls; of the former, 34 are engaged in the study of the lan-
guages, the practical branches of the mathematics, geography
and English grammar. The rest are employed in studies of an
inferior and preparatory nature. The young misses are occupied
in reading, writing, arithmetic, geography and such other studies
as promise to render them useful and ornamental members of
society.”t

From the founding of the Hall there seems to have been much
discussion among the teachers, and some jealousy over the matter
of rank or precedence. When Mr. O’Bleniss came as teacher, the
question of authority must have arisen over and over again. It
became necessary finally for the Trustees to settle the matter.
The Trustees did so (Dec. 8, 1798) by naming Mr. O’Bleniss
“chief teacher in the classical department.” His authority, when
we remember that the classical teacher had supervision over the
English work, was thus made almost as absolute as that of a
principal. In the first two decades of Erasmus Hall history, sal-
aries were by no means stable. In 1799 we find Mr. O’Bleniss,
who had refused a reduction of salary in 1797, making special
arrangements with the Trustees whereby he was paid proportion-
ately to the money collected from the students. The proviso is
also made that he is to cart his own firewood, which in early
times seems to have been very scarce. It is an item mentioned in
almost every contract made with the chief teacher or principal.
The wood had to be brought from the mainland by ferry-boat,
and then carted from the landing to Flatbush. It was not only
the outlay of money in its purchase, therefore, but the time,
trouble and cost of carting that made it an important item in the
. payment of the teacher. It seems under this arrangement that
Mr. O’Bleniss virtually rented the building, for in 1804 he was
again placed on salary, the Trustees taking to themselves the
management of the Hall,? as his profits for that year had exceeded

$867.

* Annual Report, February 23, 18o1. + Annual Report, March 26, 1802.
% Minutes, November 17, 1804.
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Up to this time Erasmus Hall had been a private academy and
a Regents’ school. In 1803, however, the Academy had so gained
the confidence of the people of Flatbush that they determined to
make it serve as a public school also. The old Dutch school-
house was torn down, and the timbers sold to Bateman Lloyd,
who used them for the erection of a grocery store near the corner
of Flatbush and Church Avenues. Thereafter the “village school”
occupied a room or rooms in the Hall. In 1804 there were at the
Academy thirty-three pupils who paid at the rate of $20 a year,
twenty at $14 a year, and forty-seven at $8.* ’

Among the teachers under Dr. Wilson there were those who
had higher ambitions. Of these was Michael Schoonmaker, whose
name has been mentioned before, who gave thirty days’ notice
of his intention of retiring as a teacher. In a letter to him the
Board of Trustees illustrate this point and also throw a little
light on the condition of the institution. They say, “We unite
our best wishes to yours for the growing reputation and pros-
perity of a seminary whose bosom once cherished you and by
whose fostering care you have been conducted into the paths of
useful and ornamental science.””t There is no information, how-
ever, as to the future plans of Mr. Schoonmaker, that would give
us any idea of the position which he left to occupy.

On the gth of February, 1805, Dr. Wilson fully severed his
connection with Erasmus Hall. He was becoming advanced in
years, and no doubt the duties of his professorship in Columbia
College were heavy. In a letter dated Columbia College, Dec. 14,
1804, he says: “The Academy has now acquired a form and con-
stituency which I hope will not be easily shaken.” Another
reason for his action, he states, was that the examination season
of Erasmus Hall conflicted with his duties as professor at Colum-
bia. Irom the reply of the Trustees it may be inferred that they
still valued the services of the Principal, though they recognized
that he was becoming aged. His resignation was accepted on
the gth of February, 18035.%

The examination seasons referred to by Dr. Wilson were
stated periods just before the spring and fall vacations, when the
Principal, the members of the Board of Trustees, and parents were
invited to the school to hear the pupils examined, and perhaps
themselves to ask questions. The examination period, it will be
remembered, closed with public declamation and a half holiday.

* Minutes, November 8. t Minutes, March 16, 1805s. 1 Minutes.
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It would seem strange to the youth of to-day for these staid old
smooth-faced (for no one in Flatbush wore a beard before 1825)
fathers to come marching into the room to ask the pupils questions.

Administration of Reb. Peter Lotve,
1805-1818

Upon the resignation of Dr. Wilson, the Trustees went in
search of a successor. Among the Trustees was the Rev. Peter
Lowe, one of the colleagues of the Dutch Reformed Church, who
resided in Flatbush. After due consideration he was chosen to
fill Dr. Wilson's place. In his case the Trustees agreed that his
connection with the institution should be largely supervisory.

The administration of the Rev.
Peter Lowe does not seem to have
been a very prosperous one for the
Hall. The number of teachers was
necessarily limited. In 1806 there are
the names of only two teachers men-
tioned in the Minutes of the Board of
Trustees.* These were Joab G.
Cooper and Evan Beynon. This Mr.
Cooper was the editor of that old
classic known as “Cooper’s Virgil.”
At this time the success of the insti-
tution may be indicated from the fact
that the school-yard was a pasture
ground. One teacher, R. W. Thomp-
son, at one time collected from the Board $12 damages to his
pasture rights, sustained because the fence had not been repaired.t
This Mr. Thompson came to the school in 1809, and on his advent
the Trustees “Resolved, That the Board will not exact any
entrance money from such students as have studied under Mr.
Thompson in other academies, and who are brought to this Hall
through his influence.”t

The Board, desirous of placing the Academy on a good finan-
cial basis, applied to the Regents for help, and in 1808 received
from that body $100 to be used toward reducing the debt of the
institution.

In this administration the strife over the matter of precedence
on the part of teachers was continued with extreme bitterness. As

REev. PETER LowE

* December zo. t Minutes, August 13, 1810. 1 Minutes, September 30, 1809.
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early as 1808 there were complaints made to the Trustees that
the head of the English work was persuading students “out of the
Classical Department of the Hall to enter into the English Depart-
ment.”* Finally the Principal himself endeavored to exercise
what he believed to be his prerogative. Thereupon the Board
took action as follows: “Resolved, That the removal of Beaumann
Lowe by the Rev'd Peter Lowe, as Principal of Erasmus Hall,
from the Classical Department of the Hall to the English Depart-
ment does not appear to be warranted by the Constitution and
Laws of the Hall, but that he had a right by the fifth section of
the second chapter of the Constitution to prohibit the first teacher
to inspect the progress of the said Beaumann Lowe, he being under
the care of the second teacher.”t

On November 1, 1814, the Regents of the University of the
State of New York demanded an annual report according to a
set form.! Erasmus Hall was prompt in taking the matter up.
This form was followed faithfully every year for many years, and
the reports were copied in the Minutes of the Board of Trustees.
They thus become a source of accurate and suggestive historic
information.

In June, 1813, the State Legislature passed “An Act for the
establishing of Common Schools.” This seems to have been the
origin of the common school system in the State of New York.
As a sequel to this Act, as the village school had already been
incorporated with the Academy, on April 1, 1814, the Legislature
passed “An Act relative to Erasmus Hall.” It reads as follows:
“The school money granted from time to time to that part of the
town of Flatbush, in the County of Kings, commonly called the ‘Old
Town,” under the Act entitled ‘An Act for the establishing of
Common Schools,” passed June 19, 1813, shall yearly and every
year be paid by the several officers appointed in and by the said
Act, to the Trustees of Erasmus Hall. . . . to be applied
to the education of such poor children belonging to said Old
Town, and sent to said Academy, and who in the opinion of said
Trustees shall be entitled to gratuitous education.”§ There were
times in the following years when this common school fund added
to the income of Erasmus Hall nearly $80 a year.|

In another direction the Trustees were searching for those ele-
ments which tend to make an institution live and active and up

* Minutes, QOctober 1. t Minutes, September 15, 1813. $Minutes, November 8, 1814.
§ Laws of 1814, Chap. 79. T In 1829, $78.40.
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to the times. In 1815 it was resolved by the Board “That the
Trustees of Erasmus Hall for the purpose of promoting the lit-
erary respectability of the Academy under their charge feel
desirous to place their institution under the immediate patronage
of the Trustees of Columbia College, and that a committee of
four members of this Board be appointed to confer with the Trus-
tees of said College as a Committee of that Body for such pur-
pose.”* It seems at this time that schools were placing themselves
under the patronage of colleges, but this matter seems to have
been allowed to drop or else it met with no success, as it is not
again mentioned by the Trustees.
The administration of the Rev.
Peter Lowe came to an end at his
death in 1818. There was a

Rev. PETer Lowe was born
April 30, 1764, at Esopus, New
York, where he received his
. education. He pursued his
theological studies with Dr.
Livingston and, soon after his
licensure, received a call from
the six churches of Kings
County. In this relation he
faithfully discharged the func-
tions of the holy ministry for
twenty-one years; until, the
collegiate connection between
the six churches being dis-
solved, he accepted a call from
Flatbush and Flatlands, where
he continued to labor, until his
death, in June 1818, Baxter
has in his Journal the follow-
ing characteristic note: “June
11, 1818, died, Rev. Peter
Lowe, cancer in his lip.”
“June 12, 1818, funeral—4 el-
ders of each church as bearers
and 12 ministers as pall-bearers
with white scarfs. Rev. Peter
Van Pelt delivered the ser-
mon.”

Qransitional Period,
1818-1823

of four or five years succeeding
this administration. On August
28, 1819, Mr. Joseph Penney
agreed to teach Flatbush pupils
reading, penmanship, arithmetic,
English grammar, geography, his-
tory and book-keeping, for $5 a
year each. If the pupils desired
theoretical and practical mathe-
matics, natural philosophy, rhet-
oric, logic, and Latin and Greek,
they were charged at the rate of
$7 a year. Mr. Penney seems to
have been the first teacher, or
Principal, for two years, when he
was succeeded by the Rev. Timothy Clowes, who also served for
two years.

It will be remembered that the village school had been trans-
ferred to a room in the Academy. When the State enacted the
law establishing a common school fund, the Hall received annu-
ally money from the State. In 1822 certain families from the
village were allowed ten shillings a quarter for every child
registered.t

* Minutes, February 2zo. t+ Minutes, August 24.



64 Chronicleg of Eragmug Hall Academp

The Academy was the scene
of marriages, deaths, and
births. Mr. Albert O’Bleniss,
the teacher, Baxter says,
married Miss Lottie Cortelyou
on January 3, 1796. On the
23d of October, 1806, accord-
ing to the same authority, he
died at the Hall. But the
most interesting of remin-
iscences are those related to

" Adrian Hegeman, and his
son, Joseph. Adrian Hege-
man, who was a teacher at
Erasmus Hall, May 23, 1814,
to May 1, 1823, became a
man of considerable distinc-
tion in Brooklyn history.
While he was a teacher and
lived at Erasmus Hall, on
December 29, 1815, his son

ADRIAN HEGEMAN Joseph was born. This Jo-
seph llegeman, after a long
and successful business career in Brooklyn, died in Detroit, Mich-
igan, in his eighty-fourth year. Ilis life spans a period when
change succeeded change in astonishing rapidity. The transfor-
mation of IFlatbush was, perhaps, as wonderful as that of the city
of Brooklyn. “During his long life Mr. I{egeman saw Brooklyn
develop from a village to its present proportions as a most impor-
tant factor of Greater New York. Illustrative of this growth, be
it said, he was, at the age of thirteen, Assistant Postmaster, under
his father, then Postmaster of Brooklyn, and managed the affairs
of the office to such an extent that when he went home at noon
to dinner he locked the office, put the key in his pocket, and the
United States mail had to wait his pleasure.”* “Mr. Hegeman,
on July 4, 1825, then nine years old, was the boy orator of the
day, and stood beside Lafayette, who laid the corner-stone” of
the Prenticos Library at the corner of Cranberry and Henry
Streets. ‘“After the ceremony the Marquis lifted Mr. Hegeman
up and held him in his arms.”

* Brooklyn Eagle, March 4, 1%99.
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Administration of Jonathan 3. Kellogg,
1823-1833

At this point in the history of Erasmus Hall Academy, when
conditions were not satisfactory, when the school was losing
somewhat in its popularity, the Trustees very wisely chose to the
principalship Mr. Jonathan W. Kellogg, A.B., A.M., a man “emi-
nently qualified for the official instruction of youth, in all the
branches of useful, classical and ornamental education. Grad-
uated at Yale College, and habituated to the practice of teaching
for more than twenty years (chiefly in the City of New York),
his various acquirements and peculiarly happy methods of train-
ing youthful minds” gave him “a large share of public patronage
and confidence.”* He began his work at the Hall in 1823. The
late Mrs. Gertrude Lefferts Vanderbilt, in a private interview in
1902, described Mr. Kellogg as a popular teacher and a pleasant,
genial man who made good progress with his pupils. “This was
before the days of steel pens,” she said, “and the teacher was
expected to make and repair quill pens for use in the school. Mr.,
Kellogg was an adept at making pens, and on any day he might
be seen pacing the halls of the school-building with two or three
pens back of each ear. As his hair was short and gray, the quills
bore no small resemblance to diminutive wings, and created con-
siderable mirth among the scholars.”

At first Erasmus Hall was a boys’ school. In the early years
of the nineteenth century the Regents’ Committee on Visitation
found girls reciting with the boys as regular pupils at the
Academy. In 1823 the Board recognized the importance of the
female element in the school by the creation of a Female Depart-
ment, and a Miss Maria Jones, possibly the first woman teacher
in the Academy, was employed to preside over this department.
So important was this phase of school work that in a circular,
dated January, 1826, Mr. Kellogg informs the public that “Sub-
ject to the direction of the Principal, and under the immediate
care of a well qualified Governess” there is at the Hall a “School
for the instruction of young ladies in all the various branches of
an accomplished education. The family arrangements of the Hall
are such as to secure the greatest comfort, cleanliness, health,
regularity, and general improvement of the boarders.”

* From a Circular of Information, dated January, 1826, filed in the Minutes of the
Board of Trustees.

5
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Now that there was a Female Department, Mr. Kellogg was
able to make the Hall the center of social life in Flatbush. His
“ornamental studies” attracted young ladies from a distance,
among them being a sister of Lieutenant Hiram Paulding, who
was then stationed at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. The young
officer visited his sister often, and indeed became so interested
in the Academy that he pursued the study of mathematics under
one of the teachers. The true lode-star, however, may have been
one of the Principal’s young lady daughters, for his visits cul-
minated in a wedding, the ceremony being celebrated in what is
now the office of the Principal, Dr. Gunnison.* The young lieu-
tenant afterward became the celebrated Admiral Paulding, of the
United States Navy; his sister died of cholera in the year of the
great plague and is buried in the cemetery of the Reformed Dutch
Church of Flatbush.

As an aftermath, one day in October, 1902, three daughters
from this marriage called at the old Hall, for the first time to
view the scenes of their mother’s youth. They were Mrs.
Rebecca Paulding Meade, widow of the late Rear-Admiral Rich-
ard W. Meade, of the United States Navy; Mrs. General Meade,
whose husband was at that time commandant of the Marine Bar-
racks at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and Miss Emma Paulding, of
Huntington, Long Island. It was with extreme delight that they
passed along the halls from one point of interest to another.
They entered the very room where their mother had reigned at
the social gatherings of the village. They sat by the fireplace
where, no doubt, the lovers had often sat. But eighty years had
passed, and what changes had taken place! The building had
grown into a labyrinth of many rooms. Even the old fireplace
had assumed the airs of a new era; for instead of a bed of glow-
ing embers to cheer and comfort. a brace of gas logs with a
gaudier flame gave welcome. Yet enough of the old remained to
afford the visitors great satisfaction and unusual pleasure.

The connection between the Academy and the Reformed
Dutch Church of Flatbush continued to be very close. In
1823 a small portion of the school lot, an irregular piece with
twenty-five feet frontage and a width at the rear of fifteen feet,
was leased to the Consistory at the rate of one dollar per annum
for a period of twenty-one years. On this lot the Church built

* Mr. Peter Neefus and Mrs. Rebecca Paulding Meade are authorities for the above
statements.
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a parsonage.* It is probable that this
lot lay along the northern side of the
present school lot. A further indica-
tion of the interdependence of the two
institutions was a resolution of the
Board of Trustees, in 1830, directing
the clerk to post call-notices, eight
days before its meetings, on the outer
door of the Church as well as on that

of the Academy.
The period covered by the admin-
CaLL-Norice istration of Mr. Kellogg was one of
the most prosperous eras in the his-
tory of the town of Flatbush or in that of the Academy. He seems to
have added a new energy and to have inspired new confidence in
the institution. The old building was not large enough to accom-
modate the numbers who came to the Hall. The first improve-
ment, so far as the building was concerned, was the erection on
the east side of the Hall of a porch, which cost $125. This was
in 1823. The next improvement, three years later, consisted of
what is usually called the “wing,” added to the north end of the
old building. This wing was fifty by twenty-six feet in size. It
contained four rooms, and cost $1.500.t It was that part of the
present building known as rooms number one and two, the
library, and the drawing room adjoining it. The plan on which
the wing was erected was as follows: The total cost was not
to exceed $1,400, though an extra $100 was to be allowed for
carting the material. In addition to his former rent, the Prin-
cipal, Mr. Kellogg, was to pay seven per cent. on the cost of
the addition. A sinking fund of $314, derived from the Regents’
Fund and from the rent of the Hall, was formed; this in four
years paid for the building, leaving the institution again free

from debt.$

In the Kellogg days the Trustees were as careful as ever in
their supervision of the educational work. They demanded that
the Prncipal provide a teacher in the lower departments with
whose qualifications they were satisfied; and further, that when
he had made his selection, he present such teacher for examina-
tion by the Board.§ In 1827 a music teacher was employed, and

* Minutes, January 30, 1823. t Minutes, September 9 and 26, 1826; May 18, 1827,
% Minutes, September 9, 26 and 30, 1826. § Minutes, December 21, 1826.
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soon after instruction was furnished in both voice and piano.* In
1829 an instructor of needlework and drawing was added to the
corps of teachers. As for text-books, in 1833 the authorities
determined that the following books should be used in the
English department of the Hall: Colburn’s Arithmetic, Web-
ster’s Spelling Book, Woodbridge's Geography, Kerklan’s Eng-
lish Grammar, Colburn’'s Algebra, Legendre’s Geometry, Hutton’s
or Day’'s Mathematics, Tytler’'s, Whelpley’s, Frost's or Herren'’s
History. -

One of the teachers under Mr. Kellogg was William Henry
Campbell, who was born and reared in the city of Baltimore,
where his father, a Scotch emigrant, was a prosperous merchant.

ErasMus HaALL IN 1824

One day the father said, ‘“To-morrow, my son, I will take you to
Dickinson College; I want you to be ready by nine o'clock.”
William, taken completely by surprise, replied that he did not
want to go. “My son, I did not ask you what you wanted; I
said, ‘I want you to be ready, ” asserted the father. He was
ready and was taken to college the next day. This was in 1824,
when he was sixteen years of age. At the end of four years he
graduated from Dickinson and entered the Theological Seminary
at Princeton. In 1829, however, reverses came, and his father
failing in business, he was obliged to leave his studies and become
a bread-earner. After walking from Princeton to New Bruns-
wick, fifteen miles, he had just enough to pay his passage to New

* The l1ate Mrs. Vanderbilt is authority for the statement that the first piano was
brought to Flatbush in 1812,
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York City. Landing from a ferry-boat, he passed up Broadway
to the store of Mr. John Lefferts, of Flatbush. After hesitating a
moment, the young man walked boldly in and accosted Mr. Lef-
ferts as follows: “I am William Campbell, the brother-in-law of
the Rev. Thomas M. Strong, of Flatbush. I wish to go to that
village, where I hope to secure employment as a teacher, but I
am out of money. If you will lend me a few pennies, enough to
pay my ferriage across to Brooklyn, I will repay you to-morrow.”
Mr. Lefferts looked at the thin, gaunt young man, *“with a great
shock of red hair,” and concluded from a study of his face that it
would be a safe investment to lend him the money. With the
pennies the young man crossed the ferry, and walked to Flatbush,
a distance of five miles. The next morning he applied to Mr.
Jonathan W, Kellogg, Principal of Erasmus Hall Academy, for
work as a teacher. He found Mr. Kellogg in his shirt-sleeves, on
the back porch, shaving. The
P.rincipal ha(l., by resignation from Mr. Joun Lerrerts, who so
his force of instructors, lost Mr.  kindly aided Mr. Campbell, was
Jonathan B. *Kidder, teacher of 2 trustee of Erasmus Hall from
the classical branches and lecturer  January 20, 1807, to September
on chemistry and mineralogy, but 8, 1829. He was President of
it took him some time to decide in , the Board from April 29, 182,
favor of this lyoung theological to his death, in the following
September.
student fresh from college. After
some severe questioning, how-
ever, he decided to give the youth a trial, so he put him at once
into the class-room. His salary was to be $200, and he was to
teach the Latin and the Greek. At the close of the first day’s
work, Mr. Campbell drew a little money from his prospective
wages, walked to the ferry, crossed to New York, paid Mr. Lef-
ferts the few penities he had borrowed, and returned to Flatbush,
having walked the ten miles to meet his honest obligations.

In these years of groping toward the best in educational lines,
the fostering care”exercised by the Regents had a marked influ-
ence in shaping the career of Erasmus Hall. Sometimes the vis-
iting committee from Albany appeared at the Academy unan-
nounced, and then there was consternation; yet the work was
inspected under the most favorable conditions for the visitors.
At other times the committee notified the Trustees in advance*
of a proposed visit; then the school was seen under conditions of

* Minutes, December 26, 1824.
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best advantage to the teachers. The annual reports of the visitors
were usually creditable to the school and to the management.

The creation of the Regents’ “Literary Fund” marks the be-
ginning of quite an important era in secondary school life—the
introduction of the library as a factor in educational work. The
statute creating this fund* reads in part as follows:

“That the control of the Literary Fund is vested in the
Regents of the University; and that they shall annually divide
the income thereof into eight equal parts, and assign one part to
each separate district; that they shall annually distribute the
part so assigned to each district among such of the incorporated
seminaries of learning, exclusive of colleges, within such district

AN Orp B, 1830

as are now subject or shall become subject to their visitation by
a valid corporate act.” In 1830 this fund was placed in a con-
dition for distribution among the schools of the State. As a
result the Trustee “Committee on Visitation” for this year was
able to report: “We have been enabled to add to the library 262
volumes; should this plan (the Regents’ Literary Fund plan) be
persevered in, the wisdom and importance of which cannot be
questioned, we shall keep our library constantly furnished with
nearly all the works of merit of a modern character which may
issue from the press. It is now a most important appendage to
the Hall, and if the means now in operation shall be continued,
we have reason to believe it will give character to the Academy
that will not suffer by comparison with any similar institution in

* Recorded in the Minutes of the Board of Trustees, December 25, 1829.
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the State.” In 1834 the Board of Trustees raised $250 to secure
a like amount offered by the Regents. The whole amount, $500,
was spent in equipment supplies.* In 1835, the portion of this
fund awarded to Erasmus Hall to be expended for books and
apparatus was $895.

One of the teachers was made librarian, and his duties were
to keep a catalogue of the books and a record of those that were
in circulation, to collect fees and fines, and to report to the Trus-

OLp Lerter FounDp IN PArTITION IN 1896

tees once a year. The Academy library was, in fact, a circulating
library. Books were lent, not only to pupils, but to inhabitants
of the town and to transients. An entrance fee of $5 charged
every pupil was transferred to the library fund, and this was aug-
mented by fines and fees. For the use of books from the library,
Flatbush people were charged $1.50 per annum, while the charges
to transients were placed at the discretion of the librarian.

For several years the Academy was popular and growing in

* Minutes, December 2s, 1834.
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popularity. The school was patronized by the pcople of Flatbush
not only, but continued to draw from long distances—New
Orleans, other Southern cities, and the West Indies. The Hall
was full of boarders, and even though it was visited by an epi-
demic that threatened to impair permanently the prosperity of
the school, the institution speedily recovered from the blow.* In
1826 the income from tuition alone amounted to $3,225.50, and
this was increased, in 1828, to $3.726.50. In 1824, although the
Trustees paid Mr. Kellogg a $1,500 salary, the debt had been
reduced to $723.t In 1825 this debt was lifted and the Trustees,
with wise foresight, began the accumulation of an endowment
fund—a fund that, increased by small accretions, came in after
years to amount to $7,500. Even before the end of the Kellogg
administration the fund gave an annual return of $200 in interest.

In spite of this unusual prosperity, there may be detected
indications of a growing dissatisfaction with the administration
of Mr. Kellogg. His salary in 1829 reached $1,500. Then there
seems to have been a falling off, so that in 1833 it had been
reduced to $800. It may be that the change in the prosperity of
the village of Flatbush had something to do with the conditions
at the Academy. The county buildings were burned in 1832 and
the county-seat was changed to the now rapidly growing city of
Brooklyn. The quiet Dutch village may have lost its prestige
among the towns and cities of Kings County. At any rate, on
December 25, 1833, the Trustees appointed a committee to find
a suitable successor to Mr. Kellogg. At the close of the school
year, May 1, 1834, he retired, taking with him a large number of
disaffected pupils.

Adminigtration of the Reb. William Benry Campbell,
1834-1839

The conditions at Erasmus Iall at the close of Mr. Kellogg’s
administration, were, possibly, brought on by some social or
administrative misunderstanding. When the committee of the
Trustees appointed to secure a successor to Mr. Kellogg made
their report, they said that they had had several interviews with
the Rev. William H. Campbell, “late principal of the Polytechney
at Chittenango,” and recommended him to succeed Mr. Kellogg
on the first day of May, 1834.%

Mr. Campbell was not a stranger to the people of Flatbush.

* Minutes., December 235, 1829. + Minutes, December 31. $ Minutes.
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He was a brother-in-law to Dr. Thomas M. Strong, under whose
supervision he had completed his theological studies; and he had
been for two years, it will be remembered, a teacher of classical
studies with Mr. Kellogg. In these years he had found time to
woo and to win Miss Katherine Ellis Schoonmaker, a grand-
daughter of Dominie Martinus Schoonmaker, who preached the
last sermon in Dutch in the Flatbush church. He left the Acad-
emy to begin work in his chosen field and spent two years as
pastor of the Reformed Church at Chittenango, New York,
where he had been also a successful principal of a leading acad-
emy of the State. Though he had established himself as an
eloquent speaker and as a preacher of power, he had been forced
to withdraw from the ministry for a season to give his voice a
rest, and at the very time of his election as Principal, he was con-
ducting a successful private school in the village of Flatbush.
Thus he was within easy reach when the Trustees needed a
successor to Mr. Kellogg. The choice, therefore, was highly
pleasing to the patrons of the Hall, and the school rose again to
a very prominent place among the educational institutions of the
country.

When Mr. Campbell entered on his duties as Principal, he
had three assistant teachers, John W. Thompson, Anna F. Vose
and C. B. Raymond. The aggregate amount paid to the entire
teaching force ‘was $2,350 a year, but the school seemed to take
new life. Mrs. Vanderbilt speaks of Miss Vose as her favorite
teacher, and says that she soon married Mr. Thompson; then in
a short time they left the school. In Principal Campbell's last
vear at the Academy he had four assistant teachers, and the
aggregate amount paid in salaries was $3,400. Among these
teachers was Mark Hopkins Beecher, a graduate of the Poly-
techney, of Chittenango.

Mark Hopkins Beecher was an assistant teacher in Erasmus
Hall until 1840.. He was a young man and roomed in the
Academy. The incorrigible boys feared his rattan. If they were
truant or dull, he was accustomed to take them to his room after
school hours, and while he was dressing for the street, make them
sing their geography. He seems to have endeared himself to the
young ladies of Flatbush. As he was bright and witty they were
fond of his society and spent the after-school hours promenading
the street with him. It is reported that on one occasion, for
punishment he sentenced a small offender to what was called
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“the dark hole.” Putting the key in his pocket, he started out on
one of his promenades and forgot all about the boy. At dark,
when the frightened parents came in search of their child, they
found the teacher with his young lady friends upon the street.
The boy was liberated and allowed to go to his home. Now a
man. of seventy, he remembers with a feeling of pain his experi-

ence in “the dark hole.”*
This “dark hole” has left a very vivid impression in the mem-
ories of several of the respected citizens of Flatbush; for we have
reached in the history of the Acad-

' Dr. WiLLiam HEenry Camp-

BELL, after leaving Erasmus
Hall was in the ministry as
pastor at vaitous plaees. In

on him the degree of Doctor of
Divinity. In 1848, Dr. Camp-
bell returned to the educational
field, becoming Principal of the
Albany Academy. From 1851
to 1863, he was Professor of
Biblical Literature and Belles
Lettres at Rutgers; then for
nineteen years, he was Presi-
dent of that famous college.
At the age of seventy-four, he
again returned to the pastorate
and continued to preach until
within a few months of his
death, which occurred Decem-
_ ber 7, 18g0.—Memorial.

1844, Union College .conferred

' emy a period which the memory

of man can recall. This place of
confinement for the incorrigible is
described as a closet on the second
floor of the old building, near
the stairway. Of the many inter-
esting stories related of this period
the reader may pardon another.
One boy. oftey condemned to im-
prisonment, was usually befriend-
ed by his schoolmates. When the
master was busy with his classes,
some pupil would slip out, steal
the key from the nail where it
usually hung, and liberate the
culprit. This b&_\-, now a respected
resident of Flatbush, relates how
he spent the hours when he was

supposed to be still in the closet, foraging in the teachers’ rooms,
devouring such fruit as he found, and spending the day in happy
indolence. As the time for closing school approached, he would
return to his prison. \When the master came around, the door
would be safely locked, and the key in its place. Perhaps the
teacher had learned the tricks of the pupil, and that may be why
Mark Hopkins Beecher was carrying the key in his pocket that
day when he forgot the prisoner.

While Dr. Campbell was Rrincipal of Erasmus Hall, the reforms,
so noticeable in the administration of Mr. Kellogg, continued. In
1834 the matter of training the public school teacher was before

* Mr. Peter Neefus relates this story.
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the New York public. On May 2d the Legislature empowered

the Regents to use a portion of the “Literature Fund” providing

for such training. The State was divided into eight districts, and

the Regents proceeded to endow a department for the education

of common-school teachers in one academy of each district. Eras-

mus Hall was the academy selected in the first district; first,

because the value of philosophical and chemical apparatus and

library was superior to that of other academies of the district;

second, because the course would be likely to be least expensive

at Flatbush.”* The next year, however, the Trustees resigned

the charget because of the “high price of board in Flatbush and

its vicinity, and from the fact that many of the patrons of the

school have in view higher prospects for their children than teach-
ing common schools.”t

Having reached a period to which the memory of man easily

reverts, the chronicler meets the personal element in the conflict-

ing stories told about the various teachers. In matters of disci-

pline, for instance, some of the elderly residents of Flatbush

remember Dr. Campbell as of a mild and perfectly charming dis-

position; others, with an equal care for truthfulness, speak of

him as irascible and ungenerous. At times, to punish a pupil he

would pin the culprit to his coat-tail and walk briskly up and

down the hall. If the offender were fortunate enough to keep up

with the master, he was soon released; but if he were to trip or

stumble, a severer punishment

awaited him. One day the clock

in the old Dutch Church struck

twelve, and yet the master mani-

fested no sign of his intention to

dismiss school. “The clock has

struck twelve,” announced one of

the larger boys. The teacher

looked at him in surprise, then

quietly dispatched a messenger to

Mrs. Campbell to announce that

he would not be home to dinner.

Remarking that matters had come

Mark HopkiNs BEECHER to a singular pass when the teacher

must be prompted in his duties by

* Regents’ Renort, 1835, p. 108; Minutes of Trustees. February 10, 1835. 1 Decem-
ber 31, 1836. ¢ Hough, Historical and Statistical Record, p. 545.
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a pupil, he continued the morning session without intermission
until time to close school for the day. But there was a too fre-
quent resort to the rattan. On one occasion, Dr. Campbell, after
flogging the wrong boy, remarked that the whipping might stand
in anticipation of one of which he would be deserving.*

Perhaps it is not wise to censure the principal of that time for
severity in punishment, for there are indications that the young
people of the Hall tried the patience of more than the teachers.
The annual public exhibitions, which were usually held in the
Reformed Dutch Church, were very important occasions. On
these occasions the Academy boys were not always in the best
of order. Things came to such a pass that the Trustees, on one
occasion, appointed a committee of five members “to preserve
order in the church.”

Then there were little incidents which, though they may seem
B , trivial to us now, tended to break

Mark Hoexins Bercuer  the monotony of school life. Such

finally, according to both Mrs.
Gertrude Lefferts Vanderbilt
and Mr. Peter I. Neefus, left the
Academy to accept a position
in the Observatory at Washing-
ton, D. C. Afterward, he be-
came Professor of Mathematics
at the Annapolis Naval Acad-

an incident was the experience of
a pupil named Cremoni. This
boy was brought from the West
Indies by an uncle, who registered
him in the Academy. It seems
that there was a family feud over

emy and made cruises on the  the child, and soon a stranger was
Training Ships. . seen loitering about the grounds,
acting suspiciously and mysteri-
ously. The excitement reached its height one day when this mys-
terious stranger was discovered in one of the enormous willow
trees which stood on cither side of the gateway entrance to the
school-yard. He had conccaled himself there to kidnap young
Cremoni, but he failed in his cffort. The boy spent several years
at the Academy, becoming finally an inmate of Dr. Campbell’s
family. To the more timid girls, however, that tree ever after
contained among its drooping branches a horrible kidnapper who
was ready to reach down and seize them as they ran through the
gateway.t

About this time a new educational ideal attracted the atten-
tion of the Academy management. Awake to new ideas, in 1836
the Board delegated Trustees Strong and Schoonmaker as a

* Mr, Peter I. Neefus, t Vouched for by several residents of Flatbush who were
pupils at the Academy when the events occurred.
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committee to attend a convention called to endeavor to establish
a manual labor school, and it paid the expenses of the delegates.
The Trustees do not record the report of this committee.*

The next year the attendance on the part of the young ladies
of the vicinity and elsewhere was so great that the Trustees
seriously discussed plans for the erection of a female seminary in
Flatbush.t These plans, however, came to naught.

In the report for 1835 may be found the following extracts,
which indicate the nature of the work done at Erasmus Hall:
“Exercises in prose and verse are written every week.” “In
higher mathematics the course is about as complete and nearly
the same as that of our colleges.” The pupils are taught to com-
pute latitude and longitude, “important errors being frequently
detected by the pupils in their school maps.” The report of the
Committee on Visitation, furnished with every report to the
e _ Regents, often throws a side-light
" Dr. CampeeiL, avers Mr. | upon the conditions at the school,

Peter 1. Neefus, was an in- and at the same time furnishes
veterate smoker. He was ac- | (a3 that are of historic interest.
customed, even while hearing . . .
recitations, to walk up and | 1he committee appointed in 1837,
down the broad hallway smok- state: *“The Principal has report-
1 ing a long pipe. Yet no onme | e 103 classical scholars or schol-
seemed to regard this as in A N

_anyway incongruous with the ~ ars in the hlgher branches of
| environment. | English education, for whom the
“-==---—=————--——-———— DBoard will be entitled to draw a
proportionate share of the revenue of the Literature Fund. This
is the largest number of this class which has ever been reported,
at least within the memory of your committee. It is one of the
most pleasing as well as positive proofs of the present flourishing
state of the institution.”t

Although the Academy was rapidly approaching the fiftieth
anniversary of its founding, there still remained a feeling, pos-
sibly inherited, of cold indifference toward its welfare. Dr.
Campbell, however, seems to have possessed the power to draw
all the people of Flatbush together. The Trustees recognized his
merits and recorded their appreciation of his success as follows:

“While the institution has been in operation for a good many
years, only a very few in this neighborhood, comparatively, have
seen proper to embrace the advantages which it has offered to

* Minutes, April s. t Minutes, April 14, 18, 22, and October 10, 1837. t Minutes,
December 2s.
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their sons for a classical education. But we are happy to perceive
in this respect a very great change. The sons of many of the
inhabitants of the village and of the neighboring towns are now
pursuing studies preparatory to professional life; and we fondly
hope that the influence of the institution will be yet more generally
felt and its usefulness yet more extended. It combines at present
the best advantages for a finished classical education. The teach-
ers are all competent, industrious, faithful, and ambitious of their
scholars’ improvement.”*

On the 26th of November, 1838, Mr. Campbell resigned, his
resignation to take effect at the close of the term, May 1, 1839. It
seems, however, that he continued to teach in the Hall for several
months after his successor came. The reason for his leaving was
his desire to return to the work of the ministry. He left the
. - school in a very flourishing condi-

The portrait of DESIDERIUS tion. Certain it is that the matter
Erasmus, which has hung in  of income did not discourage him;
the Principal’s office for many . ..
years, was painted in Holland , for in 1838 the revenue from tuition
at the request of Mr. Calll:Pbe]:l. and interest amounted to $4,531.06,
“:}f'to tltgo‘é;ltl :‘::t:‘sg’;m l‘;:_is;pj and one of his descendants de-
Van Kleek purchased this por- clares that when he left Flatbush
| affrom Dr, Compbel for 815 he had $15,000—the net savings
he left the Academy, in 1860, | from his income for the five years

the Trustees purchased it from . H inet
him.—Mr. eter Nosfus. : while Principal of Erasmus Hall
) | Academy.

Trangitional Period,
1839-1843

The immediate successor of Mr. Campbell was the Rev. Dr.
Joseph Penney, who, it will be remembered, served as a teacher
in the school from 1819 to 1821. Dr. Penney was called from the
presidency of Hamilton College to preside over Erasmus Hall at
a salary of $1,200.t

The only light we get on the administration of Dr. Penney
comes from a number of letters that were rescued from destruc-
tion by Mr. Henry B. Davenport, of Flatbush. In one from a
pupil in Erasmus Hall to a student of Union College, dated June
19, 1840, we glean the following point of interest: “I was greatly

* Report of the Committee on Visitation, Minutes, December 31, 1835. t Minutes of
Trustecs.
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disappointed in Mr. Penney at first, and thought several times to
leave him and to return to my former school. But I am more
pleased with him now than I was then. But yet he is far from
being such a teacher as the one I left. He is not so obliging and
so willing to help one along in his studies, which is of great
advantage to a student.” In another letter, dated September 10,
1840, written from Flatbush, we have selected the following
statement about the Academy: “Erasmus Hall students are
preparing for the examination which takes place in October. The
question is, “‘Was Bonaparte a great man? There will be a great

Rev. JosepH PENNEY, D.D.

display of talent, with folly, mirth, nonsense, beauty, flirtations,
etc.” It seems at this time that the pupils were given the advan-
tage of a good course of lectures, and in a letter from Flatbush
to a friend in one of the colleges, dated February 5. 1841, a lec-
ture by Dr. Campbell is mentioned, on the following subject:
“Early History of Holland; or. Whether the Hook Caught the
Fish or the Fish Caught the Hook.” One of the teachers of
Erasmus Hall, in a letter dated May 5, 1841, gives a point which
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indicates that the school has somewhat fallen off in attendance.

He states:

“We have nearly fifty scholars, boarders and all, so

that the room is nearly running over.”
Finally, from a letter dated November 8, 1841, the following
statement is taken: “Dr. Penney has left the Academy, and Mr.

IFerguson has taken charge of it.

JoserH PENNEY was a native
of Ireland. After the proper
preparation, he entered Trinity
College, Dublin, but finished his
education at Glasgow, in 1813.
In these mstitutions, he was
distinguished as a thorough and
accurate scholar. In the spring
of 1819, after being licensed to
preach, he came to this country,
and for two years taught in an
Academy at Flushing [un-
doubtedly Flatbush], L. I. In

First Church in Rochester,
where, for eleven years, he con-
tinued his work. In 1832, he
accepted the pastorate of the
First Church in Northhampton,
though his health had become
greatly impaired. Later, he was
chosen President of Hamilton

capacity for a short term, in
1839, “greatly to the regret of

earnest request,” he resigned
and accepted a call to the Prin-
cipalship of Erasmus Hall. He
died at Rochester, New York,
in March, 1860. “As a preacher,
pastor and scholar, Dr. Penney
had few superiors.”—A Memo-
rial of the Semi-Centennial
Celebration of the Founding of

1821, he became Pastor of the .

College. After serving in this -

the trustees and against their .

School commenced last Mon-
day. The boys are much pleased
with him, and I have heard some
of the scholars say they have
learned more during this week
than they would in a whole quar-
ter of Dr. Penney.” Dr. Penney
resigned his position on August
17, 1841. He was succeeded by
Mr. James Ferguson, who was
appointed Principal on the 5th of
the following October. The most
that we gain from any source
about Mr. Ferguson’s administra-
tion is that he was Principal at a
salary of $1,200 for nearly two
years—from October 5, 1841, to
June 15, 1843—and that during his
administration the school was
declining in prosperity. It is in-
teresting to note, however, in con-
nection with life in Flatbush, that
at this period the village was
reached only by stages. “The
mail bag, not a very bulky one in
those days, was taken over to the
post office, nearly opposite the

Hamilton College.

- ~— Dutch Church, and was sorted by
Mr. Michael Schoonmaker, and then it was flung back to the
driver.”* In 1840 to 1843 stages gave place to omnibuses, which
ran every hour. Flatbush Avenue was not open from Fulton
Street, however, until 1856, when the street cars came. Often, it
seemed, in those days the prosperity of the Academy varied in
inverse ratio to the ease with which the outside world and out-
side schools could be reached.

* Vanderbilt. p. 3or.
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Avministration of the VReb. Nichard Bavis Yan RKleek, 3D.3D.,
1843-1860

Mr. Ferguson was succeeded as Principal by the Rev. Dr.
Van Kleek. When Dr. Van Kleek came to the Hall, he had
as his advisers among the Trustees five of the most distinguished
men who had served in that capacity. These were Jeremiah
Lott, President; John A. Lott, Treasurer; Dr. John B. Zabriskie,
Secretary; the Rev. Dr. Thomas M. Strong and Dr. Adrian
Vanderveer. One little discordant note is found in the Minutes,
and that is as follows: ‘“The committee expresses the hope that
the Trustees will patronize the school as an example and recom-
mendation.”* It would seem from this that the people of Flat-
bush, including some of the Trustees of the Academy, were
already beginning to patronize the more fashionable schools of
the neighboring cities of Brooklyn and New York. But the new
Principal proved equal to the emergency and capable of over-
coming all obstacles by changing the conditions. Though of
slender build, he was of an iron constitution and of remarkable
activity of body and of mind. He was, above all, an all-round
teacher and ready for any emergency. Then he was thoroughly
prepared for his work, being “a brilliant English grammarian, an
excellent Greek, Latin and Hebrew scholar, a good mathema-
tician, and an excellent instructor in oral and physical oratory.”
It is not strange, therefore, that he succeeded in checking-the
tide toward the city schools and in rallying to his support the
best element in the village.

Dr. Van Kleek put new life into the old Academy. In making
his first report to the Regents, he mentions three departments in
the school, a Male, a Female, and a Department for the Instruc-
tion of Teachers of Common Schools. Though this department
was abolished several years before, here is evidence that Dr. Van
Kleek was still trying to keep it alive.t

The school was not without its lighter courses of study. A
young lady writing to a friend at college in 1843, says: “There
is a dancing school established at the Academy, and I suppose
you will wish you were at home to have the benefit of it.”t

An indication of the extreme prosperity of the Academy at
this time is the following lengthy but interesting report of

* QOctober 30, 1843. t Minutes. December 31, 1843. t Letter owned by Mr. H. B.
Davenport.
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visitation made to the Regents by
Regent John A. Dix, February 26,
1846. It is signed by Regents
Dix and Wetmore:

“The undersigned members of
the committee of the Regents of
the University appointed to visit
the academies on Long Island,
and the counties of Westchester,
Dutchess and Orange, report that
on the 17th day of October, in-
stant (1845) they visited Erasmus
Hall at Flatbush in the County of
Kings. As it was their desire to
see the institution in its ordinary
state they gave no notice of their intention. On arriving at
Flatbush they found that the fall vacation had commenced, and
they were unable to therefore do anything more than to examine
the building and inquire into the condition of the finances of the
institution and the arrangements of the Trustees in respect to
teachers. The Academy building is large and commodious, hav-
ing been designed for the accommodation of boarders, as well as
for the purposes of study and recitation. The Principal, Mr. Van
Kleek, occupies a part of the building with his family, and there
is a dining room with a sufficient number of dormitories for the
convenient accommodation of fifty persons. The lecture and
recitation rooms are all under the same roof, so that the pupils
who are inmates of the establishment are never under the neces-
sity of going into the open air for any academical purpose. The
building stands nearly in the center of a lot of three acres, fur-
nished with shade and grounds for recreation and exercise, and
there is a large garden and spacious outbuildings—everything, in
short, which is requisite for the Principal and his family, as well
as for the pupils. The village in which the institution is situated
is quiet and healthy, and though less than four miles from
Brooklyn it enjoys for a large portion of the year all the seclusion
of a settlement in the interior of the State. In all respects the
position of the institution is admirably adapted to academical
instruction; and the undersigned learned with regret that it had
not recently enjoyved its customary share of public patronage.
The price of board and tuition has heretofore been fixed at $180:

RicHARrD L. VAN KLEEK
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but in consequence of the competition of rival institutions, some
of which have recently risen up in its neighborhood, the charge is
to be reduced to $150, and it is to be hoped that the number of
pupils may be increased in proportion. The Principal of the insti-
tution was unfortunately absent, and had locked up the keys of
the library and lecture room, so that the undersigned were unable
to examine either the books or the apparatus.”*
Perhaps one of the most significant indications of the scho-
lastic condition of an educational institution may be found in the
. nature of the books chosen for the
' Dr Ricuaro D. Van Kueex, | library. Many inferences regarding
born in 1804, graduated from | the teachers and the value of their

‘ %,‘;‘;‘,’ogﬁ‘;‘l'egim“;g;‘,y"g;“ N?:, instruction may be drawn from a
Bﬂlnswéck- In_l}‘is I\fIIrSt pastor- | study of such a list as the following,
ﬁtee’lzfd %‘:&ri:;:l‘ h::&g e;;?;{ * added to the Erasmus Hall library
%w i\l’l&_ant ’ll)‘r(l)w of thlt)e II){ev.}’{. on October 31, 1846. There were
e itt Talmage, D.D. e A .
succeeded in turning an un- fifty books in the list, and among
usu,:?lb_' tlau's}fe n_ur_n?er Kf his | them were Darwin’s “Voyage of a
pupils into the ministry. Among e . ' L
these may be mentioned : Jacob Naturalist,” Schiller's “Thirty
Wl}:ck?lif, J(:lhnS Gd Mlc)Na.iri Year’s War,” Schiller’s “Revolt of
'IIR(;pr;lje?}v:ll;n Su}i;tl: T, Tott | the Netherlands,” France's “Ora-
%abriskie, G. W. Bacon, James tors of the Age,” Miss Edgeworth’s
Sf::)t;lgR °::ét ﬁ)‘hitr%'_'gkf:;:: Novels and Tales, Chateaubriand
Iﬁ" 18_60,l l?'aVinngTCSignedthils on English Literature, “The House
, rincipaisnip or krasmus all, : ” ’ 1
Dr. Van Kleek moved to Jer- I .lee In,” Bacon’s \V()_rks' and
sey Citﬂv, where(,i at th. own ex- Wirt’s “The Spy.” Certainly such
pense, he erected a school house : T
and for several years taught 2 choice of bool::s. would indicate
English branches and the clas-  a progressive spirit and a healthy
ol o’{h;‘;r}s‘e a(::gd' of ;«8){)(3 i condition so far as reading was
works. ' concerned.
T T e Among other testimonials as to
the worth of the library and the lasting influence of the school of
this time, is that of Mr. John S. Lott. He asserts that though
he was college bred, the influence of his college was as nothing
compared with that of Erasmus Hall. He never goes into his
own library without feeling grateful to the old school. Although
in science he was given Goldsmith’s “Animated Nature” as a text-
book ; he owes all that he is and all of his love of books and of
learning to Erasmus Hall. He was a student here until 1862.
The first effort at grading seems to have been made in the

* Minutes of the Regents.



92 Chronicleg of Eragmug Hall Academp

time of Dr. Van Kleek. The Trustees record the fact that the
Principal had separated the smaller children and those in the
elementary branches, and placed them under his daughter to
teach, while he was devoting himself exclusively to the pupils in
the classical and the higher departments of English. ‘“The Prin-
cipal finds that in this way he will not need the services of any
male assistant. And while this plan has been adopted with the
approbation of your committee, we are decidedly of the opinion
that it will be highly advantageous to the Academy, and give far
more satisfaction than the previous arrangements.”* This seems
-— - — to be in keeping with the progress
Dr. JounN B. Zasmiskie “was  of education, as about this time
zoﬁ’: :ppziraf:]"; p&;:‘?&fesﬂ? the subject of grading was attract-
dicated refinement and intelli-  ing the attention of teachers.

gence, for he devoted his lei- : .
sure from professional duties The teaching force also received

to the cultivation of music and | proper attention from Dr. Van
to books. Fond of reading him- | K jeek. While he did admit into
courage young people to study, his faculty the various members
znd e sndeavored o promoiS  of is own family as rapidly as
He was in the habit of lending ~ they became fully prepared for
o o s P late 4 | the work, he always had enough
direct the course of reading | teachers of suitable preparation to
:,':;02}?“3:2“’3}’“}55 f;ggg;;g_s counteract any charge of nepo-
—Mrs. Vanderbilt. i tism. The Principal’s influence

— i - ever tended toward the spiritual
and the moral elevation of the pupil as well as toward his
intellectual development. An indication of the requirements
supposed to be necessary for teaching at this time may be
traced from a report of the Trustees on the proficiency of a
Miss Schaffer, whom they were about to engage. They note in
their Minutes that she had studied astronomy, natural philos-
ophy, Whelpley's Compend, Tytley’s History, music, moral and
intellectual philosophy, Kames’s Elements of Criticism, algebra
and French. The higher branches she had studied with her
father, W. C. Schaffer, Professor of Chemistry, Center College,
Danville, Ky.t

Dr. Van Kleek was one of the principals that drew students
from great distances. Many young pcople came to the Academy
from foreign countries. There were several from Brazil, some

* Minutes, Report of Committee on Visitation, October 31, 1846. 1 Minutes, October
31, 1847.
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from Mexico, and more from Cuba, while Sweden and Spain had
representatives at the school. The Trustees report: The Principal
has nineteen pupils living in his family. “We cannot but hope
and believe that, as the excellent qualifications of the Principal
for his important office become more extensively known, the
institution will enjoy as large a share of public patronage as any
other in the vicinity of the city of New York.”*

That the Principal was popular with his pupils is proved by
the testimony of all; and a large number of his old pupils are
still living. The following letter will recall pleasant scenes to
those who used to sit in the presence of Dr. Van Kleek, and will
also express the sentiments of many others whose memories
revert to that period.

Dr. WALTER B. GUNNISON :

Dear Sir: The request for reminiscences of Erasmus Hall turns the
glance of memory down a long vista of time. I am seventy-one years of age.
Erasmus Hall had its influence and made its impressions upon me at almost
the very beginning of my life.

With two brothers and two sisters, all born in the old house at the north-
west corner of Flatbush and Church Avenues, I could look out to the south
and see the Academy grounds, with their flourishing shrubs and trees. We
all knew there was our school. We knew also, if any of us were in danger
of becoming “limbs,” there we would find the correction intended to properly
bend “the twig.” With childish eagerness, I listened to the talk of an elder
brother, who was under the instruction of Principals Penney and Ferguson,
to catch any news which would give hint of experience to be expected there.

I entered Erasmus Hall, probably, in my
ninth year, 1844. Through my entire course
I was continuously under the supervision and
instruction of Rev. Richard Davis Van Kleek
and his assistants. Mr. Van Kleek was Prin-
cipal from 1843 to 1860.

I had an almost instantaneous view of dis-
cipline. On my first day of attendance, my
first task was to reproduce in a “copy-book”
two examples of script, printed on a strip of
card board—“fine hand” above, “coarse hand”
below. 1 followed the upper line, and filled
about one-half of my page with work, of
which I felt rather proud. Do not mention it
to more than two or three of your most inti-
mate friends—I came very near getting a
JEREMIAH LorT ZABRISKIE genuine “ strapping” with a real strap. The

®* Minutes, December 25, 1847.
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roomful of boys was under the care of the athletic and morose assistant
teacher, Mr. Morris, It was his habit, between recitations, to pace up and
down one of the long aisles between the desks with a strap of old harness,
coiled around his right hand, the effective end lying up along his forearm,
ready to bring down a stinging blow. What was my dismay to find the
teacher stop to examine my work, with right arm raised, and the fierce de-
mand, “Why did you not copy coarse hand?”’” I was saved by the inter-
vention and explanation of my neighboring, kind-hearted, senior pupil.
They were the days of the ferrule and the rattan. All important cases were
relegated to the Principal, especially those which required rattan, and which
were known among the boys as cases
. of “capital punishment.” All the older
chx;‘{o}/:}?e I%ﬁm;a;g;:&? l boys were seated in the one large lower
ment on October 31, 1851. After room of the easterly wing of the old
teaching a few years, she be- . building. That room was furnished
;?;":‘Eu;he ]g}fz(;b‘;fthM\?ax?elt{e:l:ellé w:hha llarge stove in the ccnter},l from
) : which a long stove pipe ran to a chimney
;vsass:a.a ﬁﬁiﬁgﬁfj aifavtv};ingal{/;: in the rear, supported at intervals by
Kleek, after graduating from wires of considerable length, spreading
%‘SWU?{':)’:]‘;S“& agfetmheloc'letg :§ out and attached to the ceiling. The
;ssistant at the Acadl;m;. He slightest motion upstairs would cause
much vibration in those wires. When

left this position to study medi-
cine, a profession in which he an aggravated case required immediate

met with ' unusual success. ttention, the culprit would be ordered
Fanny Van Kleek and her sis- | : ig l:) m, He cwprt K the “I

ter, Virginia, were likewise @ ‘0 tha upl,)’er room, known as the “lec-
teachers at the Hall in the ad- ture room.” The Principal would grasp
ministration of their father. | his rattan, and, with an injunction for
Every member of the family silence, would follow, carefully closing

thus seems to have been of a .
pedagogical bent, possibly in- the door on the stairs. Presently would

heriting the teaching faculty be heard the scuffling of feet, the muffled
from their very fortunate par- . sound of blows, and occasional exclama-
| ent. tions. The wires would be in violent
— - ~  vibration, and some of the waiting pupils
below would call beneath his breath, “Oh, fellows! see the telegraph!”

Sometime we were obliged to admit that the provocation was great. The
closing exercises of each Friday afternoon were devoted to reading com-
positions and delivering of orations, the Principal presiding, and the task
of presenting one or the other of these efforts falling to each boy above a cer-
tain age on alternate weeks.

On a certain occasion, one of the eldest pupils read an excellent composi-
tion on a rather abstruse subject. The Principal asked, “Mr. ——. Did you
compose that, or did you copy it from some book?” Promptly the response
came, not much to the credit of the pupil’s rhetoric or logic, “It does not
matter where you get it, as long as you get it.” We could see righteous
indignation rise in the Principal's face, as he seized his rattan and glided
from his rostrum, while the pupil also rapidly left his location. With bated
breath and staring eyes, the entire company saw pupil and Principal three
times circumnavigate the periphery of the large room, the rattan getting in
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its blows whenever they could be
made to tell, until pursuer and pur-
sued, exhausted, dropped in their
respective stations.

Occasionally cases demanded the
wisdom of a Solomon to decide.
As, for example, when the Baldwin
twins, who so closely resembled
each other that their classmates
could not distinguish them unless
they stood side by side, were de-
tected in some mischief, and the ac-
cused culprit would say, “No, Sir!
It was my brother!” The case
would be given up as inscrutable,
or they would both be punished,
because they both deserved it.

But we came to learn that Prin-
cipal Van Kleek, while insisting that
“discipline must be maintained,” was
not all hardness. He was a good
instructor and had a warm heart
within. This we found when he
had opportunity for confidential ad-
vice and encouragement for his pu-
pils. We shall always remember
the kindness and care with which he
accompanied three of us, classmates, Bacon, Neefus and myself, as we
appeared for the ordeal of the entrance examinations at Columbia College,
and also the affection and pride with which he looked upon us when it was
known that we had safely passed the test and were entered as sophomores
in the class of 18s4.

Dr. J. B. ZABRISKIE

Sincerely yours,

JEREMIAH LOTT ZABRISKIE.

For several years now the institution ran in a regular and an
easy way, always popular and always well attended. The event
of each year was the public exhibition which took place in the
month of April. Dr. Van Kleek was well qualified to exercise
the young people in the art of writing and delivering orations.
In 18435, from a program that is at hand, we find Mr. Peter 1.
Neefus speaking on the subject of “Indifference to Popular Elec-
tions,” Mr. John H. Ditmas on “Infidelity,” John L. Zabriskie,
“A Discourse on Head-dresses.” In 1846 the names of Mr. Ditmas
and Mr. Neefus reappear on such subjects as “Duties of American
Citizens,” and “Lafayette.” In 1848 we meet the name of Jacob
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S. Wyckoff, who spoke on “The Vision of Belshazzar,” and
J. K. Smyth on “The Immortality of Man.” In general, these
exhibitions were remarkable for their length, forty-three different
persons appearing on the same program with orations, compo-
sitions or declamations. Interspersed with these exercises there
were the usual number of musical selections.

In the midst of this prosperity, at a meeting of the Board of
Trustees, held April 4, 1848, the death of Dr. John B. Zabriskie
was announced. He had been Clerk or Secretary of the Board
since 1836, and his influence had been felt in the management of
the Hall. The regard with which he was held by his colleagues
is expressed by the following resolution, adopted by the Board:
“Resolved, That we deeply regret the death of our associate

Trustee, Dr. John B. Zabriskie, who
by his long intercourse with us, by
the faithfulness in the discharge of all
his duties, by the purity of his life,
and the disinterestedness of his mo-
tives, endeared himself not only to
this Board, but to its members indi-
vidually.”*

In 1849 Erasmus Hall was selected
by the Regents as one of the institu-
tions at which meteorological obser-
vations were to be taken. From that
time on there was some one employed

FANNIE VAN KLEEK regularly to take these observations

and report them. For many years
this work was delegated to the Rev. Dr. Thomas M. Strong, a
Trustee of the institution.

In 1850 the financial condition of the institution was at its
best. The permanent fund had increased to $7,500. This money
was invested and returned a regular annual income. A little later,
in 1859, new rates of tuition were adopted. They were as fol-
lows: For spelling, reading, writing and arithmetic, $3 a term;
for these with geography, $3.50 a term; for the same with
English grammar and second arithmetic, $4 a term; for history,
astronomy and composition, $5; for algebra and higher English
branches, $6; for classics, that is, Latin grammar and English
translations, $7; for the classics with higher branches, $8; for all

* Minutes.
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other studies, from $8 to $10 a term. The year was now changed
so that the vacation, consisting of nine weeks, occurred in the
summer, while school extended from September to July, with the
ordinary holidays.

On the 27th of February, 1860, after serving the Academy for
about seventeen years, Dr. Van Kleek of his own free will gave
the Trustees notice of his intention to withdraw from the prin-
cipalship on the 1st day of May following. In his letter of resig-
nation he gives no definite reasons for his action; but on the
other hand, he says: “I beg that the Trustees may not ascribe
the present movement to any failure on my part to appreciate the
importance of their kindness to me, nor, in a word, to anything
inconsistent with the kindest, most grateful, and most respectful
regard.” In reply, the Trustees ex-
press confidence in him and an appre-
ciation of his work, cherishing, as
they did, a high regard for him “as a
man, a scholar, a Christian, and an
instructor of youth.”*

Trangitional Period,
1860-1879

The next Principal was the Rev.
William H. Howard, who filled the
position from September 5, 1860, t0  jemgmiam Lorr, (TrustTee-
May 1, 1863. He was a graduate of PRESIDENT, 1829-1861.)
Oxford, England, and had been prin-
cipal of an academy at Jersey Shore, Penn. In October, 1863, the
Trustees report that “the entire discipline of the Hall has been
greatly improved.”t Among the assistant teachers of this time
were two of some importance—Erskine Howard, educated at
Western Military Academy, Kentucky, and Abbie Sexton, grad-
uate of the State Normal School.

In 1860, Erasmus Hall caught the military fever. This is not
strange, for two reasons: First, the Civil War was pending; and
second, Mr. Erskine Howard was fully equipped for teaching
military science. On the 13th of October the Trustees began to
consider the matter of organizing a military department. Before
the month was over, the department was established, and twenty

* Minutes, March 3, 1860. + Minutes, October 13, 1860.
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muskets, cartridge boxes, etc.,, were
purchased. After the Howards left the
school, efforts were made in vain to
dispose of this apparatus, which seemed
to be of no further use.*

It is interesting to note that at every
turn in the affairs of village or county
or State or Nation, Erasmus Hall Acad-
emy and its loyal Trustees stood “four-
square to all the winds that blew” and
foremost among the inspirers and pro-
moters of good citizenship. When the
idea of free education for every child
as a necessity for making good citizens
was advocated and the State provided a Common School Fund,
when the library was suggested as a necessary part of any com-
plete school equipment, when the State realized that in order to
have progressive schools provision must be made for the better
training of her teachers, when the process of grading was insti-
tuted as an improvement on the old method of grouping pupils
in classes regardless of age and proficiency, when the country
was calling her young men to arms in the defense of her Union
and needed the private in the ranks as well as the officers trained
in the military art—at every turn and at every call the Academy
was ready to take the lead. The idea might be a new one and the
Principal of the school might be little more than a transient, hold-
ing his place in the community for only a year or two, vet the
spirit of progress and loyalty and patriotism was ever present
and characterized the action of teacher
and trustee at every crisis in the his-
tory of education.

Erasmus Hall was doubly fortunate
in her guardians whose lives of useful-
ness were often extended into unusually
long periods. When the end of service
of such trustees came, the loss to the
school was often a scrious one. In this
administration, indeed, there fell upon
the Academy a very severc blow. At
a meeting of the Board of Trustees on
October 12. 181, was announced the Mr. ErskiNe Howarp

Rev. WiLLiaM H. Howarp

* Minutes, October 13, 24, 1860; April 21, 1864.
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deaths of both the Hon. Jeremiah Lott and Dr. Thomas M.
Strong. Mr. Lott had served as President of the Board, without
intermission, since 1829. Dr. Strong, the beloved Pastor of the
Reformed Dutch Church of Flatbush, had served the Board as
Chairman of the Committee on Visitation for almost the entire
period of membership in that body. Possibly the later deca-
dence of the Academy may be traced to the loss of these two
great men in the administration of affairs. In 1863 the Com-
mittee on Visitation reported got enough pupils to pay the
teachers. After the retirement of Mr. Howard, the data about
teachers contained in the Minutes are very meager.

On the 11th of April, 1863,
Principal Howard tendered his
resignation to accept a very
urgent call to the pastorate;
and the Rev. Eli T. Mack,
having been duly elected to
the principalship, entered upon
his duties May 1st* He
served in this capacity for
eleven years, and his depart-
ure, then, seems to have been
regretted. The average daily
attendance ranged from 8o to
103 pupils. His teaching
force consisted of four or five
assistants, including his
daughters, Elizabeth, who had

Rev. Eut T. Mack charge of the primary depart-

ment, and Helen, who super-

vised the French department. DBoth were regarded as superior
teachers. Soon after leaving the school, Elizabeth, on application
to the Trustees, was furnished a good letter of recommendation.
The finances of the institution were in charge of Judge John

A. Lott, and had the management been in less competent hands,
the institution would certainly have met with disaster. In these
years the total expense of a pupil at the Hall was $250 a year.
In 1868, $32 were charged for English alone, $48 for English and
higher branches, and $60 for English, the higher branches and the
classics. In 1871 the tuition money amounted to $4.526.63. The

* Minutes.



100 Chronicles of €ragmug Hall Academp

buildin ; was well filled with board-

nd the Principal was allowed

5 annually for taking the

meteorological observations.

Yet several times the Trus-

tees were called on to

remit the rent, and in

the annual reports there

was a tone of despond-

ency. The Treasurer

was authorized to dis-

pose of certain bonds

and securities. Before

the close of Mr. Mack’s

administration, the re-

serve fund, so carefully

guarded by Judge Lott,

was reduced from $7,500
to $7,000.

The resignation of Mr. Mack,

yubt due to declining health,

took effect on May 1, 1874. After

Mr. Mack left the Academy there
was a forced vacation of several weeks while the Trustees were
searching for a successor. Finally, on July 14, 1874, Mr. Jared
Hasbrouck was elected Principal, and he served in that capacity
until July, 1879.

The great event of this period was the institution at the Hall
of “Examinations for Regents’ Certificates of Academic Scholar-
ship.” In 1875, February 25th and 26th were set aside for the
first trial. A committee of the Trustees was appointed to super-
intend these examinations. Its report is long but interesting to
those who are following the progress of educational methods.
The rules for seating pupils, for opening the envelopes, for dis-
tributing questions, for furnishing paper and pens, and for refus-
ing explanations have since been changed little if at all; so they
need not be given here. The comments of the committee on the
nature of the examination are very suggestive:

“The trial was a new and strange one to the pupils of Erasmus
Hall Academy,” they report, “and produced some nervousness
calculated to prevent the pupils from doing themselves full justice.

JUDGE JoHN VANDERBILT
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Now that the nature of the trial is known, better results may be
looked for hereafter. The questions proposed are open to some
criticism as to their fairness and propriety, as for instance the
one in arithmetic which called for an original problem in propor-
tion. If we remember correctly there were two of these. We
suppose that in very few schools are the pupils taught to make
their own problems; and it is surely not just to spring such a
proposition upon the class without warning and make it a test of
knowledge. The sentence presented to be parsed was also, to
say the least, of quite unusual English and by no means a speci-
men of chaste and elegant English. It was open to considerable
variety of opinion as to how por-
tions of it should be construed.
It was hardly the right kind of a
sentence to test the grammatical
knowledge of the scholars of an
academy.”

Thirteen pupils presented them-

DRr. ADRIAN VANDERVEER, who
had served on the Board since
the oth of May, 1818, died
on July 5, 1857. His life had
been an active one in many
lines. In his profession, he |
was recognized as a leader,
having served as Secretary

of the Kings County Med- o,
ical Society. In fact, the | selves for examination. The sub-
meeting preliminary to the ‘

organization of that Society | JCCtS were arithmetic, grammar,

was held at his residence Feb--
ruary 25, 1822. In religious
lines Dr. Vanderveer was a
leading member of the Re-
formed Dutch Church. In
1825 he organized the Sunday
School for the Flatbush

geography, spelling, and penman-
ship. In arithmetic there were
two trials of two hours each.
Twenty-four questions were given,
eighteen of which must be an-

swered correctly in order to pass
the pupil. Four of the thirteen
passed in this subject. In gram-
mar, eighty questions were asked.
Sixty correct answers were required for passing, and six passed.
In geography, forty questions were proposed, thirty correct an-
swers required, and six passed. In spelling, one hundred ques-
tions were given, eighty must be spelled correctly, and four
passed. Specimens of penmanship were submitted. “The writing
in nearly every instance was neat, distinct and satisfactory; but
as no standard was submitted all that can be done is to send
the specimens to Albany for examination.”

The following is the summary of the results: Miss Bertha C.
Cantries and Masters Charles N. Wells and Cornelius Bergen
passed all the examinations, entitling them to Regents’ certifi-
cates. Ellen G. Dean passed in grammar, geography and spelling;

vacancy, extremely difficult to
fill in the Board of Trustees of
! Erasmus Hall.
|

Church. His death left a ’
I
j
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Stephen C. Halstead in grammar, Robert Lefferts in geography,
and J. Talmadge Bergen
in all except spelling.

The report concludes as
follows: “From the in-
formation they can obtain,
your committee conclude
that the results presented
here are equal to those
usually obtained when the
trial is conducted in a
spirit in accordance with
the regulations of the Re-
gents. In our case the
rules were carefully and
exactly observed. But it
does not seem to us that
this attempt of a method
altogether new to both
the scholars and the com-
mittee, affords results
from which a fair judg-

Juoce Joun A. Lott ment of the attainments

of these pupils can be

formed. If similar examinations are held hereafter, we will be
better prepared to meet them.”*

HAdminigteation of the Reb, Vobert Srier Strong,
1879-1892

The Hasbrouck administration was brought to an end rather
abruptly. On February 8, 1879, the Trustees notified the Prin-
cipal that the rent of the Hall had been raised from $150 per
annum to $500. On the 1st of March following, the authorities
informed Mr. Hasbrouck that they desired to terminate his con-
tract with the school. On the 10th of May the Trustees met at
the residence of Dr. J. L. Zabriskie and elected to the Principal-
ship the Rev. Robert Grier Strong, who had been their choice
and had virtually accepted the position on the retirement of Mr.

* Minutes, March 22, 1875. This Committee consisted of the Rev. Dr. John M.
Ferris, the Hon. Abraham Lott, and Dr. John L. Zabriskie.
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Mack. At the time of his election, Mr. Strong had a flourishing
private school in Flatbush and was able almost to dictate his own
_terms to the Academy Board. He accepted the principalship on
certain stipulated conditions, one of which forever changed the
nature and policy of Erasmus Hall.

The Academy had been a boarding school, and some of the
principals had reaped harvests from their boarders. Mr. Strong,
however, stipulated that the boarding department be completely
separated from the scholastic. Mrs. John Werner was the first
stewardess. For the privilege of boarding the pupils, Mrs. Wer-
ner agreed to pay $20 a month for the first year. After May,
1880, she was to pay at the rate of $300 a year, and after May,
1881, $400 or $500 a year, according to her success. The two
departments ever after remained distinct. The old Academy had

passed from a boarding school to
a select day school.

In all the history of the Academy
perhaps the greatest event was the
celebration of the centennial anni-
versary of its founding. This im-

portant affair occupied two days,
gimti*:;rPfi"ﬁ?;m“ars'fhe:::’ggel June 15th and 16th of the year
was at ﬂ.orfolk. Virgilt)ﬁa. He ; 1887, at the close of the eighth

died in Flatbush, June 14, 1861. : * ini -
By his - denomination’ Dr. . {i:lr of Mr. Strong’s administra

Strong was regarded as one of
the leading members. The exercises of the first day

TTTTTTT  TTTTT TTTTT 7T began in the evening. The town-
hall had been engaged, and the ball-room was decorated with red,
white and blue bunting, flags and coats-of-arms. Flowers made
up in every device known to the florist were carried into the hall
in such profusion that one would think a floricultural show was
in progress. They were placed along the front of the stage, on
the steps, window, and in fact, wherever there was room. Throngs
of intellectual, bright-eyed maidens, young men and numerous
children, with proud papas and mammas, poured into the vast
auditorium until it seemed as if the capacity of the building
would prove inadequate for the audience. The Rev. William H.
Campbell, D.D., who, it will be remembered, was Principal of the
Academy from 1834 to 1839, opened the exercises with a short
address to the pupils. Then a long program was rendered—decla-
mations and orations, interspersed with excellent music. As this

Dr. THOMAS M. STRONG was
called to the Flatbush Re-
formed Church in 1822. He
was the first pastor settled over
this church alone. Dr. Strong
was born at Cooperstown, New
York, in 1797, He was a grad-
uate of Columbia College and
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was “Pupils’ Day,” those who participated in the program were
pupils of the school. John B. Zabriskie’s salutatory in Latin, entitled,
“All are Nymphs of the Ocean Spray,” elicited much applause. A
unique exercise was the Salutation: 1787-1887, “delivered in old
Long Island Dutch of 1787 by one of the oldest residents, Myn-
heer Jan Gerritse Carlsz Van Kouwenhoven.” But when Alletta
F. Stoothoff appeared upon the stage in “Old Mother Hubbard” as
the grandchild, the audience went wild. A shower of bouquets fell
around her as she was about to leave the stage.* The festivities
ended for the first day only to be continued through the next.

The ceremonies of the second day were held in the chapel
of the Reformed Dutch Church. Long before the evening pro-
gram began, the Trustees and their invited guests assembled
in the old Academy building or
JerEm1aH Lotr was the son | O the grounds of the Hall adjoin-
gf Jo(lsannlfs E. Lotg aInd &as . ing the chapel, and sat under the
orn October 14,1776. In 1801,
he was appointed Clerk of the shade of the old porch and the
Board of Supervisors of the | grand old trees which dot the
County of Kings, holding that | |awn,  Old pupils were present in
appointment for  forty-two
years. For four terms, between  large numbers and the flood of
111814 andt 1_839.thhcsl;elt)refnt.€d history and reminiscences was
1s coun m € ate eg1s- ] .
lature. l-‘ie held the Oﬂiceglof  thoroughly enjoyed. Meanwhile
surrog;te, to which heswas ap-  the crowd was assembling in the
pointed in the year 1814, suc-
cessively for the period of nine- | chape'l. They came not only from
teen years. In the War of 1812 | the village of Flatbush, but from
with Great Britain, he held a : Gravesend and Flatlands and New
captain’'s commission in the - .
Flatbush company of militia— | Utrecht and New Lots, just as
Mrs. Vanderbilt, p. 189. pupils used to gather in the days
T of “Auld Lang Syne,” from the
same towns for instruction in the Academy. A corps of ushers
attended to the seating of the audience. At the back of the plat-
form the National colors were draped in graceful festoons, and
upon them hung a large water-color of the Academy building as
it appeared in 1826. It looked then as it does to-day, save that
now there are more trees about it. Indeed, Erasmus Hall to all
outward seeming stands to-day just as it did when in 1787 the
building was opened for school purposes.
The exercises opened with prayer offered by the Rev. J. Paschal
Strong, formerly a pupil of this school. After music, the address
of welcome was delivered by the Rev. C. L. Wells, Pastor of

* Quoted quite literally from a newspaper clipping.
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““““ - - ' the Reformed Church of Flat-

REev. RoBerr GRIER STRONG, son ' .
of Dr. Thomas M. Strong, was bush. He spoke to the following

a native of Flatbush. In suc- effect:

cession he graduated regularly Custode dea crescet was the motto
from Erasmus Hall, New York ' adopted by the founders of the
University and the New Bruns- Academy. It expressed a hope and

wick Theological Seminary. After
spending nearly three years as as-

sistant pastor of the Reformed R ..
Dutch Church of Flatbush, he dence; it has grown under Divine

served for nine years as pastor of Providence, and all the years of the

|

I

|

l was a prophecy. They declared that
|

I

l a Church at New Brunswick, New century that have passed have seen
|

|

it would grow under Divine Provi-

York. In 1870, he opened a pri- it exerting a wide influence for sound
vate school in the lecture room of | learning and pure religion. The insti-
the Reformed Dutch Church, Flat- |  tytion has sent forth many who have
bush. When he became Prmc:p;.zl vindicated the usefulness and glory
of Erasmus Hall, he moved “his " £ h a traini w h to
prosperous and successful select Ol such a training. ¢ arc fiere
. school into the Academy build- w.elcome you on the one hundredth
ing.” He died on April 22, 1802, birthday of the Academy. We wel-
The interment was in the family come those who have been teachers
plot in Greenwood Cemetery. or pupils in the institution. We have
- o — —  with us to-night the Rev. Dr. Camp-
bell, who was once a principal of the institution fully half a century ago. His
memory is cherished by all who were so fortunate as to enjoy the benefits of
his teaching. It was not my fortune to study under him at Erasmus Hall, but
at New Brunswick I enjoyed the pleasure and benefit of his instruction. All
that I know of the language of the Scriptures I owe to his training. We can
look back over the past with gratitude to the Providence of God. The union
of religious influence with literary training has been the aim of those who
have controlled the destinies of the school. The founders believed in God
and in the word of God and they sought to embody those principles in the
school which they founded and they succeeded. The portrait of one of the
incorporators, Dr. John H. Livingston, looks down upon us from the wall. So
also does the portrait of Erasmus, who might be called the patron saint of
the Reformed Church. To read the roll of the incorporators sounds like
calling the roll of families who are our familiar acquaintances to-day. Among
them we find the names of Lott, Vanderbilt, Vanderveer, Suydam, and others.
Once more I say to all the scholars, patrons and friends of the institution, we
bid you welcome—in this chapel dedicated to the worship of the Triune God.
When the influences of sound religion and God’s word go hand in hand with
sound literary training, the desired ends of education are accomplished and
the social problems of the age will not be difficult of solution.

A historical sketch of Erasmus Hall Academy was read by the
Rev. John M. Ferris, D.D., President of the Board of Trustees,
and editor of the Christian Intelligencer, who then introduced the
Rev. William H. Campbell, who was the unique figure of the
occasion. The venerable gentleman, white-haired but still strong
and vigorous, was received with prolonged applause. After
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relating the circumstances of his first coming to Erasmus Hall,*
Dr. Campbell spoke somewhat as follows:

I formed friendships then that last till this day, those of them that are
still living. I was made President after the resignation of Dr. Kellogg, and
I did the best I could to discharge my arduous duties. I am glad to be here
to-night. Hallowed memories surround us. I would like to mention some of
those I loved and who have passed away, but will refrain from doing so for
fear that in my haste I might overlook some of the honored names. The
living of you among whom I have lived so long I love, and of those dead I
speak but words of reverence. I love Flatbush and love the people who live
here. What a blessing it will be if the second century of our Academy shall
be better and younger than it ever has been. That this may be and that God's
blessings may rest upon you all is my constant prayer,

As the representative of the Regents, Dr. St. Clair McKelway
next spoke.

He said that he had been much impressed with the interest and suggest-
iveness of Dr. Ferris’ history, and with the ability and attractiveness of Dr.
Campbell’s reminiscences. To both gentlemen he paid a high compliment.
The three points which he elaborated were: (1) The steady progress and
improvements in methods which the
Academy had made in one hundred
years; (2) the constancy with which
closely connected with the insti- ; it adherefl to it io‘.m.d ation principles
tution through a long line of an- | of morality and religion, and (3) the
cestors. She is the daughter of creditable fact that it had never called
Dr. John B. Zabriskie, the grand- on the town for tax money but had
daughter of Jeremiah Lott, the supported itself. He closed by adjur-
+ great grand-daughter of Bateman ing the people to emulate and even to
Lloyd, the great great grand- ,  exceed in the future the excellent

daughter of Jacob Lefferts, the .
sister of Dr. J. L. Zabriskie (de- 1o o ;‘;‘;’:“ Erasmus Hall had made

ceased) and the aunt of Dr. J. B.
Zabriskie, Jl'., all of whom were The next address was de]iv_

Trustees of the Academy. As Mr.
Jacob Lefferts was a charter mem- ered by the Rev. J. Howard

ber of the Board of Trustees of Suydam, D.D., of New Jersey,
the Academy and Dr. J. B. Za-  who represented the students

briskie, Jr., was clected a Trustee
at the last meeting of the Board ° of the Academy. He was a

before the transfer of the school Flatlands boy in earlier days,
property to the city of Brooklyn, and gave reminiscences con-

Mrs. Strong is a connecting fig- . . .
ure between the very old and the nected with his school days in

very new. The author of this the Academy.
part of the Chronicles desires in . . .

this place to acknowledge his in- I lived, said he, in New Lots,
debtedness to Mrs Strong for help, when a very small boy, and I recol-
suggestions and material. lect the May anniversaries when we
| S _ had to meet in the church here. I

Mprs. RoBErRT GRIER STRONG was
a pupil of Erasmus Hall. She is

*See p. 7o.
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was attending the district school at New Lots. I remember that I used to
peep through the fence at Erasmus Hall and say that one day I would go to
school there. I remember that when Dr. Zabriskie, the father of our present
friend, brought the first school library to Flatlands, I read through every
book in that library. When I came to Flatbush to school, I noted, what I also
noted in the last catalogue, that everybody was related to everybody else. [
thought Flatbush was the most beautiful place I had ever seen, and a good
deal of that feeling lingers with me yet. The Rev. Mr. Van Kleek was then
in charge. He was a thorough-going teacher, going to the roots of things.
In two years he prepared me in Latin grammar for the junior class in college.
We used to pronounce differently in those days from what they do now. I
think there ought to be a convention to settle this matter of Greek and Latin
pronunciation so that one shall not say “Cicero,” and another “Kickero.” It
is a very great trial to those of us who try to keep up with the times. I wish
I had the time to mention some of the boys of that day. They are a good
ways from boyhood now. They are scattered all over the world. So the
influences of the Academy have radiated through all the earth. In conclusion
the speaker recommended the example of

Erasmu.s as a type of sound scholarship . Mgrs. GERTRUDE LEFFERTS
and polite literature, and Vanderwort, of { VANDERBILT was the daughter

Leyden, as an example of the man who  of John Lefferts, who was a X
would not yield to the enemies of re- Trustee of Erasmus Hall Acad- '
ligious truth. The two men, he said, melézgm tIhBO7 u‘r;le c}J‘fls Jd“egtl;
_ . ,in ; the wi g
presented an example which should be John Vanderbilt, a Trustee

emulated by Erasmus Hall. ' from 1841 to 1877, and the

. mother of Lefferts Vanderbilt,
The Rev. Dr. Wells next read 2 ; Trystee from 1878 to 1895,

most interesting paper prepared ?he wasda %upil émde:l-) 1}/{1-. Ig%l-
r . ogg an r. Campbell. e
by .Mrs.“\/ and‘ex"bllt, of Flatbush, is remembered as the author of
entitled “Reminiscences of School a “Social History of Flatbush.”
Days at Erasmus Hall.” It gave - - - - - -
the old school from the coigne of vantage of the girls’ school-

room. Mrs. Vanderbilt wrote as follows:

With all the congratulations presented on this pleasant occasion, we
mothers who were once children here wish also to add our greeting. We who
have sons and daughters to take our places can recall many pleasant memories
of days spent at school in Erasmus Hall, our alma mater as well as yours.
Accepting the privilege accorded us, we would add our quota by introducing
the social element in the form of some reminiscences of the girls’ school-room.
Life being in the decline with us, there may be a sunset glow thrown over
these memories irradiating them with brighter colors than were theirs at the
dawn. Some of us here present to-night (now past the meridian of life) may
go back as far as when Mr. Kellogg entered our names on his roll-book as
children in his primary department. That age and this are marked with differ-
ences every step of the way, and the changes 'twixt now and then challenge
a contrast from the very beginning, for those were the days of quill pens.
Stcel pens formed no part of our school outfit. A neat bundle of goose quills
always had their place on the teacher’s desk. . . . He (Mr. Kellogg) was

8
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always pleasant and gentle, ever ready with his sharp penknife to mend a
sputtering quill or to accept it as an excuse for poor penmanship or for want
of neatness in a copy-book. In those days we walked to school through the
rural beauty of the village street, sometimes loitering under the shade trees,
sometimes hurrying as we heard the tinkle of the cowbell as the herd were
driven home from pasture and we were afraid to pass some dilatory animal
that lingered to graze on the sidewalk. On rainy days no public conveyance
gave us the facility now offered to reach school at a cost of five cents. Some
accommodating parent harnessed up his horses, and the wagon stopped and
took in all the neighbors’ children

who lived on the way. As a means

of heating the houses furnaces were

then unknown. OQur school-rooms

were heated by cast-iron stoves. We

can recall one of these in a-recita-

tion room. Curiously enough it had

r an oven in it with two doors open-

ing out on either side. The class

sat close to this stove—half on one

1, side and half on the other. The

French teacher often wondered why

the covers of our books were so

scorched. It would not be telling

i tales out of school at this late hour

(A to explain how it happened; but
‘ % perhaps it might betray to this gen-
s eration the stratagems of their

Y Lo grandparents when lessons were not

properly committed to memory. I
am freec to admit, however, that
there is very little in this direction
that we could teach the children of
the present day. . . . The boys
had a yearly exhibition, and on that
occasion a platform was erected in
front of the pulpit in the church,
We thought our brothers and
cousins and young friends who spoke upon that platform as eloquent as ever
Webster or Clay might have been. We expected them in after years to fill
the highest places of honor that the nation could bestow. Nothing less than
public recognition from the Mississippi to the Atlantic Coast was considered
to be their just due. At one of these exhibitions instead of selections from
the celebrated orators and poets of the world, the boys were taught to take
sides in a discussion on the character of Napoleon Bonaparte. . . . Among
our teachers we recall with affectionate respect Dr. Campbell. We look up
to him, however, with something like awe, becausc it was whispered among us
that he could speak in Latin, Greek and Hebrew just as easily as he could
in English. We also recall Professor Mark Hopkins Beecher, who among

DRr. ADRIAN VANDERVEER
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other things taught us botany and took his class out in the woods botanizing.
As on these occasions we begged for the tin cake boxes from the pantries in
which to collect our specimens (and carry cake) these botanizing excursions
were not as popular with our parents as with ourselves. We were delighted
with the tramp through the woods which this method of acquiring knowledge

afforded us.

Dr. HoMER LYMAN BARTLETT,
Trustee of Erasmus Hall after
October 8, 1870, was a native
of Jericho, Vermont. Contrary
to his father’s wish, he pur-
sued the study of medicine,
graduating from the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in
New York City. Establishing
himself in Flatbush, in 1857,
he attended to an extensive
and exacting practice from
Brooklyn to the sea. Ever fore-
most in promoting improve-

. ments in the village, he was

' contributor

the originator of the Health
and Police Boards, and super-
intendent of each for a time;
a leader in the Gas and Water
Works companies ; prime mover
in starting the Midwood Club,
becoming its first President,
and a supporter of every worthy
local enterprise. He was be-
sides an industrious writer and
to newspapers,

l‘ medical journals and other pub-
lications, and was considered

an authority on matters per-
taining to the history of Long
Island, having collected from

. original sources, facts and leg-

ends, which he wove into story,
romance or article. Thus Dr.
Bartlett was a many-sided char-
acter, broad-minded, public-
spirited, tender-hearted, witty
and humorous, He died at
Thomasville, Georgia, February |
3, 1905. :

And here again is a contrast between past and present, for

Flatbush was encircled with woods then.

Now, chestnut, oak and hickory have dis-

appeared like the frailest wild flowers
they sheltered. This being before the
days of sewing machines, one afternoon
in the week we were taught to sew. It
is a good thing for girls to learn. I
commend it to teachers of the present
day. In order to combine this with men-
tal improvement some one read aloud
to us. 1 fear we did not appreciate this
surreptitious method of hindering us
from whispering while engaged in sew-
ing. It was not a very varied menu from
which our minds were daily fed. The
books (which you may still find on top
shelves of old closets) are a little anti-
quated now. The geographies did not tell
us much of the country west of the Mis-
sissippi River, and our maps left blank
and empty spaces where now there are
thriving states and great cities. We
studied algebra and geometry, rhetoric,
Kames's “Elements of Criticism,” history,
both ancient and modern. The history
of the United States scarcely brought us
into the days of Martin Van Buren. Just
think how much that leaves untold. With
many sighs and tears we struggled over
the writing of compositions. We do not
wonder now at the tears when we re-
member that we children were expected
to write criticisms on Young's “Night
Thoughts,” Pollock’s “Course of Time,”
or Harvey's “Meditations,” with now and
then a review of “Paradise Lost.”

Erasmus Hall library was to us a place full of wonders, for besides the

books there were glass cases filled with natural curiosities, bugs, beetles and
lizards preserved in alcohol: weapons from the Cannibal Islands; ornaments
worn by natives of the South Sea Islands, and mineralogical specimens from
the far West of Ohio and Illinois. There was nothing there from Japan,
and the fact marks another stride forward in history, for where now do you
find shelves which are not filled with curios of Japan? There were also in
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the library, glass retorts and all sorts of instruments for experiments in
chemistry—in fact, quite a laboratory. We had frequent lectures on chemistry
and natural philosophy during the winter. Brooklyn and Flatbush were widely
separated at that time by woods and muddy roads, and the absence of public
conveyances, so that it was difficult to attend lectures in winter, and lectures
were held in high estimation then as a valuable means of instruction. The
wonders shown.by means of the glass cylinders and retorts seemed to us
children like nothing short of necromancy. . . . We sometimes had
lectures on astronomy illustrated by an
| Rev. Dr. Joun Masox Ferris orrery, in which Jupiter and Saturn and

was born in Albany, New York, all the planets in their turn were sus-
January 17, 1825. He attended, pended from the ceiling and spun around

in turn, the Albany Academy the sun in a very creditable manner, un-
© (1832-1835), Forrest and Mul- | o 0" o o etimes happened, some moon
| ligan’s School, New York City » a3 pp ' .
" (1838), and Columbia Gram- got a little refractory and accompanied

mar School (1836-1839). He the wrong planet, or Mars got in undue
graduated from New York haste and usurped the orbit of some

g;:g:as':{l ;nTllfggfoZ?cdalmS[esr:?-’ other world. Had the great solar sys-

nary at New Brunswick, New tem acted upon the same erratic prin-
Jersey.  Soon entering the ciple, I fear that to-day we should not
work of the ministry. he served  have a world in which to keep the cen-

successively as pastor of Re- . .
formed Churches in Tarrytown, tennial of FErasmus Hall. We took

. New York, Chicago, Illinois, " books weekly out of the library and read
and Grand Rapids, Michigan. them faithfully. Owing to the various
While there he taught in what chemicals kept in that room the books

;;ngoviﬁi[}gg;n(_:o‘};gf}" eatfaill 0;} eventually were permeated by a peculiar

| 1865, he was elected Corre- odor which became associated in our
sponding Secretary of the  minds with histories and biographies, so
Board of Foreign Missions of « that when about this time a teacher,

fl‘: Eﬁ?rwﬁﬂeci}:‘m&l;;%ggg; giving us a biographical sketch of some

had a share in the opening of old worthy, remarked that he died “in
Japan to intercourse with the the odor of sanctity,” we thought that

world, and in providing for the  of course we understood perfectly what
education of Japanese young

men in the United States. In was meant by the phrase. The old
1883, he became cditor of the library made it plain to us; yes, we
Christian Intelligencer, a posi- knew. Oh, the simplicity of little chil-

tion which he still holds with dren'
the privilege of writing when

he chooses. In a school where there were boys

and girls studying together a little flirt-

ing might perhaps be expected, but it
was very harmless and innocent, and we all know of some happy marriages in
which the acquaintance began in the companionship in the school. Beside
secular instruction, our religious training was not forgotten. The school was
opened by religious exercises, and on our way home Thursday afternoons we
were gathered in the old consistory rooms to repeat our catechism to our
beloved pastor, Rev. Dr. Strong. These catechetical exercises were considered
as important as other studies, and we were reprimanded if we failed to attend.
While we admit that the old forms of instruction have been superseded by
newer and better methods, yet we feel that the minds of the children were
less taxed then, and there was a slower and more natural unfolding and ripen-
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ing of the faculties, so that our girls seemed to retain longer the sweetness and
simplicity of their childhood. When we look upon the gray-haired matrons
who are here among the happy groups of their children to-night, we can
scarcely realize that these are they to whom we have alluded as school-girls.
So the swift years pass; later generations have come to maturity; other
children have taken our places; many have entered upon the better life. We
can recall bright young faces to whom is that immortality of youth which is
given by early death. We who were once in the girls’ school-room of Erasmus
Hall are glad to be present and add our word of greeting to-night. We rejoice
that our sons and daughters have had the opportunities which this school has
afforded. We want them to be good and useful men and women. Looking at
the device assumed in the last century, and placed in the books in the library,
we would also point them forward and onward, saying as we do so, “Fortiter!
Ascende!”

The choir sang the “Hallelujah Chorus” from the “Mount of
Olives,” and then the audience joined in singing the “Doxology.”
The Rev. Dr. Campbell dismissed - -
the gathering with the benedic- JubGE JoHN VANDERBILT was
tion. A collation followed at the '@ @ Trustee of Erasmus Hall

. . from 1841 to 1877, the date of
Hall, the grounds of which were ' |;is decease. He had served

perfectly illuminated with Chinese terms as County Judge and
lanterns.* as State Senator, and had been
: nominated for Lieutenant-Gov-
The career of Mr. Strong con- . ernor. Though for many years

tinued at the Academy for nearly . Prior to his death he had been -
LT, .7 an invalid, in the “fifties,” “‘he
five years after this interesting  was easily the most popular

celebration. T'he success of his | and one of the most consider-
' able men at this end of the Em-

labors may be gauged by the  pire State” — The Brooklyn
income, which, after paying his . Eagle. ‘
assistants, ranged annually from )
$1,700 to $2,320. In these last years of Mr. Strong's administra-
tion the subject of physical training, as well as intellectual, was
attracting the attention of educators. The pupils of Erasmus
Hall at once showed their interest in this matter. On February
9, 1889, the male pupils of the Academy sent a communication to
the Board of Trustees asking for an appropriation for the pur-
chase of apparatus for use of the gymnasium class. The Trustees
appropriated $50, provided the Principal approved of the matter.
So the work continued until the spring of 1892, when, after
a brief illness, death closed the career of Mr. Strong, one of
the most beloved of the Principals of the Academy. To the work
of instructing the young he had brought the conscientious and
faithful endeavor that had ever characterized him. As a teacher

* Largely quntc&- from The Brooklyn Eagle.
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he aimed at the full development of the scholar. He won the
confidence, the esteem, the affection of those he taught; his
moral influence was of the highest order. Such forces perpetuate
themselves and live in other lives. The success of the institution
was as great as could reasonably have been expected under the
circumstances.* The Minutes of the Trusteest contain the impres-
sions of the members of the Board regarding the Principal and
his work:

“The Board laments the loss of the Rev. Robert Grier Strong,
who entered into rest on April 22d, after a wasting illness
patiently endured through a large part of the present school year.
He was a graduate from the Academy, having received here his
entire education previous to entering college. For the past eight
years he has been Principal of this
Academy, in which position he
has rendered faithful and efficient
service. As the only pastorate of
Mr. Strong was spent at New
Baltimore, in this State, the ma-

ADRIAN VANDERVEER MAR-
TENSE, son of Jacob Van Brunt
Martense and Eliza Vander-
veer Martense, and grandson
of Dr. Adrian Vanderveer, suc-

i ceeded his father as Trustee of

Erasmus Hall on February 11,
1882. He prepared for college
at the Academy. After grad-
uating from Rutgers and Co-
lumbia Law School, he prac-
ticed his profession in Brook-
lyn until his death, which oc-

curred in January, 1898.—Mrs.

jority of the members of this
Board have been his associates
through life, and having an inti-
mate knowledge of his character
and career, hereby bear testimony
to the integrity of his life, his con-

Eliza A. Martense.

scientious and faithful discharge
of the duties, of the relation he
has sustained as a man, a citizen, a Christian, a minister of the
gospel, and as a teacher. His life has been a devoted and a
useful one.

“During the years of his principalship. service of high value to
the community has been rendered. Many of those who have been
under his instruction will hold him in affectionate remembrance.”

Crasmus Hall Transferred,
1892-1896

After Mr. Strong’s decease, Erasmus Hall Academy lapsed
into a period of decline. His immediate successor was Dr. R.
Arrowsmith, a graduate of Columbia. and a post-graduate of

* Funeral oration by Dr. Wells, + May 7, 1892,
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Berlin University, Germany. The following letter to Dr. W. B.
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Gunnison, the present Principal of Erasmus Hall, embodies the

experiences of Dr. Arrowsmith:

Dear Dr. GunnNisoN: The year 1892-
1893 was so uneventful in the old Acad-
emy that | fear I can contribute little of
interest to the history of the school.
Perhaps the most significant feature was
the final severance of Church and State
effected by the appointment of a lay
Principal, all the long list of my prede-
cessors for one hundred and five years
having been clergymen®* The year also
offered a fresh proof of the inadvisability
of attempting to put new wine into old
bottles. and marked the end of the old
Academy system, at the same time indi-
cating very clearly the only possible lines
of future development which the school
has since then so successfully followed.

Hon. Joun A. Lorr, who

died July 20, 1878, had been |

a Trustee of Erasmus Hall al-
most fifty years, He was Treas-
urer of the Board from 1850
until his death. “He came to
this school the son of a re-
spectable farmer. He closed
his long and distinguished pub-
lic life as the Chief Commis-
sioner of Appeals of this State,
one of the highest and most
responsible judicial positions in
the country. . . . By his death,
this Board has lost an invalu-
able counsellor and officer; the
Academy, a most active and
devoted friend, and this town,
its most eminent citizen.,"—
Minutes of Trustees.

In 1892 the Academy became demor-

alized, for the death of Mr. Strong had wecakened the ties of personal and
Church loyalty to the Academy; a new population, to whom the traditions
of the school meant nothing, was rapidly taking the place of the old families;
while the growth of the public schools had to a large extent left no place for
the type of education which the Academy had provided for so many years.

It was evident that the character of the school must be radically changed

Dr. CornNELIUS Low WELLS
was almost the immediate suc-
i cessor of Dr. Strong as pastor
. of the Reformed Dutch Church
of Flatbush. A native of New
Brunswick, New Jersey, he
graduated, in turn, from Rut-
gers and from the Theological
Seminary. To crown his
scholastic life, his Alma Mater,
in 1878, conferred on him the
degree of Doctor of Divinity.
While at Rutgers and at the
Seminary, he studied under Dr.
Campbell, once Principal of
Erasmus Hall. Dr. Wells died
on December 12, 1904, in the

seventy-second year of his age.

if the Academy was to continue. Ac-
cordingly, courses of modern character
were laid out, trained tcachers were en-
gaged, provision was made for pupils
from the primary grade to college pre-
paratory students, and plans were formed
for extending in various directions. The
cost of such equipment, however, made
a substantial increase in the tuition fee
essential, and this proved to be the rock
on which the future of the school as a
private institution was shipwrecked.
Between the memory of the very low
tuition of the past, and the advantages
offered without cost by the public
schools, it was found impossible to col-
lect more than about twenty-five pupils,
a patronage which of course did not even

meet the running expenses—and at the end of an otherwise pleasant year, the
experiment was regretfully abandoned.

* This statement may mislead. Both Dr. Wilson and Mr. Kellogg were laymen.
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The main building was in use as a private boarding house, and, as only
day pupils appeared, the arrangement was continued, the three old-fashioned
school-rooms affording plenty of space for the small body of students. The
present office was the parlor, connecting with the dining room. All the rest
of the house was given up to private apartments, of which the Principal shared
the huge southwest corner room on the second story with a regiment of very
active rats of nocturnal habits. The focus of the Academy then as now was
the unique mantelpiece now in the Principal’s office, but at that time in Mr.
Lott’s room on the second floor; and it is still a source of regret to the former

Rev. Tuomas M. Strong, D.D.
(See p. 99.)

Principal that his many plans for securing possession of the ancient relic were
not put into effect. The old library, too, with its antique volumes, distinguished
chiefly for their utter uselessness except as historical monuments; the curious
collection of educational apparatus and scientific appliances were never failing
sources of enjoyment, though only, I fear, to the instructors. Of modern
equipment there was nothing: vet the year was full of interest to the teach-

“Nng force, and, I trust, to the pupils also, since the small classes made possible

very close relations between teacher and student and a personal interest in
individuals which the large numbers of to-day do not permit.

The contact with the past, also, in the fine old building with its splendid
setting of lawn and great trees, was not without its moral effect. Something
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of the old academic atmosphere was still there and made itself felt;—but the
Academy had served its purpose to many generations, and it was time for it
to come under the new order of things, and begin a larger though perhaps not
more important influence, than that which old Erasmus Hall had exerted on
its day and generation.
Very truly yours,
R. ArrowsMITH,
January 25, 1906. 100 Washington Square, New York.

Dr. Arrowsmith was succeeded by Miss Mary Wheeler Haw-
ley, a graduate of Van Wagenen’s Training School, New York
City, who served as Principal from March 3, 1893, to July, 1896.
o Among her teachers was Mr. Allen

Joun Z. Lotr, the present B. Doggeft, of the 'Royal .Aca(.i-
* Secretary of the Board of  €mY, Munich, who still retains his

Trustees, was born in Flatbush,  connection with the school. In

July 11, 1838. He was prepared 1893 there were one male and
, for Union College at Erasmus  three female teachers in the school.
Hall. = After completing his -y, 1895 the number of female
course at Union, in 1857, he . .
" entered the Law School of New  t€achers had increased to six. The
' York University, from which  School was in this condition when
he graduated in 1860. He is | the plan of transferring it to the

now the President of the Flat- City of Brook]yn was consum-
~ bush Trust Company. mated.

’ When Flatbush became a part
of Brooklyn, Erasmus Hall Academy was found to be almost
in the geographical center of the city. Then came the trolley cars
bringing scores of new people who were searching for homes.
The old farms were sold to stirring real estate men; they were
transformed into city lots; beautiful dwellings of a newer type
supplanted the old Dutch houses; the old town could not main-
tain her staidness. Flatbush awakened one spring to find that
she was a real live suburb of a very live city.

Dr. John L. Zabriskie, Secretary of the Board of Trustees
of Erasmus Hall, soon after the incorporation of Flatbush into
the larger city, became a member of the Brooklyn Board of Edu-
cation. The old academy was not as flourishing as it had been;
in fact, it had become little more than a boarding house and a
kindergarten. The young people of the community were search-
ing the greater city for suitable schools. Then it occurred to
several members of the Erasmus Hall Trustees that the cele-
brated school would take on new life if the public were made its
guardian.
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The subject must have been a very delicate one for the Trus-
tees to handle. The old Hall had endeared itself to every man,
woman and child in the village of Flatbush. Every member of
the old families had spent his school days within its sacred walls.
There was the accumulated sentiment of more than a century
surrounding the institution. To many the plan of turning the
school over to the unfeeling care of a cold and unsentimental
public bordered on sacrilege. The Trustees, no doubt, fully
realized just what opposition there would be to even the sugges-
tion of plans for the transfer, yet they had the courage to stand
by their convictions and to act for the good of the school. The
movement, indeed, was fostered and supported by the leading mem-
bers of the families who had always given their earnest support to
the Academy. On the 20th of June, 1895, Mr. John Z. Lott offered
to the Trustees the following resolution, which was unanimously
adopted on condition that the consent of the Consistory of the
Reformed Dutch Church of Flatbush could be obtained:

“Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Board that it is for the
interest of the Academy and of the
Twenty-ninth Ward of th
of Brooklyn that the Acade
should be placed under the
care of the Board of Edu-
cation of the City of
Brooklyn.

“Therefore, resolved,
That the Board offer the
grounds of the Academy
to the Board of LEduca-
tion of the City of
Brooklyn upon the fol-
lowing conditions, viz.:
In consideration of the
gift of the land the
Board of Education are
to erect and maintain upon
said land a High Schoc
Building of the same charac
and grade as other High Schoo
Buildings in the City of Brooklyn.” JOHN LEFFERTS
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John Z. Lott, Henry Sherrill and Dr. Homer L. Bartlett were
appointed a committee to present the matter to the Board of
Education.*

The resolution came before the City Board on July 1oth. A
committee consisting of Messrs. Weir, McNulty and Zabriskie
was created to investigate the matter. Dr. Zabriskie was soon
removed by death, and
Mr. Richard Young
was appointed to his
place on the commit-
tee. This appointment
was made November
12, 1895. Almost the
first official duty of
Mr. Young was a con-
ference with the Trus-
tees of Erasmus Hall.
He was present at a
meeting of that Board
on December 28, 189s.
It was reported by the
committee that the
Board of Education had
accepted the offer of the
Trustees. It was agreed
that the offer should in-
clude library, equip-
ment and endowment.
It was indeed a generous gift. Yet, probably, even the recipients
did not realize to the full extent the true value of the property
received, when at a meeting of the Board of Education of the
City of Brooklyn, held December 3, 1895, the following resolu-
tion was adopted:¥

“Resolved, That this Board does hereby determine and decide
to accept the gift of Erasmus Hall and grounds in the Twenty-
ninth Ward, and to establish and maintain a high school thereon
in accordance with the stipulations contained in the proposition
of the Trustees thereof, dated July 10. 1895, and the Corporation
Counsel is hereby requested to prepare the necessary papers to vest

Rev. CornELlus L. WeLLs, D.D.

* Minutes, June 20, 189s. + See Minutes of the Board of Education, 1895.
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© building

DRr. Jou~ L. Zanriskie high school.

*. Records of the Board of Fducation, City of Brooklyn, December 3, 189s.
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Only one or two more items belong to this chapter of the
history of Erasmus Hall. To make the transfer complete, the
Regents must act; so on June 28, 1897, on the unanimous request
of the Board of Education of the City of Brooklyn, the Regents
voted, “That the transfer of Erasmus Hall Academy to the city
for use as a high school be approved and that the school be con-
tinued on the University roll under the name of Erasmus Hall
High School.”* The institution thus remains a Regents’ school.

Although the prop-
erty and the trust had
been transferred to
the City of Brooklyn,
the corporation had
not ceased to exist. In
fact, there is to-day a
corporation known as
the “Trustees of Eras-
mus Hall in Kings
County, New York.”
The members of this
corporation meet at
least once a year for
the transaction of busi-
ness. The President
of this organization is
the Rev. John Mason
Ferris, D.D., who, over
eighty-one years of
age, has served in that
office since 1878. His
career has been an
active one. The Secretary is Mr. John Z. Lott, who succeeded
Dr. J. L. Zabriskie to that position in 189s.

A word from the venerable Dr. Ferris at this point may not
be unfitting. In a communication dated Bedford Avenue, Brook-
lyn, January 25, 1906, he says: .

Rev. Joun M. FFerris, D.D.

My earliest recollection of Erasmus Hall Academy goes back to about the
vear 1845, when I spent a part of a vacation with Pascal Strong, a fellow-
student in the Theological Seminary at New Brunswick, N. J., at the parson-
age of the Rev. Dr. Strong, adjoining the grounds of the Academy. After

* Extract from Regents’ Minutes.
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various introductiors on taking a seat by a
window, T saw a young Spaniard walking about
the grounds of the Academy, and expressing
surprise on seeing such a person, was told that
the Academy had students from the West
Indies, and, as I recollect now, even from
South America, and had received such pupils
for some years. In the course of the conversa-
tion mention was made of students from the
Southern States, especially from South Caro-
lina. Proof was given that even so long ago
as sixty vears or more the Academy had a re-
markable reputation in the States along the
Atlantic from New York southward.

These facts recited at various times from ADRIAN V. MARTENSE
day to day were very impressive, especially
when one learned that the village was a rural community, the houses being the
residences chiefly—almost wholly—of farmers, And the town was in a degree
secluded, for it was reached by an ordinary country road extending from the
triangle on which the City Hall now stands, to the long line of farm-houses.
Going as | did from the stage plying from the boats of the Catharine Strect
Ferry from New York, the stage ride consumed a full hour.

That was not all. Wandering about the grounds I found a funnel, almost
buried in the soil, and this was to catch the rain and convey it into a bottle
below. Inquiry brought out the fact that the Academy was keeping a weather
record for the State agricultural office in Albany.

These and other facts furnished abundant proof that Erasmus Hall
Academy, secluded as it was, was one of the leading and most useful educa-
tional centers in the State. It had no equal in Brooklyn and no superior in
the State. This high rank was maintained through rather more than half a
century.

The time came, however, when there was a Polytechnic, a Packer Institute,
and a Dr. West's School in Brooklyn. They
had attractive buildings and abundant appara-
tus, and werce almost on the line of the surface
railroad, and they drew the young people, and
Erasmus Hall suffered, and that more and
more as the years passed away. The time
came, about ten years ago, when the question
before the Trustees was, what shall we do for
the school?

The man was present who was equal to the
occasion. He said, “Give it to the city—the
grounds and the building, with the small fund
in the treasury, to make a high school of it.”
That man was John Z. Lott, Esq. His advice
was accepted.

JereM1AH Lotr The building has been enlarged, adjoining
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buildings have been occupied, a
fine stretch of land from Flat-
bush Avenue to Bedford Avenue
has Dbeen acquired, and over
two thousand scholars are under
instruction.  They come from
all parts of the city, are enthu-
siastic advocates of Erasmus Hall,
have a noble band of teachers, and
an  accomplished and devoted
Principal.

What next? Why, a college, or
university. There is land enough
and room for a university. The
building now in hand and soon
to be completed in part, will af-
ford room for the beginning of
a college or university.

The position is central. Look
at the skeleton map of the city on
the eighty-first page of the Brook-
Iyn Eagle Almanac of last year or
this year. It shows that the cen-
tral point in the city is the south Dr. HoMER L. BARTLETT
side of Prospect Park. The
Academy is only a block or two farther south. The location is accessible by
trolleys and transfers. All the street railways in Brooklyn wish to carry
people to Coney Island and therefore have a system of transfers, which will
carry passengers to the door of Erasmus Hall. The adjacent territory is
rapidly being covered with buildings. At Bergen Beach, to which our young
athletes can easily walk, arrangements can be made for aquatic sports in still
water. The grounds at Prospect Park afford ball grounds and space for foot-
ball practice. The position of Erasmus Hall is central.

JoHN MasoN FErris.

These are the words of hope and of prophecy of the latest
President of the Board of Trustees. If his view into the future
were to prove true, the last years of Erasmus Ilall may be made
more glorious than those of the period when she stood foremost
among the secondary schools of the country.

A hundred and ten years had passed between the founding of
the Hall and its transformation into a city high school. It was a
century of many changes. Flatbush had passed from the most
considerable village in Kings County to a quiet rural hamlet
obscured by the shadow of her greater neighbor, Brooklyn. After
all has been said, this village seems to have been an ideal place
for an Academy.
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Another remarkable feature of the life
of the Hall was the good fortune of the
Trustees in securing the services of cele-
brated teachers. The principals were
almost invariably men of note. They
were strong men. Indeed, among the
great men of the Reformed Dutch Church
none were greater than Dr. Livingston
and Dr. Wilson, Dr. Campbell and Dr.
Van Kleek, while the Rev. Robert Grier
Strong was fully their equal in many
respects. The influence these men exerted,
through the youth who attended the school,
left its impress upon nearly every one of
the original States. And no one in the decades ‘still to come can
calculate the extent of that influence.

The Trustees, also, were sturdy men of strong character and
steadfastness of purpose. It was an immense undertaking for
them, so soon after the close of the great struggle for freedom,
to launch such an enterprise as that of building a school. They
willingly, however, spent their time and their savings in a cause
which, they knew, would never yield a money return on the
capital invested. Year after year, decade after decade, genera-
tion after generation, they stood firmly behind the enterprise, and
the school as well as the community partook of the sturdiness of
those who had the supervision of its interests. Another example
of such unselfish faithfulness, through more than a century, to
a cause of like nature, will be difficult to)
find.

With the transfer of Erasmus Hall to
the City of Brooklyn, the Chronicles of
the Academy must end. The old institu-
tion did its work well and fulfilled its
mission to the immediate public and to
the country at large. It stands alone
among the schools of the State as a rep-
resentative of the old and of the new. It
is the outgrowth of the educational idcals
of the State; its mission was to test these
ideals from the practical point of view. It
has seen the day of the quill pen and that Joun Z. Lorr

Joun H. DitMas
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of the typewriter, the day of pounds and shillings and that of the
dollar, the day of “accomplished education” and that of manual
training, the day of “general training” and that of State militia,
the day of mixed classes and that of graded. The way has often
been a perilous one. It might have suffered wreck on imprac-
_ - , ticable fads, yet it has steered
‘ Mgs. M. S. JepsoN occupied ! safely through the maelstrom of
ﬁ;ll]‘f‘;‘gg I’é’é’é"so ‘;ggg’“f_‘{::: | educational processes to a harbor

l Mgs. JepsoN’s granddaughter, . of safety in the public school sys-
y P y
CLara CrosBy, was born on

. July 6, 1803, Both are still y.  tem: There have b.een periods of
| ing in Flatbush. :  doubt and depression, but there
/————-—-—=-—- -5 - - have been loyal hearts and per-

severing minds at the helm. The anchor has been cast and the
craft has been safely moored. It alone of the old schools has sur-
vived, and, it is believed, in its new career as a city high school,
Erasmus Hall will be a leader in rendering practical the new
ideals of the centuries to come.
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The Pew Kegime

dignity and self respect of old Erasmus Hall. In her old

age she was to lose all the perquisites of dignified vener-
abilitv. She was even in a measure to lose her caste, for from her
proud position of an aristocratic academy she was to become, at
the age of one hundred and ten, a public servant. To be sure,
reverses had come to her in her latter years, but nothing that was
incompatible with a stately sort of gentility. Certainly poverty

mHE summer of 1896 must have been a trying one for the

ErasmMus HaLL IN 1896

was almost a badge of true worth in the degenerate days that had
come upon her. Now, all was to be changed. She must deck
herself in a kind of smartness which could not conceal her infirm-
ities. She must even try in a forlorn fashion to assume a look of
youth for her new admirers. She must paint and powder; try to
heighten her charms by patches, and put on a sprightly air. Her
jewels must be burnished and reset, especially that chief pride
of hers, the famous old mantelpiece. It all seemed so entirely
opposed to her old Dutch phlegm and dignified repose.

135
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She might have been a little astonished if she had been told
that soon she was not only to endure her transformation with
equanimity but was even to glory in the mad rush of new life
that was destined to brighten her ancient walls. To be sure she
might not feel the same sort of pride that she had experienced in
the olden time, when from her portals had gone out men destined
to play a creditable and even famous part in the history of their
times. She would always remember with affection William Duer,
who became the president of Columbia College, and George
Troup, who. became the governor of Georgia. It might not be
necessary that history repeat itself in these matters, but she soon
clearly saw that it was imperative that the output of the new
school should consist of manly boys and womanly girls with a
foundation in their mental life which should make for culture.

It is pleasant to muse on those old days of the school, and peer
with interested eyes into the dim past—that old Dutch past
illumined with the uncertain mellowness of candlelight. We try
to imagine the life led within these walls, a life in its way as full
and vital as that of to-day. Vague rumors of all sorts of delightful
and romantic happenings reach our ears. It has the effect upon
us of some old song—a sweet melody faintly heard.

The career of the old school had begun just as the smoke of
the Revolutionary War rose like a curtain on an historical drama
absolutely unique. The new school started with national conditions
fixed, but still the freshness and zest of the new republic made
possible an independence along educational lines not always to
be found in older and precedent-ridden civilization.

The hazard of new fortunes upon which Erasmus Hall Academy
entered when it became Erasmus Hall High School, in Septem-
ber, 1896, was extremely interesting, not only to its old friends
but to the friends of education in New York City. Although the
school was in the geographical center of the city of New York,
many doubted whether it was wise to establish a high school any-
where save in the densely populated parts. The rapid growth of
Flatbush has proved the wisdom of the course decided upon. It
was a time of anxiety but of hopefulness undismayed to those
interested in the new school. The situation had the most alluring
possibilities but it was full of dangers and pitfalls.

From the time when the first principal of Erasmus Hall High
School was elected, in the summer of 1896, the best efforts of him-
self and the committee of the Board were put forward to get the
school ready to open on the 14th of September of that year. The
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building must be practically made over, a faculty must be selected,
and that with the greatest care, for its quality might in a way
determine the quality of the new institution. The policy of Dr.
Gunnison was a definite and in some ways an aggressive one.
He knew so clearly what he desired himself that he made others
see clearly his point of view. There were objections in certain
quarters to the idea of opening the new school as a co-educational
institution. It was urged that this could be done possibly in
smaller cities but would be inadvisable in a New York school.
Dr. Gunnison held out consistently for co-education, and the
event has seemingly proved that these objections were not well
taken.

The local committee of Erasmus Hall High School did all in
its power to make the new school a success. Its power was
always used to expedite the working of the machinery of the
school, never in any way to block it. It was the first committee
to place the nomination of teachers in the hands of the principal.
It was voted unanimously “that Dr. Gunnison be directed to
make the nomination of teachers for such vacancies or new posi-
tions as should occur, to the committee; that in so doing it should
be the policy of the committee to maintain the number of male
and female teachers as nearly equal as possible—in the interest
of the school.”

It was with feelings of some doubt as to the immediate future,
but with a steady confidence as to the ultimate destiny of the new
school, that the twelve original members of the faculty met on
that first Monday. Some pessimists went so far as to declare
that there would not be more than one pupil for each teacher.
About one hundred and fifty boys and girls actually presented
themselves—a modest number, to be sure, when compared with
the enormous increase which the school was soon to know.

There was a peculiar charm about those first days—the new
set in the frame of the old. The sense in a way of an experiment,
of liberty to work out a unique problem in an independent fashion,
the absence of too much red tape and of the numbing effect of
precedent,—all of these matters gave a zest to the undertaking.
One might not like the old building but one could not help loving
it. Situated as it was in the heart of conservative old Flatbush,
the very approach under the noble sycamores screening the
building gave an air of august age and dignity to the entire neigh-
borhood. The school itself was almost decrepit in some ways,
notwithstanding the youthful toilet it was frantically endeavoring
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to make, so that the inrush of young new blood was all the more
startling by contrast.

One cannot proceed very far in the story of the school’s rein-
carnation without finding that it becomes identified in a measure
with the story of its first principal, for all the varied resources of
a powerful personality were directed towards the success of this
new project. The career of Dr. Walter Balfour Gunnison had
peculiarly fitted him for this task. A New England man by birth,
he was graduated from St. Lawrence University, where for sev-
eral years he held the professorship of Latin. He studied and
practised law. but the subject of the education of the young
always appealed to him strongly. While principal of a large and
flourishing grammar school in Brooklyn, he was called to the
presidency of St. Lawrence University, but declined the offer.

He had accepted, in the spring of 1896, the office of Assistant
Superintendent in the School Board of New York, but resigned
this position when elected Principal of Erasmus Hall High School.
His eleven years of experience in grammar school work had pre-
pared him for this larger field of work. He has always managed
to keep in touch with the larger currents of thought, not only
educational but social and political. Ile has been president of a
number of large societies, notably the New York State Teachers’
Association, the New York Schoolmasters’ Club, and the Univer-
sity Club of Brooklyn. Though a self-made man, he did not spend
his time in worshipping his creator, as is the manner of many of
this ilk. There was always something for him to do, not simply
something for him to be. If his whole-souled devotion to the
success of the new school had not been sufficient, that, combined
with a certain magnetic gift of appealing to the enthusiasm of
Loth pupils and teachers. proved irresistible. If it were possible
to select one matter in education for which Dr. Gunnison pre-
eminently stands, when of necessity he represents so many issues,
it would be his insistence upon the recognition of the individual
and the development of personality in pupil and teacher. In a
symmetrical education, the purely mental development is only
one half of the problem; that to be sure must be encouraged with
sympathy and understanding. But aside from this, a secondary
school such as Erasmus Hall. situated in a large city, should give
opportunities for development along other lines, chiefly athletic,
social and aesthetic. From this need arose primarily the baseball
and football teams, the basketball teams. the tennis club. the



¢hronicles of Eragmus Hall High Hchool 139

hockey team, the fencing club; in the
second place, the various Greek-letter
societies and the different social events
coming in the course of the school
year; and in the third place, the literary
clubs, the art clubs, the camera club,
the orchestra, the mandolin and glee
clubs. In a large school there is to be
found of necessity a great number of
these organizations—perhaps to an out-
sider, who has heard of them super-
ficially, an astonishing number of them.
But each has its definite place in the
MEDAL FOR SCHOLARSHIP economy of the whole. If any outlives
its usefulness, it is soon discontinued.

In a sober chronicle, it may not be fitting to do more than
mention a factor which has had more to do with the smooth
progress of affairs than any other one thing. I refer to the feeling
of loyalty and affection of the pupils for their Principal, and the
feeling of sympathy in aims and of loyalty of the faculty for its
head. No one could possibly understand the history of the school
at this period without taking this element into account.

The formal transfer of Erasmus Hall and its grounds to the
city was made at a public meeting held in the Dutch Reformed
Church on the evening of October 14. 1890. This meeting was
interesting from many points of view. The affair proved an
excellent illustration of the blessedness of giving and the blessed-
ness of receiving. It appealed to many of the old families of
Flatbush who for over a century had been interested in this
school. It appealed to the city of Brooklyn and its represent-
atives because such a gift was
absolutely unique. It came at
a time when the demand for
secondary education was grow-
ing and when the exchequer of
the city found it difficult to
meet this demand. One most
vividly realized at such a meet-
ing what an important moral
force Erasmus Hall had been
for more than a century, and THuE ScHooL PIN
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the assurances of Dr. Gunnison on assuming the guidance of its
new carecer were most solemn. Especial gratitude was felt
toward the late Dr. John L. Zabriskie, for years a firm friend of
education in Brooklyn, who had conceived the idea of the transfer
of the school, and who, together with Mr. John Z. Lott, had been
active in carrying the matter through.

Mr. Richard Young, as the chairman of the Committee of
Erasmus 1lall, naturally presided and made the opening speech.
This school had no truer friend then nor later. In all the many
trying questions that arose in regard to the school, the Principal
received the warmest sympathy and support from the chairman
of the committee. No one not directly connected with the school has
shown in so many different ways so vivid an interest in its success.

In a few forceful words Mr. Young showed of what impor-
tance this gift might prove to Flatbush and to the boys and girls
who availed themselves of the opportunities this school offered.

Dr. Cornelius L. Wells, representing the Church which was so
intimately connected with Erasmus Hall in its various fortunes,
then spoke of the foundation of the school.

Dr. Homer L. Bartlett, speaking in behalf of the Trustees of
Erasmus Hall, showed what a solemn trust the last committee of
the Academy felt their office to be, and in behalf of the committec
said: ‘“The Trustees have felt and still continue to feel that the
free gift of this valuable property with all the associations con-
nected with it deserves public recognition.” He then gave an
interesting resumé of the early history of the school.

In speaking of a contract made by the authorities with a cer-
tain teacher, he said that it was stipulated that “the teacher
should not only do the usual duties appertaining to his office, but
in addition thereto should be the town clerk, sexton and grave
digger, bell ringer, fore singer, catechist and lay reader!” In
these days of specialization such an amazing combination of pur-
suits strikes one aghast. Dr. Bartlett proceeded: “Dutch only
was taught up to the time of the English occupation—Dutch and
English from then to the time of the American Revolution, and
during the time of the British occupation only English. An
Englishman by the name of Gabriel Ellison filled the part of
teacher during the American War. lle must have been a rare
character. As has already been said. nothing but English was
taught in this school during the war, and no Dutch was allowed
to be spoken during school hours. As this was at that time the
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language mostly spoken at the homes of the children, it became
a matter of great difficulty to prevent the speaking of Dutch. He
therefore devised the following ingenious method: He cast a
pewter coin about the size and shape of our silver dollar. This he
suspended with a string about the neck of the first offender. This
child was then placed as a sentinel over the rest, and if he detected
any delinquent, No. 2 wore the medal, and so on to the close of
the school, and the unhappy wight on whom it was last found
received the punishment of all. Although Dutch was prohibited
in school during the time above
mentioned, still all the services in
the church were conducted in that
language, and poor Ellison, being
an Englishman, found it exceed-
ingly difficult to intone the hymns
and psalms in the language of
Holland, especially when the min-
ister gave out Psalm cxix, with its
176 verses.”

In conclusion, speaking of the
gift, he said: “It is indeed a glo-
rious heritage, a noble trust. I
speak not of its money value, but
of its history and its work. There
it stands, a connecting link be-
tween the generations gone and
the generations to come. Almost
within its life the nation has de-
veloped from thirteen dependent
colonies to forty-five imperial
States; this county from being a
few scattered villages has grown into a mighty city—pulsating
with the throbbings of a million human hearts. What has been
the secret of this growth? Knowledge—knowledge, human and
divine. Gentlemen, we commit this object of our love to your
tender care.”

Mr. J. E. Swanstrom. the president of the Board, spoke from
the point of view of the future: *While it (the school) has hon-
orably discharged its duties and obligations within the scope of
its functions as a private agency, its noblest work, its highest
mission is vet to be performed.”

MEDAL FOR ATHLETICS



144 Chronicles of Eragsmug BHall Pigh School

After Mayor Wurster had accepted the gift in the name of the
city, Dr. Gunnison accepted the trust in these words: “Erasmus
Hall shall stand, as far as in me lies, for sound scholarship, for
general culture and refinement and for that character that shall
be self-reliant and manly. The traditions of the past shall be
cherished and shall ever be an inspiration for the future, my one
hope and abiding faith is, that the great glory of its past shall be
heightened and extended by the greater glory which the new
opportunities and greater facilities seem to place within its reach.”

The next occasion of public interest was the throwing open
for inspection of the old-new building. It was natural that those
who were interested in the old school should wish to see it in its
rehabilitation. Invitations to the number of five hundred were
issued. Many an ancient alumnus was present. At this time a
policy was instituted which has prevailed since. The school
remains open every Saturday during the school year, and from
eight to five on other days. This is done not only for the benefit
of parents and others who wish to visit the school but also for the
scholars, many of whom continue their work outside of school
hours.

The educational welfare of the pupils was found to be materi-
ally enhanced by a series of parents’ meetings, instituted about
this time.

In the first years of the school life, an urgent need of a place
where the entire school could assemble was felt. The chapel of
the Dutch Reformed Church was offered for this purpose, and for
three years the school assembled there at least once a week.
Many men came to speak to these young people who vividly
reached and interested them; at times, of course, there were
those who in the time-honored mode addressed the wondering
assembly in Johnsonian or Brobdingnagian phraseology, which
tended to conceal the trite platitudes which their authors were
trying to express. But in those old days there was some live
work done by the pupils themselves. Talent of all sorts was
exploited here—musical, rhetorical, dramatic. Exercises in honor
of famous men, such as Washington Irving, Franklin, Tennyson.
Poe, Emerson and Kipling, were prepared with care. German
and French plays were given, and a translation of the “Captives”
of Plautus was presented.

All the accessories of a full-fledged high school were soon to
be found. Colors were chosen—the Continental buff and blue;
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a pin, which was an adaptation from the famous mantelpiece in
the office, was adopted ; even yells, trained to the highest perfec-
tion in precision, pitch and volume, were to be heard at the
games; medals—gold, silver and bronze, bearing the head of
Erasmus, were struck off, to be used variously as prizes.

The following letters, as showing the points of view of teacher
and of pupil in those earlier days may be found of interest:

L
PATERsON, N. J., February 1, 1906.

MRr. EuGENE W. HARTER:

Dear Sir: The charm of old Erasmus Hall lay in its simplicity, in its
air of what is for America the remote past, and in its seclusion behind the
fine old trees. I remember the Hall during its renovation in the summer of
1896 to make ready for occupancy by us, the invading public high school
people of the city of Brooklyn; but I also remember it in earlier years, before
its discovery by the moderns, with their free education, their numerous
electives from art and science to basement shower baths, their co-educators
and co-educated, their habitual blue stationery, and their atmosphere of don’t-
seem-to-work-as-hard-as-you-really-do-work. The entire spirit of the regen-
erated Erasmus was in keeping with the traditions of the old. The pitch
was a little higher, the third of the old keynote.

There were not very many of us that first year, my only year. The
memory is not very distinct as to the exact statistics, but impressions remain
of some dozen teachers and rather less than two hundred pupils the first half
year and of a few more teachers and many more pupils the second half year.
I wondered whether the old timbers and walls would stand for them all.
Many of the teachers were women, and an uncommonly attractive set of
women they were; and, of course, as in all other co-educational high schools,
most of the pupils were girls, of whom I remember not a few to this day.
I confess not regretfully that the teachers and pupils and, be it said quietly
but firmly, the Principal had not that appearance of restraint and of con-
straint which is supposed to mark the caste of high school folk. The gen-
eral good nature was indubitably a good thing for the soul of one who had
seen other things in his time.

Many events come vividly to my mind.

One day in early spring, the janitor in solemn dignity appeared in my
room, full of boys and girls really trying to answer one of my unanswerable
history questions, and informed us all that a man, driving by, had seen a fire
in the cellar through the window and that they two had just put it out.
Considerably relieved by this discovery of what might casily have put an end
to our interesting school experiment, I took up anew the class discussion,
only to be interrupted by the same worthy who, before departing, remarked,
“I should be sorry to have the building burn down, I should miss standing
in the cellar under the floor of your room and hearing your recitations.”
Whereupon one of the students, whom I still count among my personal friends,
remarked sardonically, “And the professor’s jokes.”

10
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If I had been as old then as I am now, I should not have forwarded
that student by express to the office for further enlightenment. No, we were
not too informal. We made room for the “sclf-activity” of the pupil. There
was more practice of sound pedagogy in Erasmus Hall than in most other
high schools. Upon information, I am sure that this is as true in 1906 as it
was in 1896.

I cannot forget the details from singing classes to Saturday morning bicycle
runs, not yet out of fashion in those elder days. Everyone had a decided
disposition to take hold and to do something. Erasmus Hall was a co-opera-
tive academy of learning and teaching, a true college, a getting together.

We began in September, with a few pupils ready to do the second half
year work of the first high school year, so that, in February, we had three
half years represented. Nothing interested me more than the comments upon
the Erasmus Hall methods compared with those in other high schools and
in the grammar schools from which our pupils came. OQOur boys and girls
seemed to think that they had found a new world of freedom and of oppor-
tunity and looked upon the head of the school as a modern educational
Columbus. And yet the differences in courses and in methods were but slight
in themselves. It was the administration, the spirit of hearty good will
toward evervone that differed. The hitherto mischievous boy and the anzmic
girl, victims perhaps of too much city and of too much school in the past,
found the better air of the open country at Erasmus Hall. This is true
materially as well as figuratively. The boys could play ball and the girls
stroll around upon the grounds; and the head not merely looked on approv-
ingly but on occasion went to the bat himself. I am not certain whether he
made three bases or a home run, but I am certain that in ten years he has not
struck out yet.

I have studied and taught in so many schools and in so many different
places that a mere catalogue would fill this page; and I have visited hun-
dreds of schools, yes, I fear, a thousand. Erasmus Hall fills a very peculiar
and a very special niche in my memory. It seems like an embodied idyl. In
two hundred days, I do not recall a single unpleasant incident. And yet
it was the year of organization with many opportunities for misunderstand-
ings and disagreements. We sailed on a pleasant voyage past the Scylla of
Tyranny and the Charybdis of Anarchy, and never suspected the possibility
of the existence of either. Such was the skill of the pilot.

I would like to write of the individual teachers. The records, of course,
show who they were in that annus mirabilis. We lost one who became
a school principal in the spring. Later I disappeared. Then came acces-
sions on accessions until, I suppose, the old faculty is engulfed indis-
tinguishably in the new. Some day the old building will be swallowed up
in progress, to become a mere memory of the past. Photography and
engraving will save it from oblivion after those of us who have known its
walls, the teachers and the pupils of more than a century, have gone the way
of all flesh.

To go forward is best. To go forth out of the little rooms and from
beneath the low ceilings is a true kind of salvation, of health making. But
lest we forget, it is indeed fitting to prepare this book as a memorial. If
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buildings have their proper ghosts, [ hope that the spectral spirit of old
Erasmus Hall will in the moonlight future look benignantly upon the massive
piles of the new Hall.

Very sincerely,

WiLLiaM E. CHANCELLOR,
Superintendent of Schools, Paterson, N, J.

IIL

BRroOKLINE, Mass. ary T, .
My DeAR Mg, HARTER : ROOKLINE, Mass., February 1, 1006

As I look back to the Erasmus Hall which I knew nearly ten
vears ago, my chief impression is one of warmth and kindness in every
relation of school life. In that small school all were well acquainted. From
the moment when the new classes assembled in the study room, and the “old”
scholars made errands thither that they might sec how the “children” looked.
to the moment when the same children passed out for all time from study
room and school, there was constant, friendly exchange of interest between
pupil and pupil, teacher and taught. The conditions of our life were so
informal. We jostled the same scholar in the same narrow halls hour after
hour, recited to the same teachers, and felt that they knew us well. All our
clubs and organizations were necessarily small and intimate. [ well remember
the first meeting of the Orchestra in the little Library—three first and two
second violins and a guitar, all very much afraid of each other. I remember,
too, Dr. Gunnison's delight in our efforts, and his happiness as term by term
new members came with new instruments, and the Mandolin Club sprang up
by our side, to share with us the Chapel Exercises.

What a splendid beginning for the week those exercises were. To “pass”
to the Chapel in the crisp morning air, and to sing out loud and joyfully,
“On, Comrades Bold!” or “On to the Battle!” and, at the end, to join in the
enthusiastic “Erasmus Hall” was an excellent weapon against the Monday
blues. The recitations were interesting, sometimes even thrillingly exciting,
but I think the great charm lay in the sense of being wholly an intimate part
and parcel of the three or four or six hundred, as the term might grant (for
we grew rapidly in those years), who listened or sang together in friendly
harmony.

The actual classes were small and informal, especially for those of us who
prepared for college out of course. For us no pains were begrudged, no
planning spared. Especially I marvelled then and marvel still at the infinite
patience of her who arranged our conflicting studies and desires with con-
stant sympathy and skill. I have been in a Homer class of four, which
wandered from hall to office, to library, and to lawn as occasion offered;
in a Roman history class of five, which met in the teacher's lunch room, where
the potato-patterned oil-cloth of the tables was a never-failing refuge to a
nervous and forgetful mind; and even—best of all—in a Vergil recitation
of one, where the busy Principal gave an hour from each crowded day to one
unclassified girl, who has never forgotten his goodness.

Despite our informality, however, the work was most excellently done;
for there was no careless freedom, but rather, through training and intelli-
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gence, the closest parallel to and preparation for subsequent college work
which I believe possible in a school. Stimulated to self-dependence and seli-
trust under friendly guidance, we learned unconsciously day by day how best
to meet the intellectual and social problems of school life.

I could write almost endlessly of our days there. It is, I think, a note-
worthy thing that whatever the after years have brought to us who once
knew and loved LErasmus Hall, those memories stand out keen and clear. We
have known many happy days of home or college life, but I believe that for
most of us the peculiar charm of Erasmus Hall still abides and holds in our
hearts a place which nothing else can fill.

We {eel too that though much of this charm had its birth in the quaint
old building and the intimacy of our own limited numbers, far more lay in
the devotion of the teachers who always so willingly befriended and guided
us, and that the most of all was due to the man who was never too busy to share
in our pleasures or sorrows, and who inspired teachers and pupils alike with
his own spirit of broad-minded and unfailing kindliness. Wherefore, though
many of us, with all our joy for the school in its new building, must ever
feel a love and regret for the simpler, bygone days, we yet know that under
his hand Erasmus Hall will remain for those who are, who have been, and
who are to come, the home which his loving care has always made it.

To the children of the New Erasmus Hall High School I bear greeting
from the children of the Old. May their school days be as happy as ours.

Very sincerely yours,
THEODORA BATES,
Class of 1899.

111,

BrookLYN, NEw York, March 15, 1906.
Dear MR. HARTER:

I am pleased at the opportunity offered by you to speak of the first com-
mittee of the Erasmus Hall High School, to whose influence and direction
the new school is much indebted.

Authorized in mid-summer of 1896, the task of organizing the staff of
teachers, repairing an old building, practically abandoned. and equipping it
for the use of a modern high school, was no small task. In appointing this
committee President Swanstrom therefore placed only the most tried and
capable members of the Board of Education upon it. Mr. Richard Young, as
chairman, had all the interest of the others in the school as a city high school,
and in addition the warm personal attachment of a resident of Flatbush and
of a patron of the old school. During his entire connection with the chairman-
ship, his kindly sympathy in all connected with the institution, and his pride
in its upbuilding, was the strongest factor in its successful development. His
one demand was that its aims should be the highest possible, and his strong
personality, genial character and generous disposition were always ready in
its needs.

Mr. Henry W. Maxwell was in close sympathy with him in his work. It
would be a pleasure, did space permit, to enumerate the many thoughtful
deeds of this great and kindly man, at whose death in 1902 the whole city
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mourned. On his first visit to the school he saw that many new enterprises
were being started. Ile insisted that he be allowed to assist personally in all,
and on his return to his office sent a liberal check “as a starter.” The Prin-
cipal once wrote him of the case of a very poor young girl who was eager
for a college education but who was debarred by lack of funds. Without
waiting to write, he ‘phoned at once to send her to college, and to call upon
him as the funds were needed. Before her course was completed he passed
away, but a memorandum found among his papers caused his brother to con-
tinue the generous assistance. Professor Franklin W. Hooper, Director of the
Brooklyn Institute, gave his best energies and interest to the work, especially
to the development of its courses of study. Mr. John MacNamee, one of the
most devoted friends the educational system of the city has ever had; Dr.
George D. Hamlin, then a comparatively new member; Mr. James Weir, for
many years the head of the leading committee of the Board, and Mrs. Eliza-
beth Pettingill, were very actively interested in the new movement. All these
formed a committee which for influential standing and wide experience could
not be duplicated. They gave whole-hearted attention to the problems of
organization. No teacher was appointed until after most careful investigation
he proved to be the very best available for the place. They were jealous of
the good name and traditions of the school. Their co-operation could always
be depended upon, and when needed, generous personal contributions were
freely tendered. Erasmus Hall in its whole long history was never served
more effectively and disinterestedly by any body than by its first committee.

Mr. Young remained as chairman until within a few months prior to con-
solidation, when Mr. Edward M. Bassett as acting chairman effectively carried
on his work until the local committee system was abolished under the charter.

During all these years City Superintendent William H. Maxwell was at
the head of the school system, and from first to last always gave generously
to the support and encouragement and direction of the committee and the
school authorities. Whatever success has come to the school is largely due
to the harmonious working together of all the elements of administration and
supervision from the very beginning.

Very truly yours,
WaLTER B. GUNNISON.

And now the new school grew in numbers so rapidly that
there was serious talk of a new school building. The Board of
Education, recognizing this necessity, made an offer of awards to
architects submitting plans for a new building. Twenty plans
were received. The first prize of $600 was won by J. Graham
Slover and Henry Clay Carrel; the second of $400, by John J.
Petit and James C. Green; the third of $200, by David William
Wilson and Jacob Thinnes, Jr. Much interest was shown in the
plans of the successful competitors. No one of these plans was
eventually used, however, as none of them successfully solved a
difficult architectural problem. The Board of Education, how-
ever, found it necessary to make some provision for the rapidly
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increasing registration. It therefore added two commodious
wings to the old building. These new excrescences gave one an
impression of some modern kind of ugly pheenix which renewed
its youth from time to time. The view from the back especially
was architecturally impossible, but within the building all was
light and comfort. In this way many extra recitation rooms were
provided, as well as two large study rooms, a lecture room and
well-equipped laboratories for science, two well-lighted drawing
rooms and a commercial room. Even with this extra room it
was found impossible to keep pace with the growth of the school.
Classes were sent to the rooms of the Board of Education in Liv-
ingston Street, two were provided for in a new grammar school
at Bay Ridge. Even then it was found necessary to resort to
half-time classes in the lower grades. At one time this peculiar
condition of affairs prevailed. There were four different time
schedules in the school. One part had a session from nine to
twelve; one from ten-forty-five to four; the third from one to
four, and the upper classes had the full session of from nine to
half-past two. To the half-day classes the usual number of reci-
tations were given but no study periods. There proved to be too
many drawbacks to this system, and when the Bedford Avenue
purchase of land was made in 1902 it was discontinued. The six
cottages acquired by the purchase were fitted up into recitation
rooms, two each, which provided for some three hundred pupils.
These new plans made in appearance at least a miniature uni-
versity of the school.

Such very rapid growth entailed naturally many drawbacks,
and each term the problem put on new difficulties. The growth
of the school from less than two hundred to eighteen hundred in
three or four years was marvellous and in some ways disconcert-
ing; but it made it impossible for the system to fall into a rut
and avoided the evils of dry rot.

No one can gain an adequate conception of the school unless
he take into account the large accessory life provided by the
various societies and clubs. The question of Greek-letter soci-
eties is a vexed omne in many schools. and under some circum-
stances they may doubtless prove undesirable, but they have
proved on the whole to be successful here. In so large a school
it is impossible for any one pupil to know intimately any great
number of his mates. The pupils naturally fall or form them-
sclves into bands of those who have similar tastes, points of view
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and pursuits. It was found desirable that these should form defi-
nite organizations, each of which should be under the charge of -
a special teacher. No one is allowed to join these organizations
unless his scholarship and general standing in the school make
him in the eyes of the Principal a desirable candidate. For a
number of pupils in such as school as Erasmus Hall, the greater
part of any desirable social life is to be found in their school rela-
tions. The social instincts which in the young it is very unde-
sirable and even disastrous to try to thwart, are here naturally
developed along lines which prove valuable often not only for the
time being but in after-life. Several cases are known where the
personal interest taken in the members of these clubs by their
mates has urged them on to greater endeavor, and has made
impossible lapses which might occur when no sense of personal
sympathy is felt.

Of an influence as strong but very different are the literary
clubs. The very flower of education is the ability to write ade-
quate and intelligent English, and a very difficult art itis. It was
to develop and foster talent in this line that the Monday Club
was formed by Dr. Boughton. The essays, poems and stories of
the young authors are often crude but nearly always exhibit some
kernel of originality and talent. This club has had some interest-
ing public meetings, at which such men as Will Carleton, Charles
M. Skinner, Herbert F. Gunnison, Alexander Black and others
have spoken.

What strikes an outsider as peculiar in the economy of the
school is the degree to which the life of the school is organized.
The number of clubs and societies of various kinds is remarkable.
One might think that the spontaneous charm of school life might
be eradicated by this process but it does not prove so.

Now, in all these matters, the perspective of interest for the
casual reader is very difficult to catch. When it was decided to
prepare a history of old Erasmus Hall, some years ago, many.
queries arose about many interesting points to which no answers
could be found. If only one could have visited the old school in
the old days, and seen with his eyes the quaint methods of former
times!

It is perhaps natural to wonder what the inquirer into the
history of Erasmus Hall High School, if he were to live in the
closing days of this century, would find interesting if he visited
in astral body the school as it is to-day. If the pedagogue one
hundred years hence differs as much from the instructor of the
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early twentieth century as the latter does from the schoolmaster
of the beginning of the nineteenth, he may view many things
with a superior smile on his fin-du-XXe-siécle face, but in the
true spirit of antiquarian research he may deign to be interested
in some few matters.

We will first take him to see the class-room work, and will
watch with anxiety to catch what his impressions of our poor
primitive methods may be. Then, for variety, to the huge
play-ground to watch the tussle of the boys at football or some
exciting track events such as the hundred-yard dash. He may
conceivably prefer to watch our girls with glowing faces playing
at basketball. For it would take a bold man to undertake to fore-
shadow the state of the woman question at the end of the century.
Perhaps all important affairs, including the entire world of ath-
letics, will be exclusively in the hands of what has been mistakenly
or ironically called the weaker sex. Next he surely will be
pleased to listen to the melodic felicities of the orchestra, while
the director explains that his task is like that of Sisyphus, for no
sooner is talent developed to any considerable degree than it is
apt to take itself off, diploma in hand. \We explain how many
programs of commencements, plays, etc., have been brightened in
a musical way by this organization. If our guest prefers a pro-
gram of a more purely popular character, and may be interested
from an historical point of view in the “rag-time’” mode in music,
we will take him off to a concert of the mandolin and glee clubs,
for the severely classical is strictly tabooed in these clubs. Per-
haps in this old Dutch school he would choose to attend a meeting
of the Unter Uns. The elocution contests or the debating soci-
eties would surely interest our anachronistic guest, for probably
nothing varies so much with the passage of time as modes of
rhetorical expression. Would he like to drop into the Philately
Club, or will the subject of stamps cease to be of interest in
A. D. 2000?

Perhaps our astral visitor would be most impressed by a cer-
tain spectacle often to be seen on fine days. A sound of bells is
heard in every room in hall and cottage. At the repetition of the
signal there is seen to issue from every mouth of each building.
a line of pupils, coming out quickly, quietly and in order. In an
astonishingly short time the buildings are entirelv empty. This
constitutes what is known as a fire drill. TFortunately, no fire has
ever taken place in any portion of the buildings while the school
was in session. When the fire drill, admirable as it of course is,
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comes just at the climax of a knotty problem in algebra, or when
some experiment in physics is nearing its brilliant finish, or when
some Greek root has nearly been located in the soil of antiquity,
the aghast instructor sometimes notes a veiled twinkle of relief
in the eyes of the scholars as they rise to obey the summons of
the bell. When all the pupils are quickly assembled either before
or behind the building it is an inspiring sight to look down into
their fresh young faces. The songs of the assembled school are
quite effective coming as they do from sixteen hundred throats.
For years this has constituted the only auditorium that the whole
school had—the open campus in the open air.

At last—shall we confess it ?—with a feeling of relief we send
our guest out on one of the fascinating excursions of the Science
Club, sure that he will be thoroughly entertained and edified.

One ventures on a record of this sort with a certain feeling of
doubt and reluctance, for it is expected of him that he shall not
fall into the Scylla of enumerating in a merely judicial and non-
committal manner a mass of dry details, nor must he incur danger
from the Charybdis of any tendency to an undue enthusiasm or
a suspicion of glorification. It is all the more difficult where
enthusiasm stands for more than any other one thing in the story
of the school's progress. Indifferent neutrality in a chronicle
which aims at something more than mere statistics would be
disloyal and discordant.

It is in athletics perhaps that this enthusiasm is most graphic-
ally evident. From the first it was realized that the new school
had a great advantage in the large athletic field into which it
could set free its boys and girls. Nearly all boys come to the
high school with a normal fondness for outdoor sports. All real
sport develops a spirit of gentle-manhood and with it goes that
passion for justice and fair play which is natural to the normal
boy. In the athletic meets with other schools or with each other
the boys perceive that in a way they are making history. The
highest skill and judgment of which they are capable must be
used. They must be resourceful, sturdy and ready to play their
best, no matter what the issue. The halls of the old school are
made gay with various brightly colored banners representing
prowess in different branches of athletics. Glass cases are filled
with fair shaped silver cups, each representing some event hotly
contested.

Of course the football team is a “complicated machine of infi-
nite exactitude,” and not all boys are fitted for such sport. The
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same is the case with other “teams” of picked men. There was
danger that the benefit of athletics, that of physical development
and relaxation from mental work, might become confined to the
few. It was suggested that perhaps a scheme could be devised
whereby cwery boy, big or little, athletic or otherwise, might
become interested. This led to the institution of the “Button
Contests.” The meaning of a button signifies that the holder has
not only qualified in certain prescribed athletic tests but that he
has a very creditable average in his studies. Different degrees of
athletic and scholastic ability are rewarded by bronze, silver or
gold buttons. Each boy can choose the lines of athletics for
which he has the greatest aptitude. This contest attracts over
seventy-five per cent. of all the boys, few of whom would without
this scheme ever enter athletics or receive any of its benefits.
(See Appendix.)

The offerings of the Dramatic Society have always been

received with enthusiastic appreciation, and some very creditable
work has been done. Some of the plays which have been pre-
sented are “As You Like It"” (in part), “The Rivals" (twice), **She
Stoops to Conquer,” *“The Critic,” “David Garrick,” “Pygmalion
and Galatea,” and the “Ulysses" of Stephen Phillips (in part). An
experiment was tried in 1901, which was perhaps not without
interest as being the natural outcome of a class-room attempt to
prove to pupils that Greek, though a dead language, had once
been a very live one. A dramatization of various spirited episodes
in the Anabasis and Cyropadia was prepared and under the title
“The Treachery and Trial of Orontas” was presented by some
seventy pupils of the school. Music from the Mendelssohn set-
ting of “Antigone:” from Dr. Parry’s setting to “Agamemnon;”
the hymn to Apollo, composed in the third century B. C., were
used. and Greek dances were introduced incidentally.

In September, 1898, a large addition to the teaching force of
the Department of English made possible and practicable the full
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development of the course of study in English. While the work
for each grade was shaping, especially in composition, the feeling
became general in the department, encouraged by the enthusiastic
support of the Principal, that the work in composition for each
term should be supplemented by a theme of considerable length,
to be developed through the different stages of rough draft, out-
line and completed essay, and to be submitted in the last weeks
of the term as the result of the individual study and research of
each pupil. For the purpose of classification this theme was
given the name—Term Essay.

Group FROM THE GREEK PLAY

The general plan of the work is as follows: The essay for
each term illustrates the class-room work in composition for that
term. First grade pupils write narration; second grade, narra-
tion or description; third grade, exposition; fourth grade, argu-
ment; fifth grade, any form of composition; sixth grade, more
carefully developed expositions; and seventh grade, advanced
argument. Eighth grade (Seniors) pupils are excused from this
work, owing to the increased amount of work in composition
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required of them in preparation for their examination in English
for graduation. The length of the theme is placed at 800 words
for the first year, 1,000 words for the second, 1,200 words for the
third, and 1.400 words for the fourth. Early in the term each
pupil presents a topic for the approval of the teacher. During
the following month he collects his material and submits a rough
draft or outline, which is carefully criticised. With this cor-
rected draft he works out the completed essay and submits it as
his work in written English for credits on his third report. The
most interesting phase of the essay follows, and that which is the
great stimulus to good. conscientious work. These themes are
carefully read by the English teachers, who select the best two
in each grade and turn them over to a committee of teachers from
other departments in the school. This committee selects the best
eight. These eight themes are read by some person in no way
connected with the school, who sclects the best, the second, and
the third. In recognition of this final classification and as a
reward, Mr. Richard Young, a warm friend of the school, estab-
lished what are known as the Young Medals. A solid gold medal
for the best essay, a silver for the second, and a bronze for the
third in rank.

Another feature of this work in theme writing is the attention
given to the covers. Each pupil must submit a cover design
appropriate to the subject matter, and receives in recognition of
this work, judged in a similar way, a silver medal for the best
cover and a bronze for second best.

In the fall of 1903 a committee was organized, with Dr. Hub-
bell as chairman, to provide lectures and entertainments for the
school. Almost since the beginning of Erasmus Hall’s history as
a public high school, visitors had been frequent who talked on
topics of art, literature and science to the faculty and teachers,
and it was thought that now that the school was firmly estab-
lished in the life of the city of Brooklyn, it would be an easy
thing to persuade men and women of prominence to lecture to
the students. Since 1904 Dr. Hubbell has not been connected
with the lecture committee, but the work that he inaugurated
has been continued by an efficient committee of five, of which Mr.
O’Brien has been chairman. The entertainments and lectures
have covered a wide field and have served to stimulate the stu-
dents to better work in all departments of school work. Lectures
on literature, science, history, travel. music, and entertainments
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by the several literary and musical clubs of the school, have been
given each year, and the attendance at the lectures and entertain-
ments has averaged for each year for twenty entertainments an
aggregate of about 3,000.

It may be a matter of wonder and conjecture as to how all
this various mass of school organization is supported. The mat-
ter has been arranged in a comparatively simple and satisfactory
way by adopting a system which has since been employed under
various names by numerous other schools—that of the General
Organization. This constitutes the financial system of the school.
Membership in this organization is open to any one in the school
upon the payment of twenty-five cents each semester. The mem-
bership certificate entitles the holder to the privilege of member-
ship in any club to which he may be elected, without the payment
of further dues. Begun in the fall of 1897 with a membership of
about four hundred, it soon rose to a membership of over fifteen
hundred, the membership averaging over ninety per cent. of the
entire enrollment. Aside from its membership dues a large
amount of money is derived from the sale of tickets at games and
dramatic entertainments, the latter being given free by the Dra-
matic Society to members of the organization. Out of these
revenues it is possible to fully equip all the athletic clubs and
societies without any expense to the members of these organiza-
tions. There are at present twenty-seven sub-organizations in
the school, all receiving some support from the General Organi-
zation. This organization also acts as trustee for all moneys
raised by the school in connection with commencement, class day
and junior promenade. It is even the proud possessor of china
ware, glassware and silverware, which it furnishes to receptions,
etc., given by any of its sub-organizations.

The effect of the multiple life in this school is almost that of a
busy university. We can imagine it adopting as its motto that
saying of Bacon's, “God only and the angels may be spectators.”
The aim is to give free play and opportunity for any possible
taste and talent a boy or girl may have. Nearly every man, even
a cultured and educated man, finds some side of his nature which
is practically undeveloped. It is not uncommon to see a man
whose intellect is developed to the very highest degree so that it
is a marvellous instrument, feeling, for instance, the appeal of music
no more than the veriest savage; Huxley confesses that he lost
entirely, through intensity of concentration, the taste for poetry

11
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he once possessed. The thought in this school has been to give
an opportunity for the development of any latent taste. In these
.days of specialization such a course is especially desirable. We
have but five senses but these may be practically multiplied
indefinitely by careful training. And it is when one is young that
one walks in the gardens of life and plucks the flowers which
make a whole life fragrant. It is not merely in graveyards,
unfortunately, that one finds a “mute inglorious Milton,” but
among those who have felt the numbing influence of lost oppor-
tunities. There is infinite pathos in such might-have-beens.
Elwin wrote, *“Men seldom become masters in any department of
knowledge unless they have learnt the rudiments of it in their
youth. Taste in literature is acquired before twenty.”

The original library which had been bequeathed by Erasmus
Hall Academy to Erasmus Hall High School consisted of about
six hundred and fifty volumes. The books of science, though use-
less as information, were interesting as showing the wide strides
that science has taken within the century, and representing the
naive sort of guesses that unscientific science books made in the
old days. A copy of Johnson’s Dictionary, the Bayle Dictionary,
an old translation of Tacitus, a unique geometry with graphic
models as illustrations, a Brooklyn Directory for the year 1826,
and a weather record for the years 1826-1858, might also be
mentioned as interesting.

The library was soon increased by about 1,500 books, which
had belonged to the Flatbush School Library. Dr. Homer L.
Bartlett and Mr. John Z. Lott, trustees for the library of School
District No. 1, as they had no fund to care for these books relin-
quished them to the Board of Education, and the Board in turn
transferred them to Erasmus Hall. From funds furnished by the
Regents and by the Board numerous valuable books have been
added from time to time until now the library contains nearly
seven thousand books. Recently a number of valuable old books
have been given to the library by Dr. John M. IFerris.  Arrange-
ments are being made to house this library adequately in the new
building.

Aside from the gifts of books, other valuable gifts have been
made to the school. Mr. Richard Young has given to the school
generously in various ways and has presented it with a number
of handsome pictures, consisting principally of classical subjects;
Mr. Davis gave a large picture of the Acropolis; the faculty and
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Mr. Young have pre-
sented the school with
a copy in oil of the
famous Holbein head
of Erasmus hanging
in the Louvre; the
faculty has also given
to the school a por-
trait of Mr. Young
painted by Mr. Joseph
Boston, and a portrait
of Dr. Gunnison
painted by Mr. John
W. Alexander, A.N.A_;
Miss Mary Young
gave a fine photograph
of Dr. Thomas Arnold,
of Rugby; and Mrs.
Zabriskie gave the old
school-bell. The list
would not be complete
unless we mentioned the very generous donations of the late
Mr. Henry W. Maxwell to the school.

In the fall of 1898 a school paper, “The Erasmian,” was started
under the editorship of Mr. Willis Earle. Previous to this, space
in the “Iigh School Recorder” had been given for Erasmus Hall
news. The interest shown in these items led to the establishment
of the independent paper. It was a success from the start. Here
the busy life of the school was mirrqred. It is impossible in a
short compass to give a taste of its quality, but one or two
extracts with a touch of “local color” may be found interesting:

J. W. ALEXANDER’S PorTRAIT OF DR. GUNNISON

THE OLb ScHooL ‘BeLL
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A Freshman Catechism.

. What is your name?
. Little 1 A.
. Who gave you this name?
. Miss Turner and Dr. Gunnison on entering.
. What did they then do for you?
They gave unto me a Latin book and adjured me to study three hours
at night, come early, and never drop Latin.

Q. Dost thou not think thou art bound to believe and to do as they have
requested of thee?

A. Inasmuch as I may thereby obtain the required seventy per month, I do
so think.

>0>0>C

NooN REecess AT ErasmMus HaLL

Q. Who made you?

A. The ommipotent Senior, for his own good pleasure and infinite amuse-
ment, did create me.

Q. Rehearse the articles of thy belief.

A. I believe in the Faculty and the Assistant Principal, who doth bring
judgment alike on cutters and grinds. T believe in the Course of Study, and
the Maxwell Examinations. I believe in the General Organization, the
glorious attainments of the Football Team, the Dramatic Society, the com-
pletion of the New Building, and the Lunch Room Pie and Sandwiches.
Amen.

Q. What dost thou chiefly learn from these articles of thy belief?

A. According to rule established, the Freshman is as grass, vea verily,
as green grass, and his days are numbered by the blue report and yellow slip.

Q. What arc those commandments which thy sponsors did require of thee?

A. They arc ten in number.

1. Thou shalt on all occasions exalt Iirasmus Hall.

2. Thou shalt not sport the colors of any other prep school whatsoever.
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3. Thou shalt consider diligently the Athletic Notes in THE ERASMIAN to
thy great edification and instruction.

4. Remember the Music period and do not rough-house, or thou shalt be
sent to the Doctor, and there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

5. Honor thy teachers and obey them, that thy general average may wax
fat and flourish.

6. Thou shalt not cut.

7. Thou shalt not fail to subscribe to THE ErasMiIaN.

THE Cover oF THE ErRasMIAN

8. Thou shalt not acquire three late slips a month.

9. Thou shalt not let thyself be rushed by Fraternities.

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's desk, nor his pad, nor his pencil.
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s books, nor his frat-pin, nor anything that
is thy neighbor’s.

Q. What dost thou chiefly learn by these commandments?

A. My duty to the Faculty and to my neighbor.
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Q. What is thy duty to the Faculty?

A. That I shall at all times give heed unto their commandments when they
are on my side of the room.

Q. What is thy duty to thy neighbor?

A. That T shall not steal his pads while he is looking, nor place his over-
shoes on the transom, nor stuff his gloves with chalk.

Q. What is the chief end of man?

A. To join the Debating Society.

Q. What is the chief end of woman?

A. To join a Fraternity and be in the Yellocution Contest.

FHow do they go dotwn to Lunch at the Wall?

How do they go down to lunch at the Hall?
A rushing and surging and prancing,

And lurching and sliding and dancing,

And crowding and pushing and slamming,
And spilling and jumping and jamming,
And throwing and banging and running,
And dashing and tumbling and humming,
And laughing and shouting and chasing,
And shoving and yelling and racing,

This way they go down to lunch at the Hall

A pleasant variation from the ordinary class-room work has
been found in a modernized and modified version of the old spell-
ing bee, which has been used with success in the Latin and
Mathematics departments. Questions have been so arranged that
each could be answered briefly. These have been searching and
exhaustive, and a very considerable knowledge has often been
shown by those remaining up till the last. This exercise furnishes
an excellent example of the survival of the fittest. The class win-
ning the most points received a banner, and the one holding out
till the end, a medal. Of similar interest have been the inter-class
debates in the history department, where a most creditable
amount of knowledge and interest has been shown by the young
debaters.

A very delightful custom has been instituted of having the
alumni meet for a big informal conference, a day or two before
Christmas cach vear. DBack they troop from their colleges or
work in large numbers. The very time scems to have been well
chosen, for a holiday flavor pervades the entire affair. It is after
all largely by the alumni that a school must be judged. No mat-
ter how fair a rose bush may be, if it does not bear beautiful
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blossoms it has lived in vain. One cannot but be impressed by
the very remarkable feeling of affection shown by the alumni
towards “old Erasmus.” Such a meeting is a good thing all
around. It is good for the faculty in refreshing them with the
thought that their endeavors have borne some pleasant fruit at
least; it is good for the graduates in making it possible to renew
old friendships and to compare notes on their young impressions
of an old world; it is good for those undergraduates who are
present to hear from the college world and from that wider life
into which they are to step so soon.

To many people a teacher, whether he be found in college or
secondary school, means an anomalous being whose name is
heédged in by a bodygua;d of letters implying the acquisition of
all kinds of unnecessary and unpractical knowledge. To many
more the life of a teacher appears peculiarly dull and unexciting.
New books, new apparatus, new material in the shape of the
unique pupil—these are the events, these the stuff of which his
quiet life is made up. But who shall say that a book may not
become the most startling event in the life of a man, or that the
fresh intellect of youth may not be more stimulating than more
spectacular matters? Life for the teacher at Erasmus Hall has
not been without its compensations, though it is somewhat out of
the broad current of metropolitan life. The absence of red-tape
and of a fussy and officious interference in natural and individual
methods of teaching, tends to a hearty enthusiasm in the work.
The social life of the faculty has been enlivened and deepened
by a series of dinners held annually. These dinners have been
decidedly original in conception, and pleasant in the performance.
Each has been a progressive dinner, the aim being to promote
opportunities for sociability. The first one, with Dr. Gunnison as
toastmaster, was held at the Clarendon, December g, 1898. The
toasts carried out the conceit indicated in the title, “From our
Library Shelves.” Some of the titles were suggestive: “Looking
Backward,” “Great Expectations,” “Through One Administra-
~ tion,” “Reveries of a Bachelor” and “The Lay of the Last Min-
strel.” The second dinner was held January 206, 1900, with Mr.
J. Herbert Low as toastmaster. *“A Little Journey into the
World” was the subject for the toasts. The third dinner occurred
December 14, 1900, at the Montauk Club. The toasts formed an
“Erasmus Extra,” with Miss Anna H. Adams as managing editor,
and the motto, “All the news that’s not in print.” On January
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10, 1902, at the Midwood Club, was held the fourth annual din-
ner: subject, ““Round the Camp Fire;” officer of the day, Dr.
Charles S. Estes. An interesting episode of this dinner was the
presentation to the school by the faculty of a large oil painting of
Mr. Richard Young.

One of the most interesting dinners of the series was held at
the Hanover Club on December 15, 1902. The effect, as one en-
tered the room, of the tables lighted only with Greek lamps, was
striking. But the surprise of the evening was a series of lantern
slides, satirizing amiably the hobbies and foibles of various mem-
bers of the faculty. The toastmaster for this extremely pleasant
evening was Dr. von Nardroff.

At the same place, on Lincoln’s Birthday, February 12, 1903.
was held the sixth dinner of the series. The feature of this din-
ner was an original play or skit entitled, “A Pedagogue in Spite
of Himself; A Midwinter Night's Absurdity.” The chairman of
the committee was Mr. Harter.

The next dinner was held at the Kings County Democratic
Club, on the evening of February 25, 1905. The speaker of the
evening was Dr. James H. Canfield, of Columbia University. An
interesting feature of the evening was the presentation on behalf
of the faculty of the portrait of Dr. Gunnison, painted by Mr. John
W. Alexander. The master of ceremonies was Mr. Willis Earle.

The eighth annual dinner was held at the Assembly on Pierre-
pont Street, on February 17, 1906, under the direction of Miss
Mary H. Holmes. A burlesque “Chapel Exercise” proved very
diverting.

Not only in a social way have the teachers banded together.
They have a local Science Club; a Latin Club. which has read
Horace, Plautus, Terence, Catullus, the Younger Pliny, and
Tacitus; a Greek Club, devoting itself to Homer.

A successful combination of the social and scholastic has been
found in a series of receptions given by the different departments
to the teachers of the city interested in the various subjects. The
first meeting was given by the English department, the guest of
the evening being Mr. Edward Markham, who read several
original poems; then followed the history department, with Dr.
Truman J. Backus and Dr. J. Coleman Adams as guests of honor;
then the classical department, with Dr. Harry Thurston Peck as
guest; the mathematical department entertained as guest Pro-
fessor David Eugene Smith, of Columbia University; the science
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department, Professor Garrett P. Serviss; the department of
modern languages, Dr. Heinrich Conried, of the Irving Place
Theatre and Metropolitan Opera House; the art department,
with Mr. Frederic B. Crowninshield, President of the Municipal
Arts Society, as guest. A second reception has been held by the

English department, at which Irving Bacheller was the guest of
honor.

A department which has done much for the progress and repu-
tation of the school is the art department. Its different studies
are as distinct and individual as may be, but all add to the sum
total of the artistic impulse felt throughout the school. This
tribute printed in the “School Journal” comes from the St. Louis
Exposition: “When speaking of the boroughs of Manhattan and
the Bronx and Queens, I should have added that Erasmus Hall
High School, Brooklyn, shows the best art work of any Eastern
high school.” Not only is the chairman of the department, Mr.
Allen B. Doggett, an accomplished artist with the pencil and
brush, but with the camera also. In the first decade of the high
school, we have what might almost be styled an illustrated
biography of its life, thanks to his endeavors. While on the
subject of art, it is of interest to recall the loan of famous paint-
ings of American artists, entirely filling the two great studio
rooms, made in 1900 by Mr. William S. Hurley, a consistent and
helpful friend of the school.

Not only the pupils but the public were admitted to see these
examples of the work of such artists as George Innes, F. S.
Church, George H. McCord, Walter Shirlow and Bruce Crane.
By two of these artists, Mr. McCord and Mr. Crane, interesting
talks on art were given before the pupils during which landscapes
were painted, entirely characteristic of the artists, though painted
in a very few moments.

Rather a striking innovation for a high school in New York
City was the introduction of the system of promotion by sub-
jects, a scheme subsequently adopted by many schools of the
city. No pupil was kept back in a subject in which he had done
satisfactory work because he had failed in other subjects, unless
indeed, his average of scholarship was notably bad. This plan
necessitated a great deal of care in the preparation of programs,
as the school grew in numbers and the curriculum broadened.
Especially as the pupil neared graduation did the matter become
complicated. Much credit is due to the clear-headed and system-
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atic method of the Assistant Principal, Miss Kate E. Turner, in
the successful carrying out of this scheme.

In the list of those who have made addresses at the gradua-
tion exercises of the school are to be found such names as Theo-
dore C. Search, President of the National Association of Manu-
facturers; Dr. St. Clair McKelway; Dr. Truman J. Backus, of
the Packer Collegiate Institute; Dr. J. Coleman Adams; Martin
W. Littleton, Borough President, and Dr. George A. Hubbell, of
Berea College.

An interesting exercise took place on the front lawn of the
school on May 26, 1903. The occasion was the celebration of the
two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the charter of New York.
The program was as follows:

Song, “America” . ... . it i i e e e By the School
Address, “New York”..........oeveinnnn. Hon. Richard Young
Address, “Emerson”.........c..covviiiiinnn. Dr. Geo. A. Hubbell
Recitation, “Concord Hymn”.............. Miss Gertrude Taylor
Song, “Erasmus Hall”........................... By the School

But an occasion of much more local interest and one which
had been looked forward to for years, was the laying of the
corner-stone of the new building on January 18, 1905. At last the
promises of the city, and the hopes of the friends of the school
were fulfilled. Plans had been adopted for a series of buildings
illustrating various distinct periods of architecture, from ancient
Greek to the scholastic Gothic of the seventh century, and the
first section would soon be completed. This wing forms part of
the facade of what will be the largest preparatory institution in
the country. It will probably be ten years, however, before the
last stone is laid. It is not hard to imagine, when from some side
street in Flatbush one catches through the trees a sight of the
new tower as it raises its gray loveliness into the air, that one is
looking at one of the old buildings at Oxford or at Phelps Hall at
Yale. The first section is to contain a large assembly hall with
a seating capacity of sixteen hundred; this will be furnished with
a large pipe organ.

The following letter from the architect, Mr. C. B. Snyder. will
give an idea of the intended trcatment of the new building:

HALL OF EDUCATION,
Park Avenue and sgth Street.
Mr. E. W, Harrer: New York, March 16, 1906.

Drar Sik: There is an old saving which Folds that “Necessity is the
mother of invention,” which is mainly a short, concise way of assigning
a reason for all human development along material lines.
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It applies as well to the farmer, without the ready recourse of the store
or shop;.to the artisan and mechanic, who seeks some new or more economi-
cal method of accomplishing results; and even to the architect, who is called
upon to solve a problem along new lines.

Thus it was with the new Erasmus Hall High School.

The writer was called before the Committee on High and Training
Schools and asked if he could design a building for the school:

First—The cost of which would not exceed $300,000.

Second—That the construction thereof should not disturb the occupancy
of the present group of frame buildings at the center and rear of the
plot constituting the school; and

Third—That the design and plan should be such that this first portion
built would in itself be complete and yet a part of a scheme which,
when completed, would afford accommodations for as many pupils
as Erasmus Hall High School might at any time in the future be called
upon to receive.

The crowded condition of the mass or aggregation of frame buildings
constituting the present school, many rooms in which are unfit for school
purposes, absolutely demanded relief. But there were no buildings in the
district which could be hired and in which the students could be placed until
the new building could be constructed. Had this been possible, the result
would have been, without doubt, a high school building along lines familiar
to all. A

A careful study of the matter convinced me that after all it was a good
thing for the future school that the present one could not be disturbed,
for therein lay the suggestion for a design unique in high schools of the
country.

The block plan reproduced herein* illustrates what it is hoped can be
carried out. A quadrangle enclosed by buildings devoted to various depart-
ments of the school work.

The former residential character of the neighborhood about the school
is undergoing a rapid transformation into a business center.

This was duly recognized, but the peculiarity of the deed of gift and the
value of the plot as it lay ready for use, while a proposed change of site—
which would mean years of delay—rendered a change to another locality,
where perhaps more quiet could be secured, an impossibility unless the school
was to cease its growth and refuse for several years to come, to care for the
students who would demand admittance,

The buildings, therefore, have been designed as a screen across the end
of the quadrangle, shutting out the noise and confusion of Flatbush Avenue
traffic, the only entrance being through the large arch under the tower, which
is placed on the axis of the longer dimension of the plot.

As the old school had never had an adequate assembly hall or room,
one of the features of the first portion of the new structure was designed
to overcome this lack of a most essential utility in school life. This,
as designed, would be called a chapel were it part of a college, but
if we may not aspire to this, yet I have thought that it might be known

* See page 191I.
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as “the Hall” As such the endeavor has been to design a harmonious,
impressive room, in a style permeated with history and romance; a place
which, of all others, will stand out clearly in the loving memory of the
student in after years for his Alma Mater. Its walls, columns and arches
should bear the trophies won in athletic and scholastic contests, there to be
preserved and handed down as a part of the glorious history of the school.

It is to be regretted that the utilitarian uses to which the “Hall” must
be put compels us to close our eyes to the incongruity of the use of an
organ, fixed furniture and, above all, “opera chairs.” In all else, style and
its traditions have been closely followed.

The need of a gymnasium has been very great and can now be only
partly met by assigning for temporary use the open space beneath the Hall,
which is ultimately designed as a lunch room, it being the expectation that
a proper gymnasium building will be erected in the near future as one of the
new group, which will have its beginning in the completion of the Flatbush
Avenue front at the left of the tower and will extend on both sides of the
quadrangle or campus to Bedford Avenue.

There have been no designs made for the elevation on this avenue, but
the aim has been to have a central tower on the same axis as that on Flat-
bush Avenue, through the archway in the base of which will be afforded a
view of the “quad” with its green sward, trees, shrubs and vines,

‘What the ultimate design of the various buildings going to make up the
group may be, it is, of course, impossible to say, but in designing and planning
that portion which you now see approaching completion, I have always
intended that the whole should be a graphic illustration of the various
phases of the so-called Gothic movement, from the Round Arch to the
Flamboyant and on through its later transitorial stage. I confess that it
is a bold project, but am convinced that it is correct from all points of
view, and I hope most sincerely that the years may be but few before I shall
have the pleasure of carrying it out and of turning the buildings over com-
pleted and ready for use.

Very truly yours,
C. B. SNYDER.

On September 27, 1787, was held the first public exhibition
of Erasmus Hall, and “the scene,” says Stiles, “was graced by
the presence of the Governor of the State, several members of the
Assembly and a large concourse of prominent gentlemen of the
city.” Of fair renown also were many of the men gathered to do
honor to the old-new Erasmus Hall on this January day of 1905.
The program arranged for the out-door exercises was as follows:

SONE vt e e, “America”

Invocation ..... e, Rev. John M. Ferris, D.D.

Laying of the Corner-stone............Mr. George M. Schaedle
DoxoLocy.

Benediction ..ol ceiiie. Rev. John T. Woods
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Principal clevation on Flatbush Avenue, showing the completed tower and building to the right in the picture,
that to the left of the tower to be added when funds are available
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First the corner-stone was laid and declared “level, plumb,
square and now truly laid.” It contained:

Annual report of the Board of Education, 1902.

Directory of the Board of Education, 1904.

Manual of the Board of Education, 1904.

Minutes of the Committee on Buildings, August 15, 1904.

Minutes of the Executive Commiittee of the Board of Education, August 17,
1904.

Minutes of the Board of Education, September 12, 1904.

Minutes of the Executive Committee of the Board of Education, November
16, 1904.

Minutes of the Board of Education, November 23, 1904.

Syllabuses of Course of Study for Elementary and High Schools.

Fifth Annual Report of City Superintendent of Schools for year ending
July 31, 1903.

The Manual Training Schedule.

Report of the Superintendent of School Buildings, 1902.

Holy Bible.

United States Flag.

Medal, Erasmus Hall High School, struck in commemoration of the laying
of the corner store.

School pin, Erasmus Hall High School, and colors blue and buff.

Seal, Erasmus Hall High School, adopted in 1797.

Photograph, Erasmus Hall High School as existing in 1904.

Card of invitation issued for the ceremony of laying the corner stone of
new Erasmus Hall High School.

Copy of the school song, composed by E. W, Harter, EH.H.S.

Copy of the graduating exercises, 1904.

Three postal cards in local use, giving different views of the High School.

History compiled by Dr. Willis Boughton.

Copy of “The Erasmian,” school paper, December, 1904.

Copies of plans.

Copy current issue of *“School,”

The exercises resumed within the old building were opened
by an address by the Superintendent of Schools, William H.
Maxwell. He said in part:

“In 1882, the year in which I became connected officially with this system
of schools, there was (in Brooklyn) just one school that could by some
stretch of imagination be called a high school. The Board of Education
did not dare in 1882, twenty-two years ago, to call that school a high school—
there was so much opposition among people of the city of Brooklyn to spend-
ing any money for what is called ‘higher education’ . . . This year there
are in the high schools of Brooklyn alone 7,553 pupils. . . . This beautiful
building whose corner-stone you have laid to-day will cost before it is finished,
I suppose, anywhere from half a million to three-fourths of a million of dol-
lars. . . . Last year the cost per capita in the high schools, based on register,
for each pupil instructed in high schools was $74.16; on the average attend-
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ance, $85.00. These seem enormous sums, but they are less than half the
cost of similar instruction in the best private schools Great as is the cost,
I submit that it is very small compared with the advantages to the community
the people derive from high schools.

“In the first place, there is the material advantage—and I will put it to
the good people of Flatbush if you have not had abundant illustration of the
material advantage of having a high school established in your community.
Why, Flatbush is now probably one of the most beautiful parts of the city of
New York, and I suppose it has grown to be ten times as large as it was
before this high school came to it. High schools always attract population.
Real estate is the most important asset of Brooklyn. Anything that increases
the demand for real estate increases the wealth of the city. This high school
where we stand to-day had added enormously to the value of the property,
not only in this part of Brooklyn, but throughout all of Brooklyn. In the
second place, education increases the general intelligence of the people, and
therefore makes each brain and hand more productive. Every increase in
intelligence is an increase in wealth-producing power. In the third place,
higher education increases the power for the rational enjoyment of life, and
that power is not confined to those who have gone through the high school,
because the instruction given in the high school improves the quality of the
teachers in the elementary school, and so the blessings of the high school,
through its graduates who become teachers, through its graduates who go
out in all directions, are diffused throughout the community.

“Again, a good system of high schools is of vast civic importance. The
diffusion of high school education leads directly to independent thinking.
Independent thinking leads to independent conduct; independent conduct leads
to independent voting and to independence in the discharge of all the duties
of citizenship.

“But the most important argument for high schools remains to be stated.
Public schools are establishcd and maintained for many reasons, but chiefly
for this reason, namely, that all children, whether the children of the rich
or the children of the poor, shall have equal opportunity for success and hap-
piness, as far as education can make them equal. Tt follows that the public
school must go further, and must be as good a school as the best private
school. We belicve that our high schools are giving a secondary education
that is in no respect inferior to that given in the best private schools. Indeed.
if we may judge from the awards given to our educational exhibit at St. Louis,
and from the fact that the number of students entering our great public
institutions from high schools now far exceeds the number entering from
private schools, and from the further fact that our boys and girls have demon-
strated time and time again that they need fear no competition for prizes
and scholarships; if we may judge from thesec facts, we are well within bounds
when we say that during the last seven ycars the public high schools of New
York have assumed the leadership in sccondary education. At last we have
realized the dictum of Horace Mann: ‘The school that is not good enough
for the son of a rich man is not good enough for the son of a poor man.’

“In the year 1787, before Washington had become President of the United
States, before a single line of great poetry had ever been penned in the ter-
ritory embraced in the United States, while Sir Walter Scott was still a boy

|
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View across the court or quadrangle, showing the rear of the tower and the assembly hall or chapel, and the
general treatment of the buildings to be erected around the quadrangle .
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at school, in the same year in which Byron was born, before railroads
traversed the land or steamboats plowed the ocean, before the fires of the
French Revolution had burst forth to consume the remains of a degraded
and decadent feudalism, Erasmus Hall Academy was founded by the Dutch
citizens of Flatbush and chartered by the Regents of the University of New
York. That Academy had a glorious history, and now on this land dedicated
one hundred and eighteen years ago to the sacred cause of education, is about
to arise a more stately building with ampler halls and richer equipment, which
will have, I doubt not, a still more glorious history, a more glorious history,
because it is dedicated to the service not of the few but to the service of the
many, because it is dedicated to the cause of free public education.”

Mr. Richard Young spoke feelingly of the old school when in
its “hoary old age, its mantle fell on the free public school system
of Brooklyn.”

“I know,” he said, “there are those sitting before me to-day who look with
mixed emotions on the changes taking place. There are those who played
under the trees and took their recesses and ate their lunches there in the old
times, and every stroke of the axe meant a stroke of the heart to them. But
they realized that there was a greater thing than trees and open lands and
beautiful grounds; that there are hearts and minds to be developed and built
up, and that we are to go out into the world to do this.”

President Finley, of the City College, said in part:

“I think this is a most auspicious day, not only for this part of New York,
but for the city and for the country itself. This is a splendid thing which
democracy is doing out of her own treasures. I was asked a few weeks ago
to say one word to the Archbishop of Canterbury, as he was leaving our
shores to go out to his home, and the word that I tried to say was what
democracy is doing for the training of her own children. It is not what we
are doing out of our private purses; it is not what we are doing in the way of
charities or establishing private institutions; these are not our noblest gifts,
it seems to me; it is what democracy is doing out of her own treasures; this
is the best token of her high-mindedness, and it is the best promise of a
broadening and a heightening and ennobling of life in this democratic country
of ours. I congratulate you with all my heart this day.”

Mr. John Greene, of the Board of Education, said:

“Alone among the high schools of the city, now the Borough of Brooklyn,
the interests, the ambitions, the ideals of the high school cluster about a
name, the name of Erasmus, a name of which the people from whom he
sprang may to the remotest generations well be proud. He was the light of
the humanistic movement in Europe. He was skilled in the graces of the
writers of antiquity, and he has transmitted to the descendants a record for
scholarship, a record for the style which should be the result of scholarship,
which has given Erasmus Hall a typical place among the high schools of the
city. Other high schools since have been dignified by the addition of the
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names of great men. Erasmus Hall will always remain as the first of its
class in point of time, and it rests with you, the teachers and the Principal
and the members of the Board who take an interest in the school, to see
whether it may not retain a first place in rank,

“You are situated in the most beautiful part of the city of Brooklyn,
a part which retains more than any other the pristine characteristics of an
early population. We see here traces of the existence of men who lived two
hundred years ago or more in buildings which remain to this day. It is for
you for whom the school is especially designed to carry on the traditions of
the man whose name the school bears, and of those who have labored to carry
on his work, of the simple virtues, the high living, of the people among whom
you have been brought up, and of those who represented the best even to
them.”

Looking back over the story of the school during the past
decade, one is amazed at the variety of life and circumstance
exhibited. Of course this period is a mere point of time when
one thinks of the time when Desiderius Erasmus was selling his
clothes to buy Greek books with, or later when Eskemoppas, the
Sachem of Rockaway, claimed to be the owner of Midwout and
sold it to the Dutch burghers for a song or for something less
valuable ; or when the branching sycamores, old even in those days,
looked stolidly down upon glimpses of the battle of Long Island;
or even to the time when the rosy cheeked Dutch boys trudged
sturdily each morning to the colonial academy building. The
thought of this school for so long a time—

“Hiving wisdom with each studious year”

is a stimulating one.

Without doubt, within the last ten years this school has had
opportunities such as fall to the lot of very few educational institu-
tions. It will be for time, with its true perspective, to tell in what
degree she has lived up to them. Has she proved herself worthy
of her motto, “Fortiter ascende?” She not only had a past, dig-
nified, of good repute, with all the moral impetus furnished by its
precedents; she has, if successful, a most glorious future. In the
story of these latter years there have been some gray days among
the gold, days of storm and stress, days of discouragement, when
the hoped-for progress was not apparent. If ever Erasmus Hall
has her epic poet, he will, I think, choose to sing this ten years’
war against numerous trials and disappointments. He will not
fail, though, to sing the happier days. IFor in general, the school
seems to be fulfilling her destiny and to be coming measurably
near the expectations of her most sanguine friends.
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Carmen Daeculare

Nune dies almus benit aureague

Luce $Hol omnes homines iubabit ;

Nosg triumphali quatiamus astra
Carmine celsa.

Corde ferbenti tumidogue tempus
“3Boc cupiverunt proabi bidere;
FBunc diem festum fugientis anni
fog statuamus.

Sacculum longum, venerata Mater,

Yolbit annorum bolucrigue cursu

Pnclptae famae populi dederunt
erta decora.

it ubi patres modo bella nostri

Magna gesserunt, ubi depulerunt

ZBritones duros, patriae tyrannos,
Fortibug armis,

Parva gurrexti caput ante gentes

Ceu loco suabes violae remoto

FFloseulos toltunt ab humo fragrantis
Pere benigno.

Civitag discors erat una facta

PNuper ex multis animigque concors

$atio foedus celebrabat omnis
Pectore laeto.
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1bic Watavorum veterum biriles

FFilii voctas coluere Musas

Atque virtutem didicere pulchram
Semper amare.

Cum gravig belli quoque densa nubes

Aethera umbrabit gladiusque dirus,

Runtiug luctug, rubefecit arba
Sanguine fratrum,

Tum dolens Marti tenevog feroci

Corde demisso pueros dedisti

e labor patvum caderent piorum
€t monumentum.

Civium tandem rabies quiebit :

Mox fabri in falces gladiog cruentos

Jane curbabant hominesque agebant
Munera Pacis.

Gaudeant omnes iuvenes in urbe;

2Bic novem, Phoebi comites, sorores

Fncolent semper pretioga cultus
Bona feventes.

Pirgines adsint puerique casti
Sloviam laete mevitam sonantes ;
Debitae laudes decorent Eragmi
RNobile nomen.
Denis R. O'Brien
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Block plan, showing the scheme of buildings and grounds upon which the portion now completed is indicated
by the dark shading
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Books Consulted in the Prepavation of the Chronicles of
Erasmus WBall Academp

History oF FratBuse IN Kincs CouNTy.
By Tromas M. Strong, D.D.
AN ExcursioN 1o THE UNITED STATES oF NORTH AMERICA IN THE SUMMER
OF 1794.
By Henry WaNsEey, F.A.S.
MEeMmoirs oF THE REev. JoEN HEeNry Livingston, D.D.
By Rev. ALexanper Gunn, D.D.
TrE SociaL History oF FLATBUSH.
By GERTRUDE LEFFERTS VANDERBILT.
A History oF THE City oF BrookLYN AND KiNGs CouNnty.
By STepHEN M. OSTRANDER, M.A,
History oF County oF KINGS AND CiTY OoF BROOKLYN.
By Henry R. StiLes, A.M.,, M.D.
JourNAL oF J. BAXTER, oF FLATLANDS (IN MS. ForM).
REPorTs OF REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEw YORK.
HistoriCAL AND STATISTICAL RECORD OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF
New York.
By FrankLIN B. HouGH.
HisTorICAL SKETCH OF THE ZABRISKIE HOMESTEAD.
By P. L. Sceenck, M.D.
Recorps oF THE Boarp oF Epucation, City oF BrookLYN, DECEMBER 3, 1895.
A MaANuUAL oF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA,
By Epwarp TaNjore Corwin, D.D.
A MEeMORIAL OoF THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE FOUNDING OF
HamiLToN CoLLEGE.
FuneraL SErMONS oN THE DeAaTH oF Rev. THomAs M. Strong, D.D.
A TriBUTE To THE MEMORY OF THE LATE REV. ROBERT GRIER STRONG.
By C. L. WEeLLs, D.D.

q List of the Pregivents of the Woard of Trustees
from 1787-1896

JoHN VANDERBILT (Senator)........... from Dec. 17, 1787, to Jan. 7,1797
Jouannes E. Lotr.....covvvvnnit.. from Jan. 7, 1797, to Oct. 1, 1808
JoHN C. VANDERVEER........covonuue.. from Oct. 1, 1808, to Apr. 29,1829
JOHN LEFFERTS .......ccvvivvineennnnn. from Apr. 29, 1829, to Sept. 28, 1829
JEREMIAH LOTT ......oiiviivivennnnnn. from Sept. 28, 1829, to Oct. 12, 1861
HENRY S. DITMAS.......ovvvvennnnnn. from Oct. 12, 1861, to Oct. 12,1878
J. M. FERRIS....covviiiiiiiinennnnnans from Oct. 12, 1878, ——M —————
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A List of the Clerks of the Woard of Trustees
from 1787-1896

AQUILA GILES .......evvvivnnnnennnnnn from Dec. 17, 1787, to Apr. 3,1788
James Top (Not a Trustee)........... from Apr. 3, 1788, to May 7,1792
PETER WILSON ........c.coiivinnnnnn.. from — — —/4
THoMAS M., STRONG.......ccvevvennn.. from Apr. 29, 1829, to April 3, 1830
DAVID JOHNSON ....oviiniiiiinnnnnnnn. from Apr. 3, 1830, to Dec. 31,1836
Dr. J. B. ZABRISKIE. ... covvvninnannnn. from Dec. 31, 1836, to Apr. 4,1848
JOHN VANDERBILT......ccvvueenennnnnnn from Apr. 4, 1848, to Oct. 21,1856
DR. JoHN L. ZABRISKIE................ from Oct. 21, 1856, to Nov. 11,1895
JoHN Z. LOoTT .....iiiiiiiiiiiiiiann, from Nov. 11, 1895, —-"""r

4 List of the Treagurers of the Woard of Trustees
from 1787-1896

PETER LEFFERTS ........ccoviviieannn. from Dec. 17, 1787, to ——m8M ——
GARRETT VANDERVEER .......c.ccvvnnnn. from —— to Dec. 25,1832
SIMON CORTELYOU ............ccevvnnn from Jan. 1, 1833, to —4m8
CorNFLIUS DURYEA ...........ccovvnnn from ————— to Aug. 8,1845
DAVID JOHNSON ......cvuvvviviennnnnns from Aug. 8, 1845, to Apr. 9,1849
HENRY S. DITMAS......ovinveiiiinnt, from Apr. 9, 1849, to Dec. 14,1850
JoHN A. LoTT.......ciiiiiiiiiiiin.. from Dec. 14, 1850, to July 20,1878
ABRAHAM LoOTT ....................... from July 27, 1878, to July 13,1889
W. H, SToRY.....cciiiiiiiiiiine from July 13, 189, —mMm-——

A List of the Trustees of Erasmus Ball Academy
Chacter Members

Name. Date of Remowal and Cause.

JoHN VANDERBILT ............. 1796. Death. Noted in Minutes of
Trustees, Jan. 7, 1797.

WALTER MINTO ......ovnnnnn. Dec. 12, 1792. Seat declared vacant by
Board,

PETER LEFFERTS ............... Oct. 17, 1791. Death.

Jouannes E, Lorr............. Oct. 1, 1808. Resigned on account of age.

AQUILA GILES ................ Nov. 28, 1797. Seat declared vacant.

CORNELIUS VANDERVEER ........ Dec. 3, 1788. Resignation.

GEORGE MARTENSE ............ Dec. 31, 1835. Death.

JacoB LEFFERTS ............... Nov. 28, 1797. Seat declared vacant.

WiLLiaM B. GIFFORD........... Nov. 8, 1801. Resignation.

HENDRICK SUYDAM ............ Dec. 3, 1788. Resignation.

JouN J. VANDERBILT........... Nov. 14, 1806.

MARTINUS SCHOONMAKER ..... Oct. 27, 1808. Resignation.

PHILIP NAGLE ......c...uvn... Dec. 20, 1792. Resignation.

PeETER CORNELL........ «cvuunn. July 17, 1789. Removal from the county.
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Name. Date of Remowval and Cause.

Joun H. LIVINGSTON........... Feb. 11, 1803. Seat declared vacant.
These four members never
JaMeEs WILSON................ attended a meeting of the
SAMUEL PROVOST............... Board of Trustees. Their
JOHN MASON..vuueviennnnnn... | 7777 seats were declared vacant

COMFORT SANDS...............

in conformity to a By-Law
passed April 26, 1790.

The Woard of Trustees was a gelf-perpetuating body, and in '
guccesgion the following-named men hHabve been
members of that Woard

Name. Date of Election.
Rev. PETER LowWE.............. Dec. 17, 1787.
GARRET MARTENSE ............ Dec. 17, 1787.
PETER STRIKER ................ Nov. 19, 1788.
JouN C. VANDERVEER.......... Dec. 3, 1788.
Henprick H. SuybaMm......... Dec. 3, 1788.
LAWRENCE VOORHEES .......... July 17, 1780.
CORNELIUS BERGEN ............ Oct. 17, 1791.
REM. HEGEMAN ............... Oct. 17, 1791,
ABRAHAM DiTMAS ............ Oct. 17, 1791.
Dr. JoreNn H. VAN BEUREN..... Oct. 17, 1791
R. MARTENSE .......ccvvvennn Mar. 24, 1792.
PeETeErR WILSON ................ Dec. 8, 1792.
JoHN NAGLE ............cunn. Dec. 20, 1792.
GARRET VANDERVEER ........... Dec. 19, 1793.
LEFFERTS MARTENSE ........... Mar. 7, 1796.
SAMUEL GARRITSON ........... Nov. 28, 1797.
JoHN CORTELYOU .............. Nov. 28, 1797.
GARRET VANDERVEER ........... Dec. 13, 1790.
Joun LotT ...l Dec. 13, 1799.
ANDREW SUYDAM ............. Dec. 13, 1799.
GARRET STRYKER .............. May 2, 1800.
BATEMAN Lroyp .............. Feb. 11, 1803.
JereEMIAH LoTT ... ............ Nov. 23, 1804.
JEREMIAH VANDERBILT ........ Dec. 7, 1805.

Date of Remozwal and Cause.

June —, 1818.
Mar. 7, 1796.
May 7, 1800.
Apr. 29, 1829.
Nov. 23, 1804.
May 7, 1806.

Death.

Resignation.
Resignation.
Resignation.
Resignation,

Present at

Board Meeting for last

time,
Sept. 26, 1826,
Dec. 13, 1799.
Dec. 7, 1805.
Dec. 19, 1793.
May 18, 1812.
Dec. 14, 1804.
Dec. 13, 1799.

Death.
“Removed.”
Death.
Resignation.
Death.
Resignation.
Removed

from village.*
Refused to accept.

Dec. 13, 1799.
Dec. 7, 1805.
itation.
Dec. 25, 1832.
Advanced
Jan. 1,1842.
May o, 1818.
Dec. 5,1818.

Death.
Law of lim-

Resignation—
age.
Resignation,
Resignation.

Present at

Board Meeting for last

time.t
Nov. 20, 1815.
Oct. 12, 1861.
Apr. 22, 1837.

Death.
Death.
Resignation,

* Sold his farm at Vendue to Judge Lott. April 14, 1798, for £4,645.—BaXTER.
t June 21, 1819, Garret Stryker buried.—DBAXTER.
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Name. Date of Election.
PETER STRYKER, JR............. Dec. 7, 1805.
JoBN LEFFERTS .......ccccnn.. Jan. 20, 1807.
JouN J. DiTMAS ....iiiina... Oct. 27, 1808.
Dr. NicHOLAS SCHOONMAKER...Oct. 27, 1808.
ABRAHAM VANDERVEER ........ Dec. 11, 1811.
RicHARD Fi1sH ................ Dec. 11, 1811.
Rev. Dr. JoEN BASSETT........ Jan. 13, 1813.
GARRET L. MARTENSE.......... Dec. 22, 1813.
JoHN VANDERBILT ............. Nov. 20, 1815.
ABRAHAM LoTT ............... Jan. 11, 1817.
DRr. ADRIAN VANDERVEER....... May o9, 1818.
CorNELIUS DURYEA, JRr......... May o9, 1818.
Rev. WALTER MONTEITH....... May 18, 1819.
IsaAc CORTELYOU ............. June 1, 1820.
Rev. Dr. TuoMas M. StroNG..Dec. 21, 1822,
GEORGE MARTENSE ............ Mar. 1, 1823.
HEeNry S. DitMAS. ... .0n et Mar. 1, 1823.
MATTHEW CLARKSON .......... Mar. 1, 1823.
JouN C. BERGEN............... Sept. 26, 1826.
DAvVID JOHNSON .........c..... Apr. 11, 1829.
MICHAEL SCHOONMAKER ....... Apr. 11, 1829.
JoHN VANDERVEER, JR.......... Sept. 28, 1829.
Joun A. LotT...0ivviinnaa.... Sept. 28, 1829.
SiMoN CORTELYOU ............ Dec. 235, 1832.
JoHN DITMAS ................ June 11, 1833.
Dr. JoHN B. ZABRISKIE. ........ Dec. 31, 1835.
JouN J. VANDERBILT........... Apr. 22, 1837.
SAMUEL G. LOTT......covvuntns Dec. 25, 1841.
JoHN VANDERBILT .. .......... Dec. 25, 1841.
JounNn I, LoTT.......cvvvnnnnnnn Jan. 1, 1842.
GARRET MARTENSE... ...cuven.n Jan. 4, 1845.
JouN D. PRINCE............... Jan. 4, 184s.
RicHARD L. SCHOONMAKER..... Aug. 8, 1845.
JoHN CORTELYOU .............. Dec. 25, 1845.
JOHN LEFFERTS ..........o.... Apr. 4, 1848
JacoB V., B. MARTENSE......... Oct. 9, 1849.
JoHN SCHENCK .........cvo... Oct. 0, 1849.
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Date of Removal and Cause.

Aug. 5,1832.
Sept. 18, 1829.
Apr. 11,1829.
May o, 1818.
Dec. s5,1818.

Death.*
Death.t
Resignation.
Death.
Present at

Board Meeting for last

time,
Feb. 20, 1815.

Present at

Board Meeting for last

time,
Feb. 20, 1815.

Present at

Board Meeting for last

time,
July s5,1857.
Dec. 25, 1841.
Dec. 25, 1841.
July 5,1857.
Aug. 8, 1845.
Dec. 21,1822,
itation.
25, 1845.
12, 1861.
31, 1835.
11, 1884.
11, 1829.
8, 1870.
9, 1849.
4, 1845.
1,1863.
20, 1878.
23, 1844.
6, 1880.
4, 1848
23, 1893.
30, 1866.
20, 1877.
27, 1855.
9, 1849.
9, 1889.
10, 1877.
12, 1851.
25, 1893.

Dec.
Oct.
Dec.
Oct.
Apr.
Oct.
Oct.
Jan.
May
July
Dec.
Nov.
Apr.
July
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Feb.
Feb.
Apr.
July

Death.
Resignation.
Death.

Death.

Death.

Law of Lim-

Death.
Death.
Death,
Death.
Resignation.
Death.
Death.
Resignation.
Resignation.
Death.
Resignation.
Death.
Death.
Resignation.
Death.
Death,
Death.
Death,
Death.
Death.
Death.
Vacancy no-

ticed in Minutes.

Feb. 11,1882,
Apr. 9,1850.
accept.

* Aug. 5, 1332, died. Peter Stryker, of cholera.- BAXTER.
t Dec. 15, 1812, elected to Congress. - BAXTER.

Death.

Declined to



Chronicleg of Eragmus Hall 197

Name. Date of Election. Date of Removal and Cause.
JEroMUS J. JOHNSON........... Dec. 13, 1851. Oct. 13,1860. Resignation.
VaN Wyck CorTELYOU......... Dec. 13, 1851. Oct. 8,1870. Declared va-

cant.*
JouN L. ZABRISKIE ............ Oct. 27, 1855. Nov. 13,1895. Death,
JoHN F. MARTENSE............ Mar. 3, 1860. Apr. 11,1863 Death.
ABRAHAM LOTT ........c.uvun. Mar. 3, 1860. June 13,1889. Death.
JAMEs L. LEFFERTS............ Oct. 13, 1860. Oct. 8,1864. Resignation.
JOHN OAKEY ............cuuen Oct. 12, 1861. Dec. 23,1873.
ABRAHAM I. DITMAS........... Oct. 12, 1861. Apr. 15,1894. Death.
Rev. C. L. WELLS............./ Apr. 11, 1863. Dec. 12,1904. Death.
JacoB P. VANDERVEER.......... May 1, 1863.
HeENrRY LyLES, JR..eovvennnnnn. Oct. 8, 1864. Apr. 12,1893. Resignation.
Tueo, B. Lorr.......oovvenant Oct. 30, 1866.
Dr. HoMER L. BARTLETT........ Oct. 8, 1870. Feb. 3,1905. Death.
Rev. Joun M. FErris.......... Oct. 8, 1870.
Joun Z. LoTT.. .. tiiiiinn... Oct. 12, 1878.
LioNeL A. WILBUR............. Oct. 12, 1878. Oct. 11,1884. Death,
LEFFERTS VANDERBILT ......... Oct. 12, 1878. July 25,1893. Resignation,
Joun H, DitMAS.............. Oct. 12, 1878.
WiLLiaM H. StorY............ June 11, 1881,
ADRIAN V. MARTENSE......... Feb. 11, 1882, Jan. —, 1808, Death.
Jounx A. LorT, JR.\tivvnnn... Oct. 11, 1884. Apr. 12,1893. Resignation.
ROBERT LEFFERTS .............. Oct. 11, 1884.
Rev. JErReMiAH Lorr ZaBriskiE.Feb. 9, 1889.
FREEMAN CLARKSON .......... Feb. o9, 1889.
I N. Forp......0vvvivinnnnnn. July 25, 1893.
H. N. SHERRILL............... July 25, 1893. Dec. 29, 1900. Death.
L. T. GERMAN................. July 2s, 1893.
WILLIAM SCHWARZWALDER ....Apr. 12, 1893.
Joun D. PRINCE............... Apr. 12, 1893.
JouN B. ZABRISKIE, JR......... Sept. 20, 1896.
JereMIAH LoTT ...l Sept. 20, 1896.

Teachers of Erasmug Wall HAcadempt

REV. JOHN HENRY LIVINGSTON, D.D,, Principal.......... 1787—1792
See pp. 37-52.

James Top, Classical Department...........oovvvuiiinineiennnnes 1788—1792
Secretary of the Board of Trustees.

James Turner, English Department............c.oooiiiiin, 1788—

BRANDT SCHUYLER LUPTINS. ..ottt iiiiiiinans 1788

JOHN GIBSON . .0vvvnriennnenneeeueretesenseennennnsennieenans 1789—1791

EDWARD SHEPARD . .0tvtttretnarereennenaanacosennsnsceesssnaans 1789—1790

* Never took his seat. 3
t It is not possible to make this list complete. The dates are drawn largely from the
Minutes of the Board of Trustees. 3 N .
T t Mentioned by first Regents’ Visiting Committee, but not in the Minutes of the
rustees.
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JOHN TERHUNE ottt ittt ittt it e e iieiiennenns 1790—1791
ALBert O’BLENIss, Classical Department......................... 1791—1806
Queen’s (Rutgers) College.
MICHAEL SCHOONMAKER .. .uvttteninnneeeennnrnneseeannnneeeenns 1791—1805
ALEXANDER McDoNaLp, French.............. ..o, 1792—
JONES it e 1792—
PETER WILSON, Principal.......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 1792—18035
See pp. 52-61.
PETER LaBAGH, French................. ... ... ..., 1792 (Dec. 5)—1794
Joun SmitH, French and English..................... 1793 (Feb. 2-Nov. 30)
Henry Avairp bE HeuscH, French........... 1793 (Dec. 19)—1795 (Sept. 8)
Lecortg, French..................... 1795 (Nov. 30)—1797 (May 27)
NicHorAs DoLLETT, French................... 1797 (Nov. 27)—1798 (Dec. 8)
PeteR VAN PELT...... .. i 1797 (May 23)—
BAIRD ..o e e 1708—1799 (April 4)
JosuuA GENET, French..................... 1798 (Dec. 8)—1799 (March 23)
SAMUEL HARRIS, Assistant............ccooietiiiininnnns 1799 (June 22)—
HucH MiLLer, English Department........... 1799 (Dec. 13)—1800 (May 2)
REV. PETER LOWE, Principal..............c.ciiiiiiin... 1805—1818
See pp. 61-63.
RICHARD FISH.........ooiiii i, 1805 (March 16)—1806 (May 1)
JOHN WYCKOFF . oevtitiiieiiiieiiiiiainnnnanansnn. 1805 (Dec. 7)—
EvAN BEYNON....oviiiiiii it 1806 (May 10)—1808 (Jan. 2)
Joas G. Cooper, Classical Department.......... 1806 (Nov. 8)—1808( Jan. 2)
Editor of Cooper’s Virgil.
VALENTINE DErry, Classical Department..... 1808 (Feb. 11)—1809 (Sept. 11)
JoHN BRANNON............ ..., 1809 (Jan. 19)—1810 (April 10)
GRAY ot tiiii ettt e, —1809 (July 7)

RicuarRp WHYTE THoMPsoN, Classical Department,
1809 (Sept. 15)—1814 (Dec. 23)

WILLIAM STEWARD. ..........ciiiievninn. 1810 (Aug. 8)—i1810 (Aug. 21)
Epwarp Cassipy, English Department........ 1810 (Aug. 21)—i1811 (Jan. 17)
JoHN VAN CLEEF. ...ttt iiiiiiiiiiinnnns 1811 (Feb. 1)—1811 (July 1)
AVA NEIL. ...ttt 1811 (March 11)—1813 (Sept. 15)
NicHOLAS MORRIS .........oviiviiviiinnnn. 1813 (Oct. 9)—1814 (May 16)
ADRIAN HEGEMAN. .......... .. . iiiinn, 1814 (May 23)—1823 (May 1)
WiLLiaM THAYER, Classical Department................ 1814 (Dec. 23)—

WiLLiaM Ironsines, Classical Department....1815 (Aug. 19)—1816 (May 1)
Columbia College.

ANDREW CRraig, Classical Department......... 1817 (Jan. 11)—1819 (June 19)
S, H. MEEKER. ottt ettt eies eetei ettt iiieeeaannens 1817—1820
E. LA JURNELLE ..t tuttttttititeteaaneeaieeeineaaneannaenneas 1817—1818
JAMES RUSSELL . ... i it e 1818—1820
Louis J. MICHARD. ...ttt ittt ittt iiiieeannanenans 1818 —1820
CHARLES F. AL CANDA. .ottt e et eieeaieens 1818—1820
JOSEPH PENNEY, Principal.............. 1819 (Aug. 28)—1821 (Aug. 14)

See p. 63.
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REV. TIMOTHY CLOWES, Principal........ 1821 (Aug. 29—1823 (May 1)
WM, J. CLOWES, ASSIStant.......couiveenuneenneeenneennnenneenns 1821—1822
JONATHAN W. KELLOGG, Principal..........cooevivnnninnn. 1823—1834
See pp. 65-74.
JonaTHAN B. KippEr, A.B, Science.........ccovviiiieenininnn... 1823—1829
Maria JonNEes, Female Department..........................o..n. 1823—1829
THEeopORE MoReLL, French and Spanish........................... 1823—1834
Joun Frey, English Assistant (Male)...............ccoiiiinienn 1824—1825
WiLriaM ALrceo, English Assistant (Male)..............covvnnn. 1825—1832
HANNAH C. KELLOGG. .. v\ et tiitiiiieiitienneetanteenannnnneanns 1827—1830
EL1ZA GEIB, MUsSiC....oviiiiiiii ittt it eeeiie e inannneann 1827—1830
WiLLiam H. CampBeLL, Classical Assistant..........coeenennnn... 18290—1831
See pp. 70-71.
JuLia DE Forest, Female Department............c.coiveeevnnnnn. 1820—1830
PHiLoMELA RoLro, Teacher of Music..........ooovviieiia..s. 1829—1830
Mgrs. W. W. MaLtBY, Female Department..... i e, 1830—1831
Miss E. GILLINGHAM, MUSIC.....ovvuenirnntintinnineniennennenns 1830—
Isaac GREERr, Classical Assistant.............coiiiieiiininennns 1831—1832
ALMIRA MEAcH, English Branches. ....................coou.. .. 1831—1833
JULIA GILLINGHAM . .iitiiiiiiiniieenetneeereeeeeeneenenennnnns 1832—1833
JonaTHAN W, THOMPSON, Classical Assistant..................... 1832—1833
Joun I. PrenTISs, English Assistant................ccoevvvinnn. 1833—
AmiGaiL Rupp, Female Department.............ovviiiiiiiinnnn... 1833—
Louisa M. ELy, Assistant in Female Department................. 1833—
WENGATE, Supply Teacher..............cociiiiiiiiiint, 1833—
REV. WILLIAM H. CAMPBELL, Principal.................... 1834—1839
See pp. 74-84.
Joun W. THompsoN, Classical Department.................ce.nn. 1834—1835
ANNA F. Vosg, Female Department..............ccvvviiinnnn... 1834—1835
C. B. RaymonD, Junior Teacher........c.cviiiiiiiiiniiiinnnn... 1834—1835
Joun McALriN, Classics and Mathematics...............coveenn 1835—
JouN SKELLIE, English..... ..ottt it inneaens 1835
P. MourQuUINE, Teacher of French..............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, 1835
A. U. HAYTER, Music (Piano)........c.oviiiiiiiriieninennnenns 1835—1836
ABNER JoNES, Music (Vocal) ......coviiiiiiiiii it iiiiiineeenannas 1835
WILLIAM JAMES STEPHENS. .. .....uteriiieereerstnrerennnasocannnes 1835
MARK HOPKINS BEECHER. ........ ittt iiiiinnrnnnennnnnnnas 1836—1840
See pp. 77-78.
LAaura McELwiN, Female Department................coiinne. 1836—1839
JacoB GILLET, Junior Teacher...........ciiiiiiiiiinininnnnnnns 1836—1838
Salary $500.
V. M. Huwsurt, Music (Vocal)......ooiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 1836
AMBROSE LEET, Junior Teacher...............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiat, 1837—1838
Belfast College, Ireland.
Micaaer W. ErBex, Music (Piano)..............c.ccooiiiiin.. 1837—1838
REV. JOSEPH PENNEY, D.D, Principal...................... 1839—1841

See pp. 84-86.
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JeroMus A, Davenport, Department of English................... 1840—1841
University of the City of New York,

SarAH PARkER, Female Department.........cccvvininnennnnnnn.. 1840—1841

WILLIS M. ROWEL. .ottt ittt it ittt ia i teeeneraranenaanns 1840

MR HOUSE .+ttt iiiiiit e eiiaee et etaneneaneneeneaannnas 1840

JAMES FERGUSON, Principal.......ccouviiiieniinniniannnnnns 1841—1843
See p. 86.

ANDREW FERGUSON 1.ttt it ittt ieie it iiinncnnns 1841
A.B., Rutgers College.

CORNELIUS STOOTHOFF .« utatenueensinreneorensonsessensessnsencennans 1841
A.B.,, Union College.

AvucustA INGHAM, Female Department........ovvevieininnninieenaennns 1841
Academy of Wilkes-Barre.

ROBERT S. WRIGHT ... ttiiitiiiiiiiiieinennneenneenaseannsnnnen 1842—1843

ASFN N SR 5 ¢ 5 5 1 - 1842—1843

REV. RICHARD D. VAN KLEEK, D.D,, Principal............. 1843—1860
See pp. 89-97.

JaMes D. Morris, French, Mathematics, English.................. 1843—
Hounslow School, England; taught two years in Paris.

MARGARET ObpELL, Female Department..........coveveieenneennnen 1843—

EDWARD FOOTE ...ttt ittt i e i eaenaeanenes 1845—

CORNELIA €, MITCHELL. .. .tutieiinannrnarenennennsanansoneannnns 1845—

DEe Wirt Noonkey, French, Mathematics, English.................. 1845—1846
University of the City of New York (Junior).

GRACE S. Javcox, Female Department........ocvueiieeninnnaannns 1845—1847
Miss Seeley’s Boarding School, New Haven, Conn.

JAMES R. LEUTE.....vivevieiieieiinrnneneeneenerneennenennns.. 1846—1847
Rutgers College, Class of '42.

THEODORE MoORELL, JR., French........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn, 1846—1851

Si61sMOND LazAr, Music (Piano)..........ccoviiviiiiinnnnecnnn 1846—1848

WirLiaM C. WEBSTER, Music (Vocal) .....o.vvnvinnniiiennianann, —1848

JuLiA ANNA ScHAFFER, Female Department..............ccouttn 1847—1848

Moravian Seminary, Bethlehem, Pa.
Starr’s Boarding School, New York.
Centre College, Danville, Ky.
FanNy VAN KLeek, Elementary Branches.................c.oo.0. 1847—1854
Albany Female Academy.
Erasmus Hall Academy.

Harrier O. PurnaM, English, Female Department................ 1848—1849
Mt. Holyoke Seminary (two years).

THoMAs Monk, Painting and Drawing...............ccoivenenn. 1848—1849

JoserH Proctor, English. . ..ot iiiiinees 1849—1851

A.M., Union College.

Harvard College (Junior).
HeNry FARRINGTON, English..........oviiiiiiiiiiii i, 1851—1852
Mary VAN KLEek, Primary Department............cc0vvvennnnnn. 1851—
Henry WELLS, Music (Vocal) .....oviiiiiiiii it i 1851—1853
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Isaac BriGes, English.......ooviiiiiiii i, 1852—
State Normal School.

Horace WickHAM, English...... ... ..ot 1853—1855

EL1ZABETH VAN KLEEK....0vuiitiiiitt i iiienieiinrenennennes 1853—

THoMAs Leg, English Department (Male).......ovvvvnivnnnenen.. 1855—

I. LoweNDAHL, French and German...........cooiiiviivnnnennnnn. 1857—

RicHArRD LAWRENCE VAN KLEEK, Assistant...............cc0uuue. 1850—

TraoMAas C. StroNG,* Classical teacher.........coivvieninnniinnnn 1859—

GEORGE W. BACON,* English........ciieiiiiiiiiiiiiineieeennnen. 1859—

Rev. I. L. McNar,* English and Classics...o..ooviivviiniennnnnnn. 1850—

J. M. Hacer, Music (Vocal)....oviiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiineennnnnn 1850—

VirGINIA VAN KLeek, Music (Vocal and Piano).................. 1850—

REV. WILLIAM W. HOWARD, Principal..............ccuv.n. 1860—1863
See pp. 97-98.

ErskINE Howarp, Preparatory Department....................... 1860—
Western Military Academy, Kentucky.

ABBIE SEXTON, Female Department...........ccovvviiiiinnnnnnnns 1860—
State Normal School.

SERENA M, HESKETT, MUsiC....ovuttiitriinieninniirnnnneeinens 1860—

Miss M. CunNINGHAM, Female Department..................... 1860—

REV. ELI T. MACK, Principal......cvviteeneeireerenneennnnnns 1863—1874
See pp. 99-104.

B 6§ 30T P 1864—

ELizaBerH Mack, Primary Department..........c.covvvviinnennnn. 1866—1873

MR, PIERRE ..\ttt iiiiiiiit ittt eenaiienterienneeennnnnns 1869—

HEeLen Mack, French Department...........ccovviiiiiiiiininnn.. 1869—

G, M. BAKLER....ittiittteitttnneeintetentaennseenerennsennnnn 1869—

MR, GORDON . .tttititinttninerentenieeeaeeannesanesenneeennnen 1860—

B R W 2 § () 3 - PPN 1868—

JARED HASBROUCK, Principal........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiennnnns 1874—1879
See pp. 103-104.

REV. ROBERT GRIER STRONG, Principal.................... 1879—1892

See pp. 104-118.
LAURA W, COGGERS. .t vttt tveinnnnneneeeesassesennnnseeenannns 1880—
Oswego State Normal and Training School.

SarAH E. Sencwick, English Branches............cooiiviiinnnnen 1879—1892
Poughkeepsie Collegiate Institute.

S. M. MoreL, Latin, Greek, and French........................... 1879—1887

S. M. MoreL, French alone........ccovviiiiiiiininiinnnneneinnas 1887—1892

EstHER G, LEGGETT, Preparatory Department..........cvvuvvnnnens 1883—

JosePHINE PARTRIDGE, Primary Department............ccevvennnn. 1883—
Oswego State Normal and Training School,

GerTRUDE HaviLaNnD, Kindergarten.........ooiiviiiiinieeennnnnn, 1883—

Madam Kraus-Boelté’s Kindergarten Training School.

* For Strong, Bacon and McNair our authority is Mr. Peter I. Neefus.
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Mgs. L. W. Cotron, Elocution.........covviiieiiiiiiiiiiienn, 1883—1884

REev. C. H. SCHWARZBACH, Germam........ccviiiiveeennnnnnnenans 1883—1884
Bloomfield Theological School.

WiLLIAM OSTERMAYER, Music.........oiiiniiiiiiiiinnennnnes 1883—1892

BerRTHA CONNELL, Music......coovviiniiiiiiii e 1883—1885

BertHA CoNNELL, Music and German................covvvvnnennn. 1886—1888
Packer Collegiate Institute.

Carrie E. SMiTH, Preparatory Department....................... 1884—
Oswego State Normal and Training School.

Mrs. M. DuvaL ALLEN, Painting and Drawing.................... 1884—1889
South Kensington Art School, London.

Louis C. MoLLENHAUER, Music (Violin)................oovnuit. 1884—1892

MapaM PFEIFFER, German.........oouieiiieninieeiveennnneneenns 1885—

JEANNETTE WALKER, Primary Department........................ 1885—1886
Oswego State Normal and Training School,

Harrier E. LymaN, Preparatory Department..............coovievnnnn 1886
New York Normal College.

DeWirr V. D. ReiLey, Latin and Greek...............covvviennn, 1887—1802
Rutgers College.

SArRAH B. StrONG, Preparatory Department....................... 1887—1892
Wells College.

ANTOINETTE C. RoGERs, Primary Department...................... 1887—
Oswego State Normal and Training School.

Mary W. Hawrey, Kindergarten...............coooviiiinn.... 1887—1892
Van Wagenen’s Kindergartner Training School.

Karte C. Ross, Primary Department........................ 1888 (until June)

OLive J. LypaL, Primary Department.............c.oonue. 1888 (after June)
Oswego State Normal and Training School,

MapaM MANN DE RUCHANT, French. ..., 1889

GRACE O. ForNACHON, Primary Department...............cooinin... 1889
Oswego State Normal and Training School.

ARCHIBALD CUTHBERTSON, Calisthenics.............coiiiiiiiiininnnnn., 1889
Toronto University, Canada.

I. S. PresTON, Penmanship........coooiiiiiiii i 1889

SARAH L. DUNNING, Music (Vocal) ...ttt 1889

DR. R. ARROWSMITH, Principal...........ccoiiiiiiiinnann.. 1892—1893
Sec pp. 118-121.

Frora E. Pikg, Mathematics and History..............ccvevnn... 1892—1893
Vassar College.

Carrie E. Rey~norps, Geography and Latin....................... 1892—1893
Fredonia State Normal School.

SartLie B. FreeMAN, Primary Department..................c...... 1892—1893

New Jersey State Normal School.

MARY WHEELER HAWLEY, Principal............ 1893 (March 3)—1896
Van Wagenen's Training School.
ALLEN B. DOGGETT, Aft. .iiuttiitiii ittt ciii i 1895—

Royal Academy, Munich.
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Memberg of the Local Committee of Erasmus Wall
Bigh School, 1896-1901

HAMLIN, GEORGE D..... ... i 1896—1899
HoopPer, FRANKLIN W . ... ... ittt 1896—1899
MaxweLr, HENRY Wo o 1896—1899
MCNAMEE, JOHN ..ttt ittt renieeeeeaanennans 1896—1899
PerteNGiLL, EMMA Fo oo 1896—1898
WEIR, JAMES ..ttt ittt iet e ettt ienaieeannns 1896—1898
YOUNG, RICHARD ..ottt ittt eie i ieiianeeanannnns 1896—1901
FisHER, GEORGE H. ... ... i e 1898—1899
SULLIVAN, ANDREW . L.t iie i 1898—1901
BAMBERGER, IRA LEO ... ... oot 1899—1901
Bassert, EDWARD M. ... .o e 1899—1901
HuUNT, JosePH H. ... i i e 1899—1901
NosTRAND, GEORGE E. ... ... . e 1899—1901
PowkeLL, JoHN K. ... e e 1899—1901
THOMPSON, JOHN R. ... e 1809—1900
WILLIAMS, JOHN Jo oot i i et e iee e 1899—1900
McIrroy, JoHN ....... N et ettt e ettt et e 1900—190I

The Faculty of Erasmus Wall Wigh Hchool

(The names in cach department are arranged in order of appointment.)

WaLter B. Gun~NisoN - - - - Principal
A.B, St. Lawrence Um\erslty, 187;,, A‘\I 1878; Ph.D, 1895; Pro-
fessor of the Latin Language and L:terature, St. Lawrence University,
1875-1885; Principal of Public School No. 19, Brooklyn, 1885-1896;
Principal of Erasmus Hall High School, 1896-

KatE E. TUrRNER - - - - - - Assistant Principal
Brooklyn Training School; »\B »\delphl College, 1903; Head of
Department, Public School No. 19, 1895-1897; Teacher, Erasmus Hall
High School, January, 1897-April, 1898; Assistant Principal, April,
1808-

DEPARTMENT OF ART.

ALLEN B. DocGeETT - - - - - - Chairman of Decpartment
Student, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Mass., Cowles Art School,
Zepho Art Club, 1877-1887; Student Koehler Art School, Munich,
1887; Student Royal Academy of Fine Arts, Munich, Anatomy Lec-
tures, University of Munich, 1887-1890; Student of Anatomy (dissec-
tion), Long Island College, 1894; Art Department, Forbes Litho. Mfg.
Co., Boston, 1877-83; In charge of Department, 1885-87; In charge of
Art Department, Crump Lithograph Co., Montclair, N. J., 1883-85; Art
Department of Harper & Bros.,, New York, 1892-95; Trip to Holland
in search of material for the illustration of book, “Hans Brinker,” for
Chas. Scribner’s Sons, 1895; General illustration work; Teacher of
Art, Erasmus Hall Academy, Miss Hawley's School. Flatbush, Mrs.
Perkins' School, FFlatbush, 18035-96; Teacher of Art, Erasmus Hall
High School, Sept.. 1800-
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Josepn Mavo TiILDEN.
B.S., Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 1895; Mass. State Normal
School, 1897; M.A. New York University, 1g06; Assistant in Chem-
istry, Harvard University, 1895-1897; Supervisor of Art Study, Public
Schools, Higham, Mass., 1897-1898; Teacher of Art, Erasmus Hall
High School, 1898-

PeArRL FRANCEs Ponb.
Diploma, Mass. Normal Art School, 1892; Director of Drawing, Hamp-
ton Institute, Va., 1892-1894; Diploma, Pratt Institute, 1898; Teacher
of Art, Erasmus Hall High School, Sept., 1898-

MaNTON ELWELL MERCHANT.
Diploma, Mass. Normal Art School, 1896; Teacher, Gloucester High
School, 1896-1901; Teacher of Art, Erasmus Hall High School, 1901-

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT.

WARREN L. STARKEY - - - - - - - Head of Department
Coleman Business College; Head Teacher, Commercial Branches, Pat-
erson, N. J., High School, 1891-1897; Head Teacher, Commercial
Department, Erasmus Hall High School, 1897-

GEorGE C. RAYNOR,

Graduate, State Normal College, Albany, 1888; Graduate, Zanerian Art
College, Columbus, Ohio, 1893; Course in Albany Business College,
1896; Principal, Graded School, Shelter Island, N. Y., 1888-1889;
Teacher of Commercial Branches, State Normal School, Millersville,
Pa.,, 1890-1893; Instructor in Polytechnic Institute, Brooklyn, 1894-
1898; Teacher of Commercial Branches, Erasmus Hall High School,
1898-
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH.

ORrLANDO EATON FERRY.
A.B.,, Hamilton College, 1895; A.M., 1898; A.M, New York Uni-
versity, 1902; Teacher, Polytechnic Institute, Brooklyn, 1895-1896;
Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High School, 1896-

ABIGAIL EL1zA LEONARD,
Randolph Normal School, 1875; First Assistant, Johnson Normal
School, 1875-1878; First Assistant, Woodstock High School, 1878-188r;
First Assistant, Castleton Normal School, 1881-1891; Teacher, Girls’
High School, Brooklyn, 1891-1896; Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall
High School, 1896-

CLARA A. HARrT.
Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High School, Sept., 1896-Sept., 1897.

GRrACE A. Burt
Graduate, Emerson College of Oratory, Boston, 1895; Student, New
York University, Summer Course, 1903; Martha’s Vineyard, Summer
Course; Teacher in private schools, New York, Brooklyn, Jersey City,
Newark, Newburgh; Public Reader, and Lecturer for the City of New
York, on Shakespearian Plays; Author of “The Art of Expression”;
Teacher of Elocution, Erasmus Hall High School, February, 1898-
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ALsert FraNcis Buck.
A.B., Amherst College, 1890; A.M., Harvard University, 1892; Stu-
dent in Germany, 1892-93; Instructor in Philosophy, Union College,
1896-97; Instructor in Philosophy, University of Chicago, 1897-98;
Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1898-Jan-
uary, 1904.

WiLLis EARLE.
A.B., Dartmouth College, 1889; A.M., 1892; Teacher of English, Wor-
cester, Mass., Academy, 1889-1890; Norwalk, Conn., School, 1890-1893;
St. Paul’s School, Garden City, L. 1., 1893-1808; Erasmus Hall High
School, 1898-; Chairman, Department of English, Erasmus Hall High
School, 1898-1900.

SABRA MAUDE MOORE,
A.B., Wellesley College, 1898; Student, Columbia University, 1902,
1903; Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High School, 1898-

FLoreNCE M. ScoviLL.
B.L., Smith College, 1893; Graduate Student, Yale University, 1893,
1804; Teacher of English, Montpelier, Vermont, 1894-1895; Westfield,
N. J., 1895-1897; Traveling in Europe, 1897-1898; Teacher of English,
Erasmus Hall High School, 1898- .

GEORGE MORRIS STROUT.
A.B., Boston University, 1878; Ph.D., 1880; Principal, High School,
Nahant, Mass., Chicopee, Mass., Athol, Mass., Cohoes, N. Y.; Teacher
of English, Erasmus Hall High School, 1898-

WiLLis BouGHTON.
A.B., University of Michigan, 1881; A.M., Dickinson College, 1891;
Ph.D.,, Ohio University, 1900; Higher Diploma, Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1902; Teacher in Cincinnati Grammar Schools,
1888; in Technical School, Cincinnati, 1889; Professor of History and
Literature, Ohio University, 1889-1891; Lecturer on English, University
of Pennsylvania, 1891-1892; Professor of English, Ohio University,
1892-1899; Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High School, 1899-;
Chairman Department of English, Erasmus Hall High School, 1900-
1903.

GEORGE A. HUBBELL.
Ph.D., Columbia University; Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High
School, February, 1899-1904; Vice-President Berea College, 1904-

MiLprep I. McNEAL.
Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High School, October, 1899-Septem-
ber, 1903. Married Mr. Peter Sweeney, 1903.

ApeLADE C. HoFFMAN,
Teacher of English and Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High School, 1901-
1903. Married Mr. W. T .Marvin, April 14, 1903.

Rowena K. KEYEs.
Mount Holyoke College; Teacher of Mathematics and English, Eras-
mus Hall High School, March 1, 1903-1904; Transferred to Girls’ High
School, 1904.
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PrestoN CoOKE FFARRAR - - - - - - Head of Department
A.B., Washington and Jefferson College, 1891; A. M., Columbia Uni-
versity, 19o4; Teacher of English and Latin, Allegheny, Pa., High
School, 1891-1896; Head of Latin Department, 1893-1896; Head of
English Department, 1896-1900; Graduate Student, Columbia Uni-
versity, 1900-1903; Teacher of English, DeWitt Clinton High School,
New York City, February, 19o1-September, 1903; Chairman English
Department, 1902-1903; Head of English Department, Erasmus Hall
High School, September, 1903-

SARAH PHOEBE FOSTER.
A.B,, Wellesley College, 1898; Assistant to Head of Modern Language
Department, D. C. Heath & Co., Boston, 1898-1902; Secretary to Kin-
dergarten Department, Pratt Institute, 1902-1903; Teacher of English
and Secretary to the Principal, Erasmus ITall High School, September,
1903-

FreDERICK WiLLIAM MEMMOTT.
A.B.,, Williams College, 1895; A.M.,, 1900; Vice-Principal of Drury
High School, North Adams, Mass., 1895-1903; Tecacher of English,
Erasmus Hall High School, 1903-

Lucy Burxs.
A.B, Vassar College, 1902; Graduate Student, Yale University, 1902-
1903; Teacher of English, Erasmus Hall High School, February, 1904~

‘DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY.

WiLLiay £, CHANCELLOR.
Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1896-Sep-
tember, 1897.

GeorGE Epwarp Bovxton - - - - - - - Head of Department
Student at Rochester University, 1884-1886; Principal of Victor Union
School, 1880-1890; A.B., Johns Hopkins University, 1892; Graduate
Student, Ibid., 1893 and 1895; Graduate Student, Cornell University,
1894; Instructor in Sociology, Women's College of Baltimore, 1892;
Head of Department of English, Utica Free Academy, 1893-1897; Head
of Department of History, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1897-

Lavra EUNICE SPRAGUE.
Ph.B., University of Michigan, 1891; Teacher of Mathematics, High
School, South Bend, Ind., 1891-1892; Teacher of History and English,
State Normal School, Buffalo, N. Y., 1892-1897; Teacher of History
and English, Erasmus Hall High School, 1897-

J. HerBerT Low.
A.B,, Ambherst College, 1890; A.M. 1896; Instructor in Latin and
History, Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, 1890-1893: Student in Berlin,
Paris, London, 1893-1897; Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High
School, 1897-
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FraNces G. DAVENPORT,
Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1898-Sep-
tember, 190I1.

Jen~iE MELVENE Davis.

Potsdam State Normal and Training School, 1891; Special Work,
Teachers College, 1894; Harvard Summer School, 1897; Assistant
Principal, School No. 17, Potsdam, 1885-1890; Teacher of History,
East Orange, N. J., High School, 1891-1898; Lecturer, New York State
Teachers' Institutes, 1898-1899; Lecturer, New York State Summer
Institutes, 1898, 1905; Lecturer on History, New York City Public
Lecture Course, 1895-1906; Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High
School, February, 1899-; Member American Historical Association.

GERTRUDE J. NELSON.
Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High School, February, 1go1-Sep-
tember, 1901. Married Mr. Clifford R. Burt, 1901.

JExny C. WartTs,
Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High School, February, 19o1-Sep-
tember, 1901,

LorLaBer Housk.
A.B., University of Nashville, 1893; A.M., University of Chicago. 1898;
Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania, 1901; Fellow in American History,
University of Pennsylvania, 1899-1901; Instructor in English, Waco
High School, Waco, Texas, 1898-1899; Teacher of History, Erasmus
Hall High School, September, 1901-

CaroLINE T. MITCHELL.
Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1901-1902;
Instructor, Smith College, 1902-1903. Married Mr. Geo. W. Bacon,
June, 1904.

ANTOINETTE LAWRENCE.
Ph.B., Cornell University, 1891; A.M., 1895; Teacher, Private School,
New York City, 1891-1894; Graduate Student, Cornell University, 1894-
1895; Teacher, Private School, Geneva, 1895-1806; Ibid., Pittsburg,
1896-1898; Assistant Principal, Sewickley, Pa., 1898-1900; Teacher in
Yonkers, N. Y., 1900-1902; Teacher of History, Erasmus Hall High
School, February, 1902-

DEPARTMENT OF LATIN AND GREEK.

EvceNe WeNDELL HAkTER - - - - - - Head of Department
B.A, Yale University, 1888; M.A,, 181; Teacher at “Viewland,”
Peekskill, 1888-1889; Head of Department of Latin and Greek, New-
burgh Free Academy, 1889-1896; Teacher in Dr. Sachs’ School for
Boys, January, 1896-June, 1806; Head of Department of Latin and
Greek, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1896-
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SusaN PerkiINs PEeaBoby.
A.B., Smith College, 1882; Teacher, High School, Vinton, Iowa, 1883-
1891; St. Cloud Normal School, Minnesota, 1891-1893; Graduate Stu-
dent, Cornell University, 1893-1894; Teacher, Girls’ High School,
Brooklyn, 1894-1896; Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School,
September, 1896-

CAROLINE G. BROMBACHER.
A.B, Barnard College, 1895; Fellow in Greek, Bryn Mawr College,
1896-1897; Teacher of Mathematics and Greek, Erasmus Hall High
School, September, 1897-February, 1906.

Denis R. O'Brien.
A.B, St. Francis Xavier, 1896; Teacher in Grammar Schools, New
York City, 1897-1898; Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School,
September, 1898-

SiDNEY GRAUB STACEY.

A.B,, Bowdoin College, 1889; Fellow in Latin, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, 1891; Acting Professor of Latin, Iowa College, 1894; Ph.D., Uni-
versity of Munich; Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School,
February, 1898-

JEsseE WILLIS JEFFERIS.
Boston University; Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School, Sep-
tember, 1898-June, 1900.

WiLLIAM MAHLON STRONG.
A.B, Colgate University, 1894; Instructor in Greek and Latin, Rutgers
College Preparatory School, 1894-1806; Student, Hamilton Theological
Seminary, 1896-1897; Pd.B., New York State Normal College, 1898;
Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1898-

NATHALIE LucE Vipaub.
Oswego State Normal School, 1881; Teacher, Greenpoint, N. Y., High
School, 1881; School for Girls, New York, 1881-1885; School for Girls,
Brooklyn, 1885-1892; Yonkers, N. Y., High School, 1892-1898; Teacher
of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1898-

JorN WiLLram BockEs.
A.B., Williams College, 1896; L.L.B., St. Lawrence University, 1902;
Teacher, Bridgeport, Conn., 1806-1897; Westerleigh, Staten Island,
1897-1899; Tecacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School, 1899-

WALTER Scort HARLEY.
A.B., Bucknell University, 1887; A.M,, 1890; Graduate Student, Uni-
versity of Chicago, 1892-1894; Instructor in Latin and Mathematics,
South Jersey Institute, 1888-1892; Teacher of Latin, Boys’ High School,
Reading, Pa., 1894-1899; Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall, High School,
February, 1899-

Freperick D. SHERMAN.
A.B., University of Michigan; Ph.D., University of Leipzig, 1897;
Teacher, Bay City, Mich,, High School; Oshkosh, Wis, Normal
School; Lecturer on Education, Teachers College, Columbia University,
1897-1899; Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School, September,
1899-April, 1903.
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CHARLES SUMNER ESTES.
A.B., Colby University, 1884; A.M., 1897; Ph.D., Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, 1895; Associate Principal, Ricker Institute, Maine, 1884-1891;
Acting Principal, 1895-1896; Professor of Latin and Lecturer in His-
tory, Furman University, 1896-1898; Principal, Cook Academy, New
York, 1809-1900; Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School, Sep-
tember, 1900-

CHARLEs Epwarp Dixon. .
A.B., DePauw University, 1888; A.M. 18g1; Instructor in Latin,
DePauw University, 1886-1891; Professor of Latin, Olivet College,
1891-1895; Student in American School for Classical Studies in Rome,
1895-1896; Student of Latin MSS. in European Libraries, 1897; Fel-
low in Latin, University of Chicago, and Instructor in Schools (Lewis
Institute, and South Side Academy) allied with the University, 1897-
19o1; Teacher of Latin and Greek, Erasmus Hall High School, 1901-

WiLLiaM FrRANK TIBBETTS.
A.B., Bates College, 1888; Ph.D., University of Chicago, 19o1; Teacher
of Latin and Greek, High School, Pawtucket, R. 1., 1889-1890; Profes-
sor of Latin, Hillsdale College, Mich., 1890-1895; Instructor in Latin®
and Greek, Kenwood Institute, Chicago, 1896-1900; Teacher of Latin,
Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1901-

MARY FOSTER VOLENTINE.
B.A,, Adelphi College, 1905; Teacher, Adelphi Academy, 1898-1902;
Teacher of Latin, Erasmus Hall High School, February, 1902-

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS.

ARTHUR C. PERRrY.
Teacher of Mathematics and Science, Erasmus Hall High School, Sep-
tember, 1896-June, 1897. )

GEORGE MoRRis, .
B.S., Rutgers College, 1889; Instructor in Rutgers College Preparatory
School; Instructor in Science, Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute; Har-
mony School; Principal of Public School at Oceanic, N. J., 1804-1806;
Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1897-
1904; Chairman of Department, 1899-1904.

JANE Hupson DunuaM STONE.
East Greenwich Academy; Teacher in Public Schools of Rhode
Island and New Jersey; Albany Boys’ Academy; Episcopal Diocesan
School for Young Ladies, Nevada; Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus
Hall High School, April, 1808-

KarueriNE 1. HorcGpon,
A.B,, Boston University, 1893; Teacher, High School, Portland, Conn.,
1803-1804; Teacher of Mathematics and German, Wellesley, Mass.,
High School, 1894-1897; Graduate Student, Goéttingen, 1897-1808;
Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1898-

14
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Louis L. Hoorer.
Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1898-
May, 1900; Head Master, Washington School for Boys.

Frank DexTer EbGELL.
A.B, Amherst College, 1893; Teacher, Siglar's School, 1893-1895;
Blair Hall, 1895-1899; Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High
School, February, 1899-

MARY MATILDA STONE.
A B, Barnard College, 1896; Teacher in Elementary Schools, Brook-
lyn, 1898-1899; Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High School,
February, 1899-

ALBert Epwarp King - - - - - Chairman of Dcpartment
A.B, Harvard University, 1897; A.M, 1898; Graduate Student, Colum-
bia University, 1899-1905; Instructor in Seal’s School, Plainfield, N. J.,
1808-1899; Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High School, Sep-
tember, 1899-

WiLLiAM REUBEN LASHER.
Ph.B., St. Lawrence University, 1899; Teacher of Mathematics, Eras-

. mus Hall High School, September, 1899-

WaLTer D. MapEs.
A.B., Williams College, 1886; Teacher of Mathematics and Elocution,
Gambier, Ohio, 1886-1887; Williams College, 1887-1888; Instructor in
Mathematics, West Higih School, Cleveland, Ohio, 1888-1889; Instruc-
tor in Mathematics, Latin and Greek, Brooks’ Military Academy,
Cleveland, Ohio, 1839-1890; Head of Department of Mathematics,
University School, Cleveland, Ohio, 1890-1895; Instructor in Math-
ematics, Central High School, Cleveland, 1897-1898; Teacher of Math-
ematics, Erasmus ITall High School, May, 1900-; Died, July, 1901.
ALICE GERTRUDE BRICKELMAIER,
B.S.,, Cornell University, 1899; A.M. Columbia University, 1900;
Teacher, Randolph-Cooley School, Plaintield, N. J., 1900-1901; Teacher
of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 19oi-
GEORGE IFAY WILDER.
A.B,, St. Lawrence University, 1897; Teacher of Mathematics and
Science, Rutland, Vermont, English and Classical Institute, 1897-1899;
Teacher of Science, Ogdensburg Academy, N. Y., 1899-1901; Erasmus
Hall High School, Teacher of Mathematics, Scptember, 1901-
Epmitn NicHoLs PUTNEY.
A.B., Smith College, 1899; Teacher of Mathematics, Erasmus Hall
High School, February, 1904-

DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LLANGUAGES.

Juria BarcLay DENNIs,
Dayton Normal College, 1892; Trenton State Model School, 1893-1896;
Law Department, New York University, 1903; Teacher of German,
Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1896-
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May K. VAN BENSCHOTEN.
Teacher of German and French, Erasmus Hall High School, September,
1896-April, 1898. Married Mr. John S. Griggs, April, 1898.

Mary HEerpert HoLMES - - - Chairman of German Department
S.B,, Wellesley, 1894; A.M., 1898; Teacher, Woodward Institute,
Quincy, Mass., 1893-1808; Teacher of German, Erasmus Hall High
School, February, 1898-

ANNA Howarp AbpaMs - - - Chairman of Frcench Department
Ph.B., University of Michigan, 1890; Teacher in High School, Hough-
ton, Mich.; High School, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Washburn College,
Topeka, Kansas; Hillhouse High School, New Haven, Conn.; Teacher
of French, Erasmus Hall High School, April, 1898-

ELizasetH W. EaToN. )
University of Michigan; Teacher, Colorado College; Portland, Ore.;
Teacher of German, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1898-Sep-
tember, 1902.

HerMAN MoONTAGUE DONNER.
International Institute, Zurich, 1883; Teacher in Private Schools in
New York, 1894-1808; Teacher of French and German, Erasmus Hall
High School, February, 1899-June, 1900.

Mary E. Youne.

: Graduate of the University of Michigan, 1898; Teacher, Ypsilanti High
School; Studied in Europe; Teacher of German, Erasmus Hall High
School, September, 1899-September, 1901; Leave of Absence, Sep-
tember, 1901-September, 1902; Professor of Modern Languages, St.
Lawrence University, 1902-1904. Married Mr. F. H. DeGrout, August
17, 1904.

BEATRICE SHAW.
B.A., Vassar College, 1897; Graduate Scholar in Modern Languages,
Vassar, 1897-1898; Teacher, Lyndon Hall, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 1898-
1900; Teacher of French, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1900-

HEeLeN LubpLow PERKINS.
A.B., Adelphi College, 1898; Teacher of German, Erasmus Hall High
School, September, 1901-

WALTER A. WIGHT.
A.B,, Harvard University, 1899; Instructor, Polytechnic Preparatory
School, Brooklyn, 1899-1901; Teacher of I'rench, Erasmus Hall High
School, September, 1901-

EL1zABETH MARY WHITE.
Sorbonne, Paris, 1884; Franke Stiftung, Halle, 1885; Privat-Docent,
Berlin, 1836; A.M., Bates College, 1900; Dipléme Supérieur, Al. Fr.,
Paris, 1903; Teacher of French and German, Murdock School, Win-
chendon, Mass., 1887-1804; English High School, Worcester, Mass.,
1894-1902; Teacher of French, Erasmus Hall High School, September.
1902-
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MINNIE ESTELLA SPARKS.
B.L., Smith College, 1893; Teacher, IlHolyoke, Mass., High School, 1894-
1897; Student, University of Leipzig, 1898-1899; Teacher, Rome, N. Y.,
High School, 1899-1903; Teacher of German, Erasmus Hall High
School, September, 1903-

DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE.

GRACE A. VAN EVEREN.
Teacher of Science, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1896- Octo-
ber, 1898. Married Mr. Bradley Stoughton, January 4, 1899; Died,
January 16, 1905.

Sara E. FauNce.
Teacher of Science, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1897-June,
1900. Married Mr. O. E. Ferry, December, 190o0.

ERrRNEST ROBERT VON NARDROFF - - - - Head of Department
E.M., Columbia University, 1886; Honorary Fellow in Mathematics,
Columbia University, 1888-1891; D.Sc., St. Lawrence University, 1903;
Assistant in Physics and Chemistry, Brooklyn Central Grammar School,
1881-1882; Teacher of Physics and Chemistry, Brooklyn Heights Semi-
nary, 1882-1887; Teacher of Physics and Chemistry, Model School,
Boston, 1887-1888; Lecturer on Physical Science, Brooklyn Evening
High Schools, 1888-1899; Instructor in Physics, Barnard College, 1891-
1897; -Head of Department of Science, Erasmus Hall High School, Sep-
tember, 1897-; Member, New York Physics Club, New York Academy
of Science; Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of
Science; Member, American Physical Society.

LAURA BROWNELL.
A.B., Vassar, 1895; Teacher of Science, Erasmus Hall High School,
February, 1898-February, 1900. Married Mr. Chas. E. Woodbridge,
1900.

Frank L. BRYANT.
B.S., St. Lawrence University, 1891; Principal, Public Schools, Orange
County, N. Y, 1891-1893; Cornell University, 1893 and 1895; Teacher
of Science, Stamford, Conn.,, High School, 1893-1898; Teacher of
Physics and Physiography, Erasmus Hall High School, September,
1898-; President Earth-Science Section, New York State Science
Teachers’ Association, 1900,

Freperick WoLcorr HUNTINGTON.
E.M., Columbia University, 1885; Teacher of Physics, Erasmus Hall
High School, September, 18¢8-

BrLancHE L. NeepnaM.

A.B,, Radcliffe College, 1893; A.M., 1896; Teacher, Bloomfield, N. J.;
Teacl.ler, Erasmus Hall 1ligh School, September, 1898-June, 1900.
Married Mr. C. H. Bissell, September 24, 190I.
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RicHARD ELLSWORTH CALL.

Cazenovia Seminary, 1875; A.B., Indiana University; A.M., 1891;
M.S., Iowa Agricultural College, 1892; M.D., Louisville, Ky.; Ph.D,
Ohio University, 1896; Teacher, Stonington, Conn., 1877-1879; Super-
intendent of Schools, David City, Neb., 1879-1881; Geological Survey,
1881-1882; Principal, Moline, Ill, High School, 1882-1884; Instructor,
University of Missouri, 1884; Teacher, Des Moines, Iowa, High School
(five years) ; Louisville, Ky., High School; Superintendent of Schools,
Lawrenceburg, Ind., 1896-1898; Teacher of Science, Erasmus Hall High
School, 1898-1900.

MARGARET AuGUSTA DOOLITTLE.
A.B,, Vassar College, 1893; M.D., Boston University School of Medi-
cine, 1898; Hospital work and graduate study, Philadelphia, August
1898-January, 1899; Teacher of Science, Erasmus Hall High School,
February, 1899~

WiLLiaM JEroME HANcoCK.
B.S., University of Maine, 1888; M.S., 1892; Graduate Student, Uni-
versity of Maine, 1890; Professor of Chemistry, Antioch College, 18g0-
1892, and 1893-1899; Teacher of Science, Starkey Seminary, 1892-1893;
Student, Harvard College, 1804-1895; Teacher of Chemistry, Erasmus
Hall High School, September, 1899-

R. WEesLEY BURNHAM.
A.B., Amherst College, 1895; Science Department, High School, Glou-
cester, Mass., 1895-1899; Teacher of Science, Erasmus Hall High
School, November, 1899-

FRANK JoHN ARNOLD.
A.B., St. Lawrence University, 1896; A.M., 1900; Teacher of Latin,
Adams Collegiate Institute, 1895; Principal of Matteawan, N. Y., High
School, 1897; Teacher of Science, Medina, N. Y., High School, 1898-
1899; Teacher of Physics, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1900-

JeNNIE W. GEER.
B.S., Cornell University; Teacher of Science, High School, Plymouth,
Mass., 1892-1894; High School, Gardner, Mass.,, 1898-1900; Teacher
of Biology, Erasmus Hall High School, IFebruary, 1900-

BEN MURRAY JAQUISH.
B.S., Cornell University, 1893; Instructor, The Chicago Academy, 1893-
1896; Instructor, College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York City,
1806-1898; Dr. J. Sachs’ School for Girls, New York City, 1898-1900;
Teacher of Chemistry, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1900-

MageL AGNEs YOUNG.
B.A,, University of Cincinnati, 1889; Graduate Student, Radcliffe Col-
lege, 1804-1895; Teacher in Tileston Normal School, 1890-1891; High
School, Millbury, Mass., 1891-1894; High School, Springficld, Mass.,
1895-1900; Teacher of Biology, Erasmus Hall High School, September,
1900-



.4 Chronicles of Eragmug Pall

CarrotTa J. MAURY.
Teacher of Science, Erasmus Hall High School, February, 1901-Sep-
tember, 190I.

Lewis CALEB WILLIAMS,
A.B., Kenyon College, 1892; A.M., 1899; Instructor in Natural Science,
Kenyon Military Academy, 1892-1896; Cheltenham Military Academy,
1890-1900; Teacher of Physics, Erasmus Hall High School, February,

1901-

MarioN RayMonD Brown.
A.B., Wells College, 1808; A.M., Columbia University, 19o1; Instructor
in Science and History, Union School, Fishkill, N. Y. 1898-1900;
Teacher of Biology, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1901-1904,
and 1906-

FRANK ApisoN RExFoRD.
Brockport Normal School, 1900; B.S.,, New York University, 1905;
Teacher, Bay Shore High School, 1900-1901; Teacher of Science,
Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1901-

EsTELLA MAY VEDDER.
B.S., Cornell University, 1892; Teacher, St. Johnsville High School;
Cascadilla School, Ithaca, N. Y.; Yonkers High School; Teacher of
Biology, Erasmus Hall High School, September, 1902-

MUSIC.

JoserH AMBROSE CAMPBELL.
A.B,, St. IFrancis Xavier College, 1886; Teacher of Music in Public
Schools of Brooklyn, 1886-1902; Erasmus Hall High School, 1902-

LIBRARY.

Mary AureLia KINGSBURY.
Graduate of Pratt Institute Library School, 1899; Assistant Cataloguer,
Library, University of Pennsylvania, 1899; Cataloguer, Library, Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers, New York City, 1899-1900; Librarian
of Erasmus Hall High School, June, r1goo-

Prizes for Athletics

Athletics have been a branch in which, of a nccessity, but few could be
directly interested. Eleven men only, constitute a football team; nine, a base-
ball tcam; and in track and field events, there being no substantial recognition
for effort of others than winners, the “good athletes” train harder, while the
less meritorious ones drop out, discouraged. The benefit of athletics, that of
physical development and relaxation from mental work, has thus become con-
fined to the few rather than to the many.
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To obviate this difficulty it was suggested that perhaps a scheme could be
devised whereby ezery boy, big or little, athlete or otherwise, might become
interested. Such a scheme must insure that every competitor receive some
recognition; or better, some insignia of his ability. Another condition lay
in the scholastic merit of the contestant. In order that the “school” should
recognize his athletic ability in the form of a prize, he must have a merito-
rious standing in his lessons as well.

The solution of this double problem has been accomplished, and its result
is the present “BurtoN CoNTEST” of Erasmus Hall, held every term.

Four designs for buttons have been adopted, popularly known as the Fresh-
man, second year, third year, and Senior buttons. The wearing of a button
signifies that the holder has not only “qualified” in certain prescribed athletic
tests, but that he also has an average of at least 70 per cent. in his studies.

Different degrees of athletic and scholastic ability are rewarded by bronze,
silver, and gold buttons. The silver and gold buttons thus signify that the
wearer is either a much better athlete or a better student, or both, than the
wearer of a bronze button.

The system used is, briefly, as follows: Six athletic events are prescribed,
arranged in three groups, together with a minimum credit.

Group 1.—

Sixty yard dash, minimum credit, 8 seconds.
Two hundred and twenty yard run, minimum credit, 32 seconds.

Group II.—

High jump, minimum credit, 3 feet 3 inches.
Broad jump, minimum credit, 12 feet.

Group II1.—

Chinning or pull-up, minimum credit, 3 times.
Twelve-pound shot put, minimum credit, 20 feet.

The contestant chooses one event from each group, and in his trial the
above minimums each credit him with 15 points. Should his record be just
the minimum in his three chosen events, his total athletic ability would be 45
points. Should his record be better than the above, he is credited accordingly
from a carefully computed table of credits. Thus his athletic standing is
determined.

Should the contestant get an average of 70 per cent. in his studies (which
is the minimum scholarship), his total athletic and scholastic ability is 45
points. But if his report shows an average of 80 per cent., all over the min-
imum, 70, or in this case, 10, is added to the athletic record, making now a
total of 55 points to his credit. In awarding the prizes, 45 points win a bronze
button, 65 points win a silver button, and 100 points win a gold button.

In this way, with an easy athletic minimum, it is possible for almost any
bhoy by some practice to get a bronze prize, if his school work is satisfactory.
The contests are held early in the term with the idea of stimulating good work
in the class room, so that the button, which is only half assured in the field,
may become a real award when the first report is announced.

The pupil of high scholastic ability has by this method an opportunity of
winning the silver or the gold prize, equal to that of the excellent athlete. In
fact, in the last contests, October, 1903, the two highest totals, each of which
won a gold button, were 123 and 119 points. The 123 boy was an excellent
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student, with an average of 96.4 per cent., and hardly an ordinary athlete; the
119 boy was an excellent athlete, and a student of but 74 per cent. average.

The results accomplished are: First, a prize is won by all who really try,
hence, reward for effort; sccond, the good student and the good athlete are
on a par as to chance; third, boys are led to study in order to insure the but-
ton; fourth, the plan attracts over scventy-five per cent. of all our boys, a
number which by no ordinary means would ever enter athletics or receive any
of their benefits.

Crack Records

Ezent. Record. Date. Holder.
100 yards dash, Senior..... 10 3-5 sec. May 14,1903. Nobert Hegeman.
100 yards dash, Junior..... 10 3-5 sec. May 13,19035. George McNulty.
220 yards run, Senior...... 23 4-5 scc. May 17,1905. E. J. O'Connor.
220 yards run, Junior...... 23 4-5 sec. May 13,1905. George McNulty.
490yardsrun.............. 52 3-5 sec. June 4,1904. E. J. O'Connor.
Half-mile run ............. 2 min. 6 sec. May 27,1904. E. J. O'Connor. |
Milerun ................. 4 min. 52 sec. May 14,1003. Nobert Hegeman. s
Running high jump........ 5 ft. 4 in. May 27,1903. C. J. Tafel.
Running broad jump....... 22 ft. 3 in. May 21,1900. H. O. Tafel.
Pole vault ................ 9 ft. g in. June 14, 1905. Harold Rogers.
12-pound shot put ......... 41 ft. 1 in. May 28, 1900. Frederick Onken.
120 yards high hurdle...... 17 sec. May 27,1903. George Beavers.
220 yvards low hurdle...... 26 3-5 sec. May 27,1903. William Conley.

O. V. Korber.

Imilerelay ................ 3min. 34 4-5 sec. Apr. 28. 1003 g :I'cg::f;mg&

E. J. O'Connor.

Track Captaing

1898—CHARLES CLAGGETT. 1902—WiLL1aM CoNLEY.
1899—VIrGIL LoPEz, 1903—CHARLES F. TAFEL.
1900—LERoY B. VaIL. 1904—RAY McNvuLty.
1901—WiLLIAM O’'DONOGHUE. 1905—EbpwaRrD J. O’CoNNOR.

1906—Epwarp B. HutcHINGS.

Pockey Captaing

1899—JosepH O'STULLIVAN. 1902—BEN7J. NicHoLs.
1900—HENRY KOHLMAN, 1903—JosepH O'DONOGHUE.
1901—W. O'DoNOGH UE. 1904—(No TeaMm.)

1905—CHARLES BEAVERS.
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Football Captaing

1897—V1rGIL LorEz. . 1901—HAroLD McNuLty.
1898—GEoRrGE D. Forb. 1902—JoE O’DONOGHUE.
1890—ARTHUR KELLY. 1903—RUSSELL EARLE.
1900—HAroLD McNuLTY. 1904—WALTER DONOVAN.

1905—MATHEW BLACK.

Baseball Captaing

1897—DaAviD HARRISON. 1901—BENJ. NICHOLS.
1898—DaAvip HARRISON. 1902—EUGENE VAN LoaN.
1899—T HOMAS LEE. 1903—JO0HN W. GALLAGHER.
1900—HAROLD THEALL. 1904—CLARENCE GREEN,

1905—CHARLES BEAVERS.

Sraduating Honors, Erasmus Ball Bigh School

1900—Highest Average, four years, AvicE M. WaTT.
Highest Average, two years, MARGARET M. Ross.
1901—Highest Average, four years, CLARENCE G. BACHRACH.
Highest Average, two years, EMMA L. OTTERSTROM.
1902—Highest Average, four years, ELvA L. PorTER.
Highest Average, two years, CARRIE A. SEIFERT.
1903—Highest Average, four years, J. MELIN WILEY.
Highest Average, two years, ELiz. M. Lkk.
1904—Highest Average, four years, EMiLy M. SMiITH.
1905—Highest Average, four years, May A. DooLEy—January.
Highest Average, four years, ELiz. NiTcHIE—]June.

Term Egsay Prize Winners

Prizes for Essays. Priges for Cover Designs.
: February, 1899.
First, Lours H. Pink. First, JAMEsS BroTHERHOOD,
Second, BErTHA M. IRiSH. Second, NeLLie L. HaArr.
June, 1899.
First, MArYy E. O’LEAry. First, EowIN A. GUISSINGER.
Second, GERTRUDE A. VAss. Second, ANDREW HoLMEs.

February, 1900,
First, EDNA EvaNs. First, Mary E. GUISSINGER.
Second, CLARENCE BACHRACH. Second, E. Brown.
Third, Tessa KEeLLy.

15
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Prizes for Essays-
June, 1990
H na FOSTER

First, VIoLA PIKE.
Second, LAURETTA BURNS.
Third, FLORENCE JoxES.

First, Mary E. O'LEARY. First.
Second, EpITH R. MEALLEY. Second, ROBERT
Third, HoyT P. SIMMONS.
June 19O%.
First, HARDING JouNsoN, Jr First. HILDA .\IASSFIFJJ‘-
Second, CLARA KNOWLTON- Second, Ipa BROW N-
Third, Lot1s BARTLETT.
February 1902.
First, EpNA J. WAKEFIELD- First, GEORCE RENOUARD-
Sccond, Arice FULLER- Second, SUSAN B. TowNSEXD:
Third, Fart C H1PPERFIELD:
June, 1902
First, SusaN B. ToOWNSEND. First, EMMA L. Br
Second, CrarLOTTE HARVEY- Second, THEO KroMBACH-
Third, H ARDING JoHNSON, IR
February, 1903-
[First- - pLex B. DOGGETT, Jr. First, ROBERT H. BLAKE
Secorld, TrMA MORITZ. Second. LAURA StoUT.
Tlxircl, Susax B ToWNSEND.
June, 1903
First- A LLEN B. DOGGETT, Jr. First. Ipa Si1CURO.
SecOt‘l . PorTiA PATTEN. Second, MarTHA Lo BRADT.
Trhir<d- G EoRGE V- RICHARDSON.
Fcbruary, 1904
I‘irﬁt - .a:m‘_l. KNIAZINSKY. First, A\I ARGARET FLYXNX.
Qcc-ﬁ"“ . AMLLEX B. DoceerT, J*- Second. MaRTHA L. BrapT.
ITh 3 ri-l - F-LEANOR N EAKIN. ‘
June, 190+
—~ g R Do JE 3
l‘ir:‘t . Fo R KeiTH. First, GORPON B. DUKES.
1- S ALEM MUNYER S
Qememe ™ » T GEVIEY ER. econd, DOROTHY BROW N.
1 el O 3 F NFEVIRVE J. WiLLiaMs. .
’/
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Prizes for Essays. Prizes for Cover Designs.
February, 1905.
First, HazeL 1. PiTPIELD. First, IpA Sicuro.
Second, ErLizABETH NITCHIE. Second, JouN M. RELPH.

Third, GorpoN B. DUKEs.

June, 1905.
First, ELMEr D. KEeITH. First, Gorbon B. DUKEs.
Second, BLANCHE SHERMAN. Second, Ipa Sictro.

Third, RaLpH W. HaLL.

February, 1906.
First, BURNEY O. JACKSON. First, JacoB MEHLING.

Second, CaiN CHUNG. Second, JoHANNE DE WOLFE.
Third, May DoHERTY.
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